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List of Books for
A College Student's Reading
PREFACE

I.

The Booklist.

HIS booklist was first published in 1925, and a second edition
was issued in 1928. Circumstances have made it impossible
to continue frequent republication, so that the third edition has been
postponed for twelve years. But in certain respects the list remains
unique. Many bibliographies have appeared for public libraries,
but the buying for a college library overlaps the public library by
less than twenty per cent, and probably in new things less than
ten per cent. The large Shaw list and its supplement have appeared
for college libraries, but this is relatively unselective. Several colleges, notably the University of Michigan, have put out lists covering many subjects in which alumni might be interested, duplicating
for a wider public supplementary reading which the Faculty selects
for courses in the college. Highly selective lists have appeared of
the hundred, more or less, great books of the world, as in the
Columbia College Classics of the western world, and its further
development in the now widely advertised Saint John's College
curriculum. Very numerous are the colleges that have put out lists
for Freshman or Sophomore required reading, everybody being
required to read one or two selections from the list. This aim to
get everybody reading is most excellent, but it is not our aim.
None of these types of lists duplicates ours.

T
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We felt that some of our best students, in the rush of course
preparation, would find they were missing a free chance to develop
in their own way by selecting their own reading. So the Trinity
List originated to help them in doing this. In short, our list is for
the elite. We think our best students do need help in selecting their
reading; that even with such help they will probably waste half
their reading time, and without help they will waste much more.
We have wanted to bring the best students and the best books
together.
We do not deny that our list contains books that may shock
or annoy. Some people think college students should be protected
from ideas, especially ideas that are bad, as though, if this succeeded, it would not be the surest way to make them fall victims to
foolish ideas, ideas they have not gained power to criticize. Nothing
can more completely ruin the influence of a college teacher than to
have the students believe that when he speaks in favor of patriotjsm,
or religion, or our marriage customs,-or capitalism,-he does
so under compulsion, and not because he means it. Yet there are
people who are always advocating protecting the young by restrictions on what is taught or learned about. Censorship of ideas
def eats itself in the long run. So we have put into our list books
of ability and power, whatever their source. No one could agree
with all of them; everyone will violently disagree with some. We
have not asked, Is the book safe? Is it sound? but only, Does it
present a real point of view?

II.

The Trinity College General Reading Course.

A college must have some way of measuring the progress of
its students. If it is done by their passing courses, students will
proceed to pile up course credits. If it is done by examinations,
students will neglect yv-hat is not testable by the examinations they
face. There is danger that true education will suffer in either case.
At Trinity, course credits are chiefly the method. So our Reading

TTINITY COLLEGE READING COURSE
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Course was set up to give course credit to students who were
guiding themselves in reading of their own choosing. We demanded
that they should write up what they had read, with some sort of
personal reaction, because this is the best way to make the reading
a permanent acquisition. Incidentally this gives a chance for the
College Registrar to get those grades which scholarship committees
and the like think so useful.
So we proceed as follows. We put the books in the lists below
in bookcases open to all. But Seniors and Juniors who are averaging
above 80 may sign for the General Reading Course, half course,
full course, or two years' course. We prefer that they make out
for themselves a program of reading, but they need not be too
rigid in this. We ask that they read something in each of eight out of
the ten classes, just to get acquainted; not too many recent books,
and not over twenty per cent fiction. They must report every two
weeks on their progress. As they read books they write them up,
half a typewritten page, double-space, for each one hundred pages
of novel reading, more difficult reading proportionately less pages,
roughly according to difficulty. This constitutes a point, and a
hundred points, with fifty pages of write-up, completes one full
course. The instructor reserves the right of further oral testing, if
it seems to him desirable. We are very anxious the student read
outside the subjects of his other courses; and books read for other
courses can not be counted. We hope he will attempt difficult books
from time to time. Reading in the greater classics is likely to get
special grade credit. We pref er the student begin with our main
list books, though an interest that leads him then to further books
mentioned in the notes is welcomed. Reading of books not on
the list must be justified in advance.
We commented at some length on college reading in the Preface
to the second edition, and we do not wish to repeat it all here. But
we should like to quote one passage again. "If Professor Cassius
Keyser is right in saying the mark of an educated man is that,
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from time to time, he voluntarily undertakes to wrestle with a book
a little beyond his immediate comprehension, we have to admit
that the average .college student neither is, nor ever will be, an
educated man."

NATURAL SCIENCE
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CLASS

1.

Natural Science.

Introduction.
In science reading, one has to try until one finds the book suitable
to one's needs. He who knows a field of science may find a book
about the new things in it perfectly fascinating; another may find
the same book unintelligibly obscure: We have tried in our notes to
guide the reader in this regard, but we can do it only in a general
way. One of the best places for the beginner to start is to read
some of the little books in the Home University Library: let us
say, J. Arthur Thomson, An introduction to science; W. T. Councilman, Disease and its causes; John Murray, The ocean; D. H.
Scott, The ivolution of plants; or A. N. Whitehead, Introduction
to mathematics. Again, one might try nature books, like Charles W.
Townsend, Sand dunes and salt marshes, or Donald C. Peattie, An
almanac for moderns. Then there are a considerable number of
popular discussions concerning the place of science, such as Homer
W. Smith, Kamongo, or Charles Richet, The natural history of a
savant (Tr.). Again, one might try books on curious aspects of
science such as David Causey, Uninvited guests, which is about
human parasites; or the books on the tides by George H. Darwin
and Harry Marmer; or The childhood of animals, by Peter Chalmers Mitchell; or The romance of the fungus world, by Robert T.
Rolfe; or, on soil conservation, Little waters, by H. S. Person; or
Time and time-keepers, by W. I. Milman; or The discovery of the
rare gases, by Morris W. Travers. We have purposely jumped
here and there, to indicate the many varieties available. Some
students want to be informed about all science at once, and sit down
industriously to Lancelot Hogben, Science for the citizen ( 1938),
or Frank Sherwood Taylor, The world of science for everyman
(cheap reprint, 1939), or the excellent omnibus surveys coming
from Colgate University and the University of Chicago. There is
a good deal to be said for reading a book like Hogben, or the Colgate
series, if one has the energy. Such are some suggestions to guide the
uninformed.
Those who know a good deal of science should not overlook
the books on the methods of science now being written by Bridg-
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man, Dingle, Eddington, Norman Campbell, and others, or the
earlier ones referred to under Mach, below. We have not room
here to discuss this type of reading as we should, but let us refer
to two older classics of method: Claude Bernard, An introduction
to the study of experimental medicine (Tr., H. C. Greene); and
Henri Poincare, Foundations of science (Tr., G. B. Halsted).
Then there is much of interest in Cajori's notes to his valuable
edition (1934) of Sir Isaac Newton's Principia, and in the Notebooks of Leonardo da Vinci ( ed., Edward McCurdy). G. A. Miller,
Historical introduction to mathenwtical literature ( 1916), is a
valuable guide to that. field, for the fairly advanced student, but
now needs a revised reprinting. Let us close these references to
the great works on method by calling attention to a humorously
wise book about scientific cranks, The budget of paradoxes, by
Augustus De Morgan.
The problem what to recommend for reading in the mathematical realm may be partly solved by the promised Mathematics
and the imagination, by Edwin Kasner and James Newman, in
press, 1940. Hogben, Mathematics for the million ( 1937) is helpful to those who know a little mathematics, sometimes boring those
who know more. John Wesley Young, Lectures on the fundamental
concepts of algebra and geometry ( 1911), has the merit of being
simple. But the only readable explanation of recent researches into
the foundations of mathematics, Bertrand Russell, Introduction to
.mathematical philosophy ( 1919), is only one side of the picture
now, and may puzzle the reader with its unfamiliar ideas, unfamiliar
even to some mathematicians, though it is quite important and not
unreadable. For the mathematically inclined there is one book which
they will find most entertaining, Walter Ball, Mathematical recreations and essays (Ed. II, 1939).

Natural Science Booklist.
Allee, Warder Clyde
Social life of animals ( 1938)
A non-technical description of researches into animal cooperation, which
are not without bearings on human affairs. William Morton Wheeler,
Social life among the insects (1923), deals with a similar type of
investigation restricted to the case of the social insects. Both these books,
and other books by Wheeler, will be found most interesting.
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Beebe, William
Jungle days (1928 reprint)
A typical early volume of the long and popular series in which Beebe has
recounted his zoological explorations, all of them filled with infectious
enthusiasm, as for example: Jungle peace, Beneath tropic seas, Nonsuch.

Bell, Eric T.
Men of mathematics ( 1937)
Almost the only popular book on the history of mathematics, almost too
popular to give a coherent history of the subject, but readable even by
the totally non-mathematical. An interesting brief book is Alexander
Macfarlane, Lectures on ten British mathematicians of the 19th century
(1916).

Bradley, John Hodgdon
Patterns of survival ( 1938)
Of interest to the biology student who already knows a little about evolution. It opens up many lines of thought.

Bragg, William
Concerning the nature of things ( 1925)
Mostly about the arrangement of atoms in crystals, one of the key
scientific advances of recent times. The book is a model of popular presentation.

Brooks, Charles F.
Why the weather? ( 1935 ed.)
Stands high among books explaining the weather. Another good one is
Edward E. Free and T. Hoke, Weather (1928).

Cannon, Walter B.
Wisdom of the body (Rev. ed., 1939)
How the body retains its equilibrium. Largely an exposition of his own
masterly experiments.

Clendening, Logan
The human body (New ed., 1937)
A rather more popular book than Haggard (listed below). In style,
popular and witty ; in substance, sensible. It is mostly on medicine .and
health, and debunks quite a few medical superstitions.

Curie, Eve
Madame Curie (Tr., 1937, V. Sheean)
An epic of science, and a moving human story of the discoverers of
radium.
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Cushing, Harvey W.
Life of Sir William Osler (1925).

2 · vols.

The life is here brought vividly before us of a great physician, whose
influence is still upon us, as that life is described by another notable
physician.

Cutright, Paul R.
The great naturalists explore South America ( 1940)
This concerns rather what they found there, than the story of their
explorations : Darwin, W aterton, Bates, and others ( see under Darwin,
below). A recent exploration of scientific interest is R. W. G. Hingston,
Naturalist in the Guiana forest (1932); and one must not forget such
• masterpieces of literature and observation as William Henry Hudson
wrote; for instance, his Naturalist on the La Plata.

Darwin, Charles
Origin of species ( 1859)
A great classic of science, and also a very readable one, it is one of the
world's most epoch-making books. It teaches a lesson in openmindedness
and scientific caution. His Descent of man aroused the greater storm of
controversy. Incidental to his work on evolution, Darwin also wrote such
books as The expression of the emotions, and Formation of vegetable
mold, books of remarkable interest even to the non-scientific reader. The
living thoughts of Charles Darwin (1939), as edited by Julian Huxley
and J. Fisher, is a good short book on the Darwinian theory.

Darwin, Charles
Voyage of the Beagle (Everyman's Library)
First published in 1839, this is a classic of science and of travel. He
amazes by the fertility of his hypotheses and the keenly critical testing of
them. Among the great travel books of science we may also call attention to H. W. Bates, Naturalist on the Amazons; Charles Waterton,.
Wanderings in South America; Alfred Russel Wallace, Malay archipelago (2 vols.) ; and the older Personal narrative of travels to the
equinoctial regions of America, 1799-1804 (Tr., 3 vols.), by Alexander
von Humboldt.

Darwin, Francis (ed.)
Life and letters of Charles Darwin ( 1887).

2

vols.

"Never, perhaps, did a biography give such an unmixedly pleasing
impression both of its hero and of his friends" (F. W. H. Myers).
Darwin's public champion is revealed in The life and letters of Thomas
Henry Hu.-dey (ed. by L. Huxley, 3 vols.), which is chiefly letters.

De Kruif, Paul 'H.
Microbe hunters ( 1926)
He writes the history of bacteriology in a style that takes one's breath
away. Many are attracted by this vivacity and tension, though some find
it a little overdone. He followed this book by many others along the
same line, of which cme of the best is his Men against death (1932).

NATURAL SCIENCE

13

Dietz, David
Medical magic ( 1938)
Dietz is concerned, not with the general field of medicine (as in Clendening above), but with some of the notable recent advances. He is
not himself a physician. He writes with a sense of drama, and the story
of progress is dramatic in itself, as may be seen also in William W.
Keen, Medical research and human welfare (1917). John C. Krantz
(ed.), Fighting disease with drugs (1931), is another good popular
book about medicine, a sort of history of pharmacy.

Dougherty, Thomas F. and Kearney, P. W.
Fire ( 1931)
This may seem a peculiar book to list under science. But acquaintance
with the methods of modern fire-fighting is of value to every citizen,
and few of us are not naturally interested.

Eddington, Sir Arthur
Nature of the physical world ( 1928)
This book has become a classic, but it is not easy for the ordinary
reader. To the student of physical science it is highly stimulating, and
may be supplemented by his New pathways in science (1935). The
ordinary reader will prefer to begin with some simpler treatment of
recent physics, such as is found in Leopold Infeld, The world in modern
science (Tr., 1934), and Hans Reichenbach, Atom and cosmos (Tr.,
1932). These latter books are still of value because so simple. But so
numerous and so rapidly changing are the popular expositions of the
dizzy rush of progress in contemporary physics, that it is difficult to
make any recommendations that will hold good a year hence.

Fabre, Jean H. C.
Life of the spider (Tr., 1913, de Mattos)
He began publishing this sort of investigation in 1879, and died in 1915.
This outstanding volume ought to _tempt the reader to try others among
his writings: it shows an amazing union of uncanny observation and
charming exposition. There have been a number of notable observers of
insects, whom we must pass over here. More recently the camera has come
in, to help us observe, as in Edwin W. Teale, Grassroot jungles (1937) ;
while the threat of insects to human life has produced such opposing
warriors as Leland 0. Howard, Fighting the insects (1933).

Findlay, Alexander
A hundred years of ·chemistry (1937)
A model of clear, simple exposition, it covers most of the history of
chemistry as an established science. Other books that are excellent for
giving an acquaintance with the growth of chemistry are Eric J.
Holmyard, Makers of chemistry (1931), and William A. Tilden, Famous
chemists (1921), supplemented for recent years by Benjamin Harrow,
Eminent chemists of our time (New ed., 1927), though the latter has
some faults.
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Galileo Galilei
Dialogues concerning two new sciences (Tr., 1914, Crew and
Salvio)
The first book of fully modern physical science, and a work of genius,
in an excellent translation.

Goldschmidt, Richard
Ascaris: the biologist's story of life ( 1937)
An introduction to biology for the uninitiated, centering attention
ingeniously around one curious creature. A somewhat similar book is
W. T. Calman, Life of crustacea (1912).

Gregory, John W.
Geology of today ( 1914)
About the most attractively written of the many introductions to
geology for the average reader. Other excellent books are Carroll I,..
Fenton, Our amazing earth (1938); and Willis T. Lee, Stories in stone
(1926). James Geikie, Mountains (1914), is still of interest, though it
may not contain the latest theories. A student wanting to read further
in popular books may be recommended to try Reginald A. Daly, The
changing world of the ice age ( 1934) ; E. Ray Lankester, Extinct
animals; or P. E. Raymond, Prehistoric life (1939). For a simple sketch
of the developments of the science of geology there is Archibald Geikie,
Founders of geology (Ed. 2, 1906).

Gregory, Richard A.
Discovery; or the spirit and service of science ( 1916)
A fine appreciation of the aims and methods of science, with many
examples. It contains references to a surprising number of the classic
examples of scientific method. More recently the question of the place
of science in modern society has been much to the fore, as in John D.
Bernal, Social function of science ( 1939).

Haggard, Howard W.
Man and his body ( 1938)
This book, published under several titles, is more in the nature of an
attractive, but not over-popularized, text in physiology and related subjects. The student will find it instructive to add to the reading of this
book Basil C. H. Harvey, Simple lessons in human anatomy (1931);
and Archibald V. Hill, Living machinery (1927).

Haldane, John B. S.
Daedalus: or, science and the future ( 1924)
A startling little book of biological prophecy, brilliant, witty, imaginative, as are also the essays in his Possible worlds.
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Harrison, George R.
Atoms in action ( 1939)
Creative chemistry (1920), by Edwin E. Slosson, still worth reading,
sets a very high standard for popular books on the applications of
chemistry and physics. Harrison carries on the same tradition. Of real
value along the same line are also Maurice Holland and H. F. Pringle,
Indiistrial ezplorers (1929); and Edward R. Weidlein and W. A. Hamor,
Science in action ( 1931). Chemistry in medicine ( ed., 1928, by J. 0.
Stieglitz and others) should by all means be read by students interested
in medicine. Jonathan N. Leonard, Tools of tomorrow (1935), and
La Verne W. Spring, Non-technical chats on iron and steel (Rev. ed.,
1927) may also be mentioned, and there are many others.

Hegner, Robert
Parade of the animal kingdom ( 1935)
Old time "natural history" is still a fascinating subject, and this is a
wonderful picture book, probably the best general volume covering all
animal life. The interested reader might try, also, Austin Clark,
Animals of land and sea ( 1925), and of more special interest such
books as James Stevenson-Hamilton, Animal life in Africa ( 1912), or
R. L. Ditmars, Snakes of the world ( 1931), to mention only some
samples. Marion I. Newbigin, Plant and animal geography (1936), is an
introduction to another important field of biology.

Henderson, Lawrence
Fitness of the environment ( 1913)
This is a book to arouse thought. The author is cautious, but offers
us some striking evidences that the earth was somehow made ready
for life before it came. There is a good chance for argument as regards
just what this proves.

Hooton, Earnest A.
Up from the ape (1931)
A stimulating introduction to physical anthropology, with minor inaccuracies, turning, in its sequel, Apes, men, and morons (1937), into an
amusing depreciation of man, as the unhappy outcome of all this bother
of evolution.

Hoskins, Roy G.
Tides of life ( 1933)
This is a book about glands, which tells you why your friends look
so queer. It is well done and sound. A smaller book of wider scope,
bringing in such things as vitamins, is Barnett Sure, Little things in
life ( 1937). Vitamins and diet generally are rather startlingly discussed
in C. C. and S. M. Furnas, Man, bread, and destiny (1937).
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Jaffe, Bernard
Outposts of science ( 1935)
Jaffe visited numerous scientists at their work, and wrote them up in this
fine piece of scientific journalism. It reveals the variety and excitement
of scientific work, without much of the technical details, but. with
enough to make evident what is the general course of present-day
science.

Jeans, Sir James H.
The universe around us (Ed. 3, 1933)
A great classic, yet so swift is progress in the field of astronomy that
it may soon need wide revision. The scientifically inclined reader will
delight in it, and in his New background of science ( 1933). An excellent
sketch, of even wider scope and simpler form, is New world picture
(1936), by George W. Gray.

Jennings, Herbert S.
Biological basis of human nature ( 1930)
Of several popular books on human heredity and similar questions, this
remains very near the top. A more recent book, perhaps even more
readable, is that by Amram Scheinfeld, You and heredity (1939). For
human embryology, in particular, Charles B. Davenport, How we came
by our bodies (1936), and Howard M. Parshley, Science of h1tman
reproduction (1933), may be recommended.

Lodge, Sir Oliver,
Pioneers of science ( 1892)

·

This is an excellent sketch of the beginnings of modern physical science,
still the easiest to read. Henry Crew, Rise of mode.rn physics (Rev. ed.,
1935) is a useful supplement. Another good historical work is A.
Schuster and A. E. Shipley, Britain's heritage of science ( 192~).

Mach, Ernst
Science of mechanics (Tr., T.

J.

McCormack)

This is a history of the development of early mechanics in modern
times, easy to read, and important because of the influence of its author
on the development of modern scientific positivism, holding that science
is purely descriptive. The opposing view, that science has always
sought · to explain metaphysically, and to reduce all things to one
identity, was upheld ably by Emile Meyerson, whose book, Identity
and reality (Tr., 1930,. by K. Loewenberg) is not easy reading.

Matschoss, Conrad
Great engineers (Tr., 1939, H. S. Hatfield)
It is hard to get good books of a popular sort on engineering, but this,
and Walter D. Bin~er, What engineers do (Rev. ed., 1939), are pretty
good. A related subJect is to be found in George Iles, Leading American
inventors ( 1913) ; and may we add at this point the notable scientific
biography, From immigrant to inventor (1923), by Michael I. Pupin.

NATURAL SCIENCE
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Miller, Dayton C.
Science of musical sounds ( 1916)
Still one of the best popular books on the physics of sound and the
theory of musical instruments.

Newman, Horatio H.
Evolution, genetics and eugenics (Ed. 3, 1939)
This book, formerly called Readings in evolution, is a well-organized
review of all the aspects of the subject. Another valuable book on
evolution is Thomas Hunt Morgan, Scientific basis of evolution (1932).

Norman, John R.
History of fishes ( 1931)
"An almost omniscient and wholly fascinating book": but the same
might be said of The life story of the fish ( 1938), by Brian Curtis. ,

Osborn, Henry Fairfield
Men of the Old Stone Age ( 1918 ed.)
One of the most captivating of modern books, both in text and pictures,
it is something of a classic, as is William J. Sallas, Ancient hunters
and their modern representatives (Ed. 3, 1924).

Osler, Sir William
Evolution of modern medicine ( 1921)
A rapid survey, whose only fault is that it breaks off so abruptly.
For further reading in the history of medicine, among the m~st readable
are Albert H. Buck, Growth of medicine from the earliest time to
about 1800 (1917), and Richard H. Shryock, Development of modern
medicine (1937). The latter connects medicine with the course of
history, as does Ralph H. Major, Disease and destiny (1936). Isaac
H. Flack, The story of surgery ( 1939), gives a good account, at least
down to fairly recent times.

Prescott, Frederick
Modern chemistry ( 1932)
Of the numerous attempts to write a popular book on chemistry, this is
one of the most attractive for those who have little prior acquaintance
with the subject. Another good one is Alexander Findlay, Spirit of
chemistry (1934). On special branches of chemistry there are Horace
G. Deming, In the realm of carbon (1930); W. 0. Kermack and P.
Eggleton, The stuff we're made of (1938), on biological chemistry; and
Donald G. Wilhelm, Book of metals (1932).

Russell, Henry Norris
The solar system and its origin ( 1935)
A good book, though the origin of the solar system is growing more
obscure with each new investigation. A reader who merely wants a
general survey of astronomy has almost innumerable books to turn to,
but we might at the moment recommend James Stokley, Stars and
telescopes ( 1936).
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Seton, Ernest Thompson (ed.)
Famous animal stories ( 1932)
An anthology containing many stories, fictional and true, that are likely
to live.

Seward, Albert C.
Plant life through the ages (Ed. 2, 1933)
The geological history of plants, well written for the ordinary reader.
A less elaborate work on botany, less historical, is Sydney Mangham,
Earth's green mantle (1939), emphasizing the importance of plants
to man. There are good essays on botany in Frederick 0. Bower,
Plants and man ( r 925) .

Sigerist, Henry E.
Man and medicine (Tr., 1932, M. G. Boise)
A book that should be read by anybody interested in the profession
of medicine, but especially by those going into medical study. The related
subject of social medicine has recently produced a large and excited
literature, of which we may adduce one example, The patient's dilemma
(1940), by Hugh Cabot.

Singer, Charles J.
Story of living things ( A short history of biology, 1932)
In its early sections a delightfully written story. As it approaches recent
times it takes up a series of topical surveys, and will then appeal
more to the student who knows a good amount of biology. Erik Nordenskiold, History of biology (Tr., 19281 L. B. Eyre), is rather too
full of minor figures ; so the ordinary reader may get more out of
reading a briefer book, such as The great biologists ( 1932), by J.
Arthur Thomson.

Spencer, Leonard James
World's minerals (Rev. ed., 1916)
"The knowledge, thought, labour, and care in compiling it must have
been prodigious" (English Satur?ay Review).

Thomson, J. Arthur
Study of animal life (Ed. 4, 1917)
Thomson wrote many books on zoology, but they often duplicate one
another. This comes nearest to getting it all under one cover with least
repetition, and it is an excellent, well-organized book.

Tyndall, John
Fragments of science. Second series.
Historically one of the key books for understanding the materialistic
scientific philosophy of the 19th century. Tyndall's valuable little
characterization of Faraday has been reprinted at the head of the
Everyman's volume of Faraday's Experimental researches in electricity,
itself a precious example of the methods of science. Essayists on science
are numerous, but may we mention here John W. N. Sullivan,
A-spects of science (First series), and the biological essays of Sir Ray
Lankester.

NATURAL SCIENCE

Vallery-Radot, Rene
Life of Pasteur (Tr., 1901, R. L. Devonshire)
That Pasteur is the indispensable link in the founding of modern bacteriology and modern medicine seems likely; that his life story is
inspiring is certain; that this book is the classic picture of his life no one
would dispute.

Waterfield, Reginald L.
A hundred years of astronomy ( 1938)
Primarily the history of the great march of the science of astrophysics,
which a hundred years ago was thought impossible. A briefer book
covering a longer period, excellently, is Hector Macpherson, Makers
of astronomy ( 1933).

White, Andrew D.
Warfare of science with theology (1896).

2

vols.

White is hard on the theologians, whom he thinks of as obstructionists.
But he has a real story to tell of the fight against superstition in one
field after another.

White, Gilbert
Natural history of Selbourne ( l 789)
In time about the earliest of the remarkable English nature books (if we
except Walton's Angler), it remains to this day one of the best.

Whitehead, Alfred North
Science and the modern world ( 1925)
A survey of the history of science, crystal clear, is interspersed with
paragraphs about the author's own ideas, paragraphs which are more
like riddles, as if written by a different person, baffling, stimulating.

Williamson, Henry
Salar the salmon ( 1936)
The private life of a salmon appears very eventful and rather dreadful.
An equally vivid narrative is his Tarka the otter (1927).

Yerkes, Robert M. and Ada W.
The great apes ( 1929)
Many quotations with caustic comments, and a report on the author's
own psychological experiments that is fascinating.
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Social and Psychological Sciences.
Introduction.

The selection of good reading in the social sciences is rendered
difficult by the fact that what is best written is not always the most
sound or permanently valuable. Such a book as Harold Laski,
Grammar of politics, or Clarence Streit, Union now ( 1939), is
valuable, but a bit tedious. Such books as George H. Sabine, History of political theory ( 1937), are distinctly books for the student,
though Ralph H. Gabriel, The course of American democratic
thought ( 1940), will have a wider appeal. Some books, James Mark
Baldwin, Social and ethical interpretations, or John S. Mackenzie,
Introduction to social philosophy, though good, are out of fashion
or out of print. Other writers, like J. M. Keynes, are difficult for
the ordinary reader. Some books, C. E. M. Joad, Guide to the
philosophy of morals and politics ( 1938), for instance, are valuable
only in part-in this case the politics section.
Particularly difficult is it to recommend the most profitable
reading in psychology. R. S. Woodworth, Experimental psychology
( 1938), is excellent for students, who want to know what psychology has achieved to date, but it is not a reading book, as was his
little Dynamic psychology ( 1918). C. E. Spearman, Psychology
down the ages ( 1938, 2 vols.), and E. G. Boring, History of experimental psychology ( 1929), must be read critically by an informed
reader to be of the most value, as must C. K. Ogden, The meaning
of psychology ( 1926). Pierre Villey, The world of the blind (Tr.,
1930, A. Hallard), is interesting, but special.
We might have added to our list a number of significant books;
thus there are L. von Mises, Socialism (Tr., 1936) ; Lionel Robbins,
Great depression ( 1934), or Essay on the nature of economic
science (Ed. 2, 1935) ; or Gandhi, as edited by C. F. Andrews.
Then there are older classics, such as T. H. Green, Lectures on the
principles of political obligation; John Howard, State of the prisons;
Hugo Grotius, The law of war and peace (Tr.); or Auguste Comte,
who is perhaps best begun by reading about him in Francis Marvin's little book ( 1938) ; or the sociologist of Fascism, Pareto,
whom one should first read about in the little books by Borkenau
(1936) and Lawrence Henderson (1935). We might have added
to our list books on sociological method, such as Franklin Giddings,
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Scientific study of human society (1924), or Mary Richmond,
Social diagnosis ( 1917), or some of the numerous books on propaganda analysis. We might draw an interesting contrast between,
for instance, Henry Ford, Today and tomorrow, and Upton Sinclair's short story, The fiivver king. We might have given more
space to Utopias, as in Henry Morley (ed.), I deal commonwealths,
and Lewis Mumford, Story of Utopias (1922). We have omitted
many good books. We can only hope we have not admitted too
many bad ones.
For students of economics, we here subjoin an additional
reading list of valuable smaller works of recent origin:
Cannan, Edwin, Wealth (Ed. 3, 1938)
Henderson, Hubert D., Supply and demand ( 1922)
Knight, Frank H., Ethics of competition and other essays
( 1936) ; and, Risk, uncertainty, and profit ( 1921)
Mitchell, Wesley C., Backward art of spending money and
other essays ( 1937)
Orton, William A., Prelude to economics ( 1932)
Robertson, Dennis H., Money (Rev. ed., 1929)
Withers, Hartley, Meaning of money (Rev. ed., 1937).
When it comes to smaller books on social subjects, we must
not overlook the Home University Library, for instance:
Barker, Ernest, Political thought in England from Herbert
Spencer ( 1915)
Catlin, George, Liquor control
Crichton-Miller, Hugh, Psychoanalysis and its derivatives
Hobhouse, Leonard T ., Liberal.ism
Laski, Harold J., Communism
Marett, R.R., Anthropology
Vinogradoff, Paul G., Commonsense in law.
And then there are other small books of great value, that we
ought to find a place for, some of them already minor classics:
Beard, Charles A., Economic basis of politics ( 1922)
Becker, Carl, Heavenly city of the 18th century philosophers
(1938)
Frankfurter, Felix, Mr. Justice Holmes and the Supreme Court
(1938)
Goodrich, Carter L., Miner's freedom (1925)
Mann, Thomas, Coming victory of democracy (1938)
Wallace, Henry A., America must choose ( 1934).
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Social Science Booklist.
Angell, Nor man
The public mind (1927)
A calm and critical exposure of the idiocy of the human race, especially
as shown in public and international affairs. We have many more samples
since this was written.

Bagehot, Walter
Physics and politics ( 1869)
This book, scarcely more than a pamphlet, is a "masterkey to many
historical locks" ; novel, varied, pregnant in ideas, it has been compared
with Darwin. His Lombard Street and English constitution are still
of value.

Barker, Ernest
Greek political theory: Plato and his predecessors ( 1918)
Quite the best introduction there is to the study of the Republic and
the Laws of Plato, considered as great classics of government.

Beard, Charles A.
Open door at home ( 1934)
The crises of depression and European war have made Americans selfconscious, as never before, with a resultant series of able books on the
future of the United States. Some are critical of the accepted cliches, as
Thurman Arnold, Folklore of capitalism, (1937); some for increasing
isolationism, as Beard, or as Jerome Frank, Save America first (1938);
some even fascist, as Lawrence Dennis, Is capitalism doomed? (1932);
or on the contrary, turning to a renewal of the older American tradition,
as the authors understand that tradition, as in John Chamberlain, The
American, stakes ( 1940). All these are very good, though possibly Max
Lerner, It's later than you think ( 1938), would deserve first place, if
only the style were equal to the thought.

Beers, Clifford W.
Mind that found itself (Rev. ed., 1923)
Interesting as a man who himself knew the inside of the older Connecticut insane asylums, and as the man who made a revolution in our treatment of the insane. Bernard Hart, Psychology of insanity, is a neat
little study.

Benedict, Ruth
Patterns of culture· ( 1934)
Miss Benedict has here written a fascinating book, pretty nearly the
most readable of all, on the subject of cultural anthropology. The field is
one which contains many attractive books, going back to Edward B.
Tylor, Primitive citlture (2 vols.), and to Frazer, listed below. An
excellent selection from this literature is to be found in A. L. Kroeber
and T. T. Waterman (eds.), Sourcebook in anthropology (Rev. ed., 1931).
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Boas, Franz
The mind of primitive man (New ed., 1938)
Particularly noteworthy for its denial that there are gre<\t mental differences between races, it is a valuable book by a leader in anthropology.

Bryce, James
American commonwealth.

2

vols.

Most famous foreign appraisal of the United States. It has recently been
itself appraised by a number of writers in Robert C. Brooks (ed.),
Bryce's American Commonwealth: fiftieth anniversary (1939).

Carr-Saunders, A. M.
Population ( 1925)
This is a small book on a big and important subject, that first raised by
Malthus. The subject is elsewhere treated, somewhat more technically,
by the author, by Raymond Pearl, and by others.

Chase, Stuart
Tragedy of waste ( 192·5 )
We ought to have a new edition of this vitally important book, the
incredible truth concerning the inefficiency of efficient America. The
subject widens out into some of the darkest shadows in the American
picture, as in Norman Thomas, Human exploitation (1934), a book to
make Americans weep. Chase has written later books along similar lines,
Rich land, poor land ( 1936), Gpvernment in business ( 1935), etc., most
of them valuable and readable.

Dewey, John
Human nature and conduct ( 1922)
A book on the importance of habit in social life, of which James Harvey
Robinson has said, with pardonable hyperbole, "It could be profitably
reconsidered with ever increasing illumination at least twice a year
during one's remaining lifetime." Along with it should be read Dewey's
Liberalism and social action ( 1935), and the opening and closing ~hapters of his Democracy and education ( 1916). These books suffer much
less than most from the faults of style which make it hard for the
ordinary reader to follow him, or to understand why Dewey has so
dominated progressive educational theory in the United States.

Dicey, Albert V.
Law and public opinion m England during the 19th century
(Ed. 2)
Masterly survey of the social forces that shaped English legislation.

Drucker, Saul and Hexter, M. B.
Children astray ( 1923)
One of the most readable of books on social case work, with characters
that are made to live.
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Ellis, Havelock
Psychology of sex; a manual for students ( 1933)
This 'is a good one-volume abridgement of his great treatise on the
subject. His two series of Little essays on love and virtue, his Dance of
life, which is much liked by some readers, and his Man and woman, an
interesting comparison of the sexes, are all attractive reading, and there
is, in Everyman's Library, a recent book of selections, drawn from his
essays. Marie Stopes, Married love (Ed. 22), is worthy of commendation as a book of advice about sex.

(Federal Writers Project)
These .are our lives ( 1939)
If this be spme sort of propaganda, let us have more of it, for these
human stories approach the quality of high literature. One may compare
these people of the Southeastern states with those of the Southwest
amazingly illustrated in Dorothea Lange and Paul S. Taylor, An American exodus (1939); or those of Michigan in Louise Armstrong, We too
are the People (1935), or of an earlier time around Philadelphia in
Clinch Calkins, Some folks won't work (1930). Tom Kromer, Waiting
for nothing (1935), is a sample of what unemployment looks like seen
from within.

The Federalist
A classic on the American Constitution. Some might prefer to widen our
reference list at this point to bring in Jefferson and Adams and Thomas
Paine, and abroad, to include Edmund Burke. Paine and Burke are available in several popular editions, and there is a recent book of selections
from Jefferson, Democracy, ed. by S. K. Padover.

Flynn, John T.
Graft in business ( 1931)
No one else has written anything quite as simple and bitingly sarcastic
as this, though when he begins to quote chapter ·and verse about the big
boys, some of those who have been applauding the exposure of the petty
grafters may get a little worried.

Frazer,James G.
Golden bough ( 1 vol. ed.)
It is a .pity that a citation of the whole original twelve volumes and the
recent supplement would probably go unheeded, for here, even in its
abridged form, is one of the books that must be listed among the great.
Even those students of anthropology and religion who object to Frazer's
method of hopping here and there across the races of the world must
recognize a masterpiece of interest in the material presented, and of
beauty in the style.
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Freud, Sigmund
Basic writings (Tr. in Modern Library)
This contains most of the more interesting books by the founder of
psychoanalysis, such as The psychopathology of everyday life, but certain
others, such as his Civilization and its discontents (Tr., 1930, J. Riviere)
might well be added. A very stimulating little book with a psychoanalytic
twist is Edwin B. Holt, The Freudian wish ( 1915) ; another is Philippe
Mairet, ABC of Adler's psychology (1929). Frances G. Wickes, The
inner world of childhood (1927), is an intelligent application of Freud
to child psychology. The student may turn with profit to William
Healy (and others), The structure and meaning of psychoanalysis
(1930).

Gaitan, Sir Francis
Inquiries into human faculty (Everyman's Library)
The range of Galton's interests opened up new inquiries right and left,
from mental imagery to fingerprints. It is good to come into contact
with so original a mind, in either this book, or his Hereditary genius, or
his short, too short, autobiography, Memories of my life, written at
eighty-six.

Hobbes, Thomas
The Leviathan
Hobbes writes in a style that is a bit quaint, with arguments a bit fallacious, but the keen wit of the man peers through. One of the classics
of political theory, ·it is a little drawn-out in many later chapters attacking Popery, Hobbes leads over to Locke, Of civil government ( ed.,
1937, by C. L. Sherman).

James, William
Principles of psychology ( 1891).

2

vols.

The psychologists consider this work out of date, it being fifty years
old. But it is a great achievement even from the point of view of present
psychology, and it will survive for its philosophical discussions, no
matter how far psychology may advance beyond it in more technical
matters. The chapters on habit, the self, the final one on reasoning, are
of surpassing brilliance and influence.

Jespersen, Otto
Language, its nature, development, and origin ( 1922)
A product of rich scholarship and great independence of thought ; especially good on the language of children.

Kocourek, Albert and Wigmore, John (eds.)
Evolution of law (1916-1918). 3 vols.
By quoting a vast variety of literary and other works, ancient and
modern, a picture of the ancient law is built up, especially in Volume 1,
such as no direct textbook exposition could 11:ive.
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Koehler, Wolfgang
The mentality of apes (Tr., 1925, Winter)
Interesting both for its examples of monkey processes of thought and its
adumbration of Gestalt psychology.

Lamb, Ruth D. F.
American chambers of horrors ( 1936)
The government's war on impure food and dangerous medicines, an
astonishing record. Helen Woodward, It's an art (1938), tells how advertising puts over a lot of dubious things, till the public takes them
and likes them.

Lunt, Dudley C.
Road to the law ( 1932)
One of the best efforts to explain the workings of the law to the layman.
A similar book is Max Radin, The law and Mr. Smith (1938).

Lynd, Robert S. and H. M.
Middletown; a study in contemporary American culture
(1929); and, Middletown in transition (1937)
How a typical American town, Muncie, Indiana, looks to the visiting
anthropologist, who takes it apart to see why it ticks-or doesn't. The
sequel, which views the town in depression and after, is even more
personal and alive than the first. But for a basis of comparison one
should also visit a much more sensible town, one down in half-barbarous
Mexico, Tepoztlan ( 1930), by Robert Redfield.

Machiavelli, Niccolo
The prince (Tr.)
Hitler has recently given the latest stamp of official approval on this
handbook for dictators, as Louis XI gave one of the first. Yet Machiavelli was merely telling how a really good man might make something
worth while out of poor old divided Italy.

Madariaga, Salvador de
Englishmen, Frenchmen, Spaniards (Ed. 3, 1931)
A pretty good book in the difficult field of explanation of national
characters, as is also Ernest Barker, National character and the factors
in its formation ( 1927). Such books are prone to advancing half-truths
as the whole truth, but the subject is fascinating.

Maine, Henry S.
Ancient law ( 1861)
This work made an epoch in the comparative study of the history of
law, and apart from details its value still remains unimpaired.

Malinowski, Bronislaw
Argonauts of the western Pacific ( 1922)
Malinowski has started a whole new trend in anthropology with his
Trobriand Islanders and their queer ways. One should read, also, his
The father in primitive psychology (1927), and Crime and custom in
savage society ( 1926).
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Marshall, Alfred
Principles of economics
A great summing up of the classic economics, first published in 1890,
and the one to read, if the student has time for only one. But the
economics student must sooner or later acquaint himself with Adam
Smith, Wealth of nations, and John Stuart Mill, Principles of political
economy (preferably unabridged), as well as Malthus and Ricardo,
though these are less essential. The student of economics should remember that often only by reading several books in the subject can one
become at all clear about any one of them, and should persist, if he does
not at first seem to get a hold on the subject.

Marx, Karl
Essentials of Marx (selected and edited, 1926, by·A. Lee)
This is a good little book of translated selections, in the Vanguard
Social Science Classics. The same series contains N. Lenin, Imperialism,
and Franz Oppenheimer, The state, as well as that most readable of economic heresies, Progress and poverty, by Henry George. The student
especially interested in Marx may pref er to read his Capital in a more
unabridged form; and books about him, such as F. Mehring, Karl Marx:
the story of his life (Tr., 1936, Fitzgerald) ; or M. M. Bober, Karl
Marx's interpretation of history ( 1927).

Menninger, Karl A.
The human mind (New ed., 1937)
This is about the best book on mental disorders (psychiatry) for the
layman, with many abbreviated case histories.

Mill, John Stuart
Utilitarianism;_On liberty; etc. (Everyman's Library)
On liberty most of all still needs to be read, though some say it is out
of date. If it refers to something obsolete, so much the worse for us.
Utilitarianism, along with Bentham, Introduction to the princ1:ples of
morals and legislation, are the great classics of the Utilitarian school.

Montesquieu, Charles, Baron de
Spirit of laws ( 1748). (Tr., 2 vols.)
This study of how a people's laws grow out of their character and surroundings is a classic that still can be read with pleasure.

Morley, John
On compromise; and, Critical miscellanies ( 4 vols.)
On compromise is the distilled wisdom of one of the most thoughtful
of political students. The Miscellanies have been reprinted under such
titles as Biographical studies ( especially good), Politics and history,
Oracles, etc., essays of great value.
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Moulton, Harold G.
Formation of capital (1935)
Part of a series, continued in his Income and economic progress (1935),
this is a little masterpiece of suggestive analysis of the crisis in American economic life. What we could do if we really tried is best brought
out by Harold Loeb (ed.), The chart of ple!"ty (1935).

Nicolson, Harold G.
Diplomacy ( 1939)
A good book on a subject concerning which it is hard to get good books;
this one written by a man of letters with twenty years' experience in
diplomatic activities.

Ogburn, William F.

Social change ( 1922)
The influence of inventions, and the like ; a very thoughtful book, though
only fairly well written.

Patri, Angelo
A schoolmaster of the great city ( 1917)
Largely autobiographical, it enables one to feel the changes that have
overtaken education in a great city like New York. A most refreshing
book.

Pitkin, Walter B.
Twilight of the American mind ( 1928)
Something of a tour de force with a modicum of truth. The thesis is that
America has no real place or use for its best minds ; second rate ones get
along much better.

Pollock, Frederick and Maitland, F. W.
History of the English law ( to Edward I).

2

vols.

This book (Ed. 2, 1898) ought by all precedent , to be heavy; but when
Maitland wrote on law, wit and epigram sparkled. The historical section (half the first volume) may be read separately. Frederick Pollock,
First book of jurisprudence (Ed. 6, 1929), is a good beginner's book. It
is hard to know how far to recommend books on the law for general
reading, such books as the Dissenting opinions of Oliver Wendell
Holmes, Jr., or B. N. Cardozo, Nature of the judicial process (1921), or
Roscoe Pound, for instance his Spirit of the common law ( 1922).

Quick, Robert H.
.
Essays on the educational reformers ( 1890 ed.)
A good older book for readers intereste4 in the history of education.
Books on education cover a wide area which we can not exhaust here :
for instance, Edgar W. Knight, Education in the United States (19.29),
a history with a bit of anti-New England bias; or Abraham Flexner,
Universities, American, English, German (1930).
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Rhys, Ernest (ed.)
Growth of political liberty (Everyman's Library)
Well chosen selections from such important English documents as
Milton's Areopagitica, and others less easy to come by.

Rousseau, Jean Jacques
Emile (Tr. in Everyman's Library)
The book from which all modern educational theory comes, from
Pestalozzi and Froebe! to Dewey. Rousseau, The social contract, is less
valuable today, though a political classic. The reader of the Emile may
not at first perceive the reasons for its importance.

Russell, Bertrand
Marriage and morals ( 1929)
Russell's desire to debate seriously and calmly whether our present
marriage customs are the best has infuriated numerous good people,
who prefer to fall back on authority. His book, Power (1938), will not
offend so much, for all of us are opposed to power when used and
abused by other people, those foreign fanatics. As Russell says, we all
believe in truth and freedom, when not annoyed by instances.

Spender, John A.
Public life (1925).

2

vols.

By a journalist of prominence, it is, especially in the second volume,
"an admirable example of the cool thinking of the English Liberal
school," but principally of value as giving a living sense of English
political life. American political life at its best is to be found in Thomas
Verner Smith, The promise of American politics (Ed. 2, 1936).

Sumner, William G.
Folkways ( 1906)
A book crowded with unusual and interesting information about fashions
and customs and human absurdities, the original inspiration of Ripley.
His Selected essays (ed., 1924, by Keller and Davie) reveal a vigorous
and rugged individualist. Other books full of curious information are
those of Westermarck, for instance his History of human marriage
( Rev. ed., 3 vols.). Both Sumner and W estermarck are defenders of the
relativity of all moral values.

Tawney, Richard H.
The acquisitive society ( 1920)
"He advocates revolutionary doctrines with temperateness and a seasoned mind" (R. B. Perry). Another notable leftist book is E. J. St. L.
Strachey, Coming struggle for power ( 1933). Such books are instructive to read in the light of subsequent developments. · Tawney, Religion
and the rise of capitalism ( 1926), ranks with the famous Protestant ethic
and the spirit of capitalism (Tr., 1930), by Max Weber.

Thomas, William Isaac and Znaniecki, F.
The Polish peasant in Europe and America ( 1927).

2

vols.

Especially of merit in the quoted letters of immigrants, and the introduction and "methodological note."
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Veblen, Thorstein B.
What Veblen taught: selected writings, ed. by Wesley C. Mitchell (1936)
The book will give an idea of some of those things for which Veblen
stood, which made him one of the most seminal thinkers in modern
economics. Another unorthodox economist is the Englishman, John A.
Hobson, Evolution of modern capitalism, etc.

Wallas, Graham
Human nature in politics ( 1909)
He knew politics from the inside, and turned it inside out. Our social
heritage ( 1921) is another informing book, though his books were
seldom well organized.

Ward, Lester F.
Applied sociology ( 1906)
Still worth while for its discussions of education and social progress, it
is an excellent book. Ward was one of our leading older sociologists,
and his works are still of very considerable value. Another older man
is Charles Horton Cooley, whose Human nature and the social order
(Rev. ed., 1922), and Social process (1918) remain of great value.

Webb, Sidney and Beatrice
Constitution for the socialist commonwealth of Great Britain
(1920)
"The Webbs have really written a big book. . . With clear eyes
they face the terrible tangle of realities" ( Charles A. Beard).

Wellman, Francis L.
Art of cross-examination (Ed. 4, 1936)
Wellman will appeal to anyone interested in the courts and the cleverness of lawyers. But few books about the psychology of witnesses can
equal in attractiveness the little one by Hugo Miinsterberg, On the
witness stand. For those who want more of this sort of thing, there is
Hans Gross, Criminal psychology (Tr., 19n, Kallen), which is about
evidence; and above all, if one ignores the ponderous-looking format,
The science of judicial proof, by John Henry Wigmore (Ed. 3, 1937),
stands out, a treatise which is half a hundred true detective stories rolled
into one.

Zimmern, Alfred E. (ed.)
Modern political doctrines ( 1939)
In admirable selections, we have here all the leading political theories
from Marx to the present day.

Zorbaugh, Harvey W.
The gold coast and the slum ( 1929)
Chicago's North Side described, in what is just about the best book
available on big city life and its varieties.
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Philosophy and Religion.
Introduction.

Recommendations for reading in philosophy and religion are
faced by peculiar difficulties. What later seems easy will of ten to
the beginner in philosophical reading appear utterly opaque; what
satisfies the beginner's needs may later appear commonplace. Of
religious works a narrow selection could hardly avoid bias; a wide
selection will contain works offensive to some readers.
We have included some histories of philosophy, and we could
add more. They are of great value, if not taken as a substitute for
reading the philosophers themselves. William R. Sorley, History of
English philosophy, is easy reading; as is most of Harvey G. Townsend, Philosophical ideas in the United States ( 1934) : The special
student will turn to more technically detailed works: J. H. Muirhead, The Platonic tradition in Anglo-Saxon philosophy ( 1931),
for English idealism; Elie Halevy, Growth of philosophical radicalism (Tr., 1929), for English Utilitarians; Rudolf Metz, A
hundre.d years of British philosophy (Tr., 1938), for later British
thought; Josiah Royce, Lectures on modern idealism ( 1919), for
German idealism; Werner Brock, An introduction to contemporary
German philosophy, and T. G. Masaryk, Spirit of Russia (Tr.,
1919, 2 vols.), for recent German and earlier Russian thought.
The student of Greek philosophy will, of course, read John Burnet's
histories. Certain great books of theological history will interest
chiefly the special student : for instance, A. Harnack, History of
dogma (Tr., 1894-99, 7 vols.), and E. Troeltsch, Social teaching of
the Christian churches (Tr., 1932, 2 vols.). Some subjects we have
let go for want of a readable introductory book: for example, the
development of higher criticism, and the development of modern
value theory. Some books we have omitted because poorly translated, as J. Maritain, The degrees of knowledge, or not translated
at all. Perhaps we have been guilty in not making fuller reference
to such classic names as Maimonides or Schleiermacher. Samuel
· Alexander is important in recent English philosophy, but we felt
his chief works would be of more value later, to a student already
well versed in recent controversy. Others we have decided to omit
altogether, and some, like Whitehead and Bradley, we may have
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been wrong in including in a list to be attempted by more or less
novice readers.
There are a number of series which are of value to readers in
these fields. Almost the whole of the little volumes called The
Wisdom of the East Series are good,-that by Giles, The sayings
of Confucius, is an example. Another is the selections from the
philosophers in Scribner's Modern Student's Library, such as the
two volumes on medieval philosophers, edited by Richard McKeon.
The titles from this series entered in our main list were not chosen
as the best in the series, but because they filled a gap. In the Home
University Library the following volumes are all of very great
value:
Christianity, by Edwin Bevan
Comparative religion, by J. Estlin Carpenter
Literature of the Old Testament, by George Foot Moore
Recent philosophy, by John Laird
Voltaire, by H. N. Brailsford ( and also his, Shelley, Godwin,
and their circle).
Another group of small and easy, but interesting, books m
these fields are the following:
Axling, William, Kagawa ( 1932)
Hoernle, R. F. A., Matter, life, mind, an.d God ( 1923)
Horton, Walter M., Theism and the modern mood ( 1931)
Jacks, L. P., Revolt against mechanism (1934)
Kenyon, Frederic G., The story of the Bible ( 1936)
Schiller, F. C. S., Problems of belief ( 1924)
Singer, Edgar A., Modern thinkers and present problems
(1923).
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Aquinas, (Saint) Thomas
Selections (Tr., ed. by M. C. D'Arcy; Everyman's Library,
1939)

The great 13th century formulator of Roman Catholic theology is here
presented in a form and compass not unreadable.

Aristotle
Nicomachean ethics (Tr.)
The Ethics is one of the great books of the world, though less applicable
today than its sequel, the Politics. The student interested in ethics might
be tempted to supplement this first great treatise on ethics by some of its
notable modern rivals : Henry Sidgwick, Met hods of ethics ; Jarnes
Martineau, Types of ethical theory,· T. H. Green, Prolegomena to ethics;
Nicolai Hartmann, Ethics (Tr., 1932, by S. Coit, 3 vols.).

Arnold, E. Vernon
Roman Stoicism ( I 91 I

)

This is about the best book in English on the whole ·history of the
Stoic school (though Chap. I is of little value).

Augustine, (Saint)
Confessions (Tr.)
One of the great autobiographies, addressed rather to God than to man.
Its religious fervor and freight of Biblical texts call for a special mood
on the part of the reader, as doe~ his world-shaping book, The city of God.

Aurelius, Marcus
Meditations (Tr.)
Various editions have different titles. These half-pathetic yet courageous
notes made by the Stoic emperor in his diary may be compared with the
sturdy Stoicism of the slave Epictetus in his Moral di.scou,-ses (Tr.).
Both books are very readable.

Ayer, Alfred J.
Language, truth, and logic ( I 936)
About the only readable introductory book on the recently much discussed relation between the meaning of words (semantics) and philosophy. Ayer has a particular thesis to defend, which should be taken
critically. Along the same line is C. K. Ogden, Bentham's theory of
fictions (1932).

Bacon, Francis
Advancement of learning
The first important expression of the hopes of the new modern science
in English, though the author promptly translated it into Latin. This
book, and the opening sections of his Novum organum (Tr.), are well
worth reading. There is a good little book by C. D. Broad, Philosophy
of Francis Bacon (1926).
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Ballou, R. 0., Spiegelberg, F., and Friess, H. L. (eds.)
The Bible of the world ( 1939)
Much the most successful effort to bring the leading sacred books of the
great religions into one volume, cleverly abridged and well printed. For
readers interested in one religion, other references might be given, such
as Nicol Macnicol (ed.), Hindu scriptures (Everyman's), or M. Pickthall's readable rendering of the Koran.

Bennett, Charles
Philosophical study of mysticism ( 1923) ; and, The dilemma
of religious knowledge ( 1931)
By a professor at Yale, whose early death brought too soon an end to some
of the best writing on religion in recent years.

Berdyaev, Nicholas
Dostoevsky (Tr., 1934, D. Attwater)
Dostoevsky, the novelist, has been a powerful influence shaping European theology. It is an anti-rationalist trend, "the heart has its reasons,"
which appeared also in Kierkegaard (Philosophical fragments, tr. ed.,
Swenson, or Walter Lowrie's big volume of summaries), and Rudolf
Otto (Idea of the holy, tr. by Harvey), etc.

Bergson, Henri
Creative evolution (Tr., Mitchell)
His most famous book, though less valued by philosophers than his
Matter and memory. He claims to be the one thoroughly evolutionist
philosopher, and places intuition above intellect. More attractive to
most readers will be his Two sources of morality and religion (Tr.,
1935, by Audra and Brereton), and his little book on Laughter.

Berkeley, George
New theory of vision ; Principles ; Dialogues ; etc. ( Philosophical works, ed. by Fraser, vol. 1 ; or other editions)
The paradoxical Irish bishop and his denial that matter exists have
stirred many a person to take thought about the nature of knowledge.

Bevan, Edwyn Robert
Symbolism and belief ( 1938)
An able study of the symbols in which religion expresse·s itself, a work
of real penetration.

Bradley, Francis Herbert
Appearance and reality (Ed. 9, 1930)
Bradley is probably the deepest thinker that England produced in the
late 19th century, but his books are not for beginners. His Principles of
logic (Rev. ed., 1922, 2 vols.) has been called the most difficult philosophical book that is worth reading ever written in English; but the
above "disappearance of reality" is not far behind it in that respect,
though his style has brilliance at times.
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Caird, Edward
Evolution of theology in the Greek philosophers (1904).
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2

vols.

Possibly the most readable and interesting product of Hegelian
philosophy in England, but not more readable than the refreshing book,
The religious teachers of Greece (1908), by James Adam.

Clarke, Edwin
Art of straight thinking ( 1929)
A good book for beginners on the most helpful aspects of applied logic.
Apart from popular books such as this, modern logic is not something
to read but something to study.

Clifford, William K.
Lectures a,nd essays ( 1879).

2

vols.

A remarkable mathematician, with a genius for popular exposition,
Clifford here indulged in some bold philosophical speculation.

Cohen, Morris
Reason and nature ( r 931)
A book which has the great merit of singing the praises of reason in
an age which has largely forgotten there is any such thing.

Cook, Stanley A.
The Old Testament; a reinterpretation ( 1936)
An excellent summary of the present situation in Old Testament
scholarship. A good short book is J. E. McFadyen, Introduction to
the Old Testament (Rev. ed., 1933). A scholarly general introduction
has recently been written by Harry E. Fosdick, A guide to understanding the Bible ( 1938). Excellent books in the same field of Old Testament study are the historical studies by A. Lods, and John M. P.
Smith, Moral life of the Hebrews ( 1923), as well as the old classic
works of William Robertson Smith, Lectures on the religion of the
Semites, etc.

Descartes, Rene
Discourse on method ( r 637). (Tr.)
Still read in French schools, as recommending that clarity and order
which have been so characteristic of French writers since Descartes'
day. It is one of the world's great books.

Dickinson, Goldsworthy Lowes
A modern symposium ( 1905)
Throws some of the ideas that move the modern man into the form of a
stimulating dialogue.

Durant, William J.
Story of philosophy ( 1926)
Durant selects what is interesting, rather than what is profound, and
though not inaccurate, the scale and proportions are peculiar. For the
reader who wants a little philosophy, not too much. The same is true
of the most popularly written of the Gifford Lectures on religious
philosophy, William M. Dixon, The human sit1wtion ( 1937).
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Edman, Irwin
Four ways, of philosophy ( 1937)
Brilliant characterizations of typical attitudes, best appreciated by
the reader who knows philosophy fairly well.

Fichte, Johann Gottlieb
Vocation of man (Tr., Smith)
A sample of German idealism, one of the popular writings of the
philosopher of moral duty, whose Addresses to the German nation are
classics of German nationalism.

Fite, Warner
Moral philosophy ( 1926)
A remarkable defense of an individualistic personal idealism, combining
a high praise for the use of intelligence with a temperamental dislike
for science. Among such books Walter Lippmann, Preface to morals
(1929), is less good but more discussed. Joseph W. Krutch, Modern
temper, is a rather pessimistic evaluation of the intellectual in the
modern world.

Fowler, William Warde
Religious experience of the Roman people ( 1911)
The best book on its topic, it makes a difficult subject easy. There is
nothing more stimulating for the beginner in Roman religion than N. D.
Fustel de Coulanges, The ancient city (Tr.), an older classic, whose
theses now need some qualification.

Galloway, George
Philosophy of religion ( 1914)
A competent and close-packed book for students, treating of the
nature and validity of religion.

Gilson, Etienne
Spirit of medieval philosophy (Tr., 1935, A. Downes)
A defense of medieval Catholic thought as really a distinct philosophy.
His Unity of philosophical experience ( 1938) ranges over a considerable part of modern philosophy, from the same Catholic viewpoint. A good English book on the culmination of medieval scholastic
philosophy in Saint Thomas Aquinas is P. H. Wicksteed, Reactions
between dogma and philosophy (1920).

Gomperz, Theodor
Greek thinkers (Tr. Berry and Magnus). 4 vols.
Possibly the best book for the reader who wants to consider Greek
philosophy as an element in Greek culture (Vol. 1 is badly translated).

Hatch, Edwin
Influence of Greek ideas and usages upon the Christian church
(Ed. 2, 1891)
A classic, and something of an essential for understanding early
Christian thought.
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Hegel, G. W. F.
Philosophy of history (Tr.)
A notable book. It is about as much of Hegel himself as most readers
can stand.

Hiriyanna, M.
Outlines of Indian philosophy ( 1932)
About the best history of Hindu thought for the beginner, though the
treatment in George Foot Moore, History of religions, volume 1, is
rather clearer for most readers. The reader who wants the later developments of Hindu thought will find much of interest in James B. Pratt,
India and its faiths (1915), and John N. Farquhar, Modern religious
movements in India.

Hoernle, R. F. Alfred
Idealism as a philosophy ( 1927 ed.)
Expansion of an earlier book, this is about the best book available
for making clear to the beginner what metaphysical idealism means.

Hoffding, Harald
A history of modern philosophy (Tr., 1900, by B. E. Meyer).
2 vols.
Hoffding is the best history of modern philosophy now available, but
calls for careful reading.

Hook, Sidney
John Dewey: an intellectual portrait ( 1939)
Dewey's own writings have been entered under Social Science but he
is, of course, the leading American philosopher today. Hook makes
him more accessible than do most of his own writings.

Htigel, Baron Friedrich von
Mystical element in religion (New ed., 1923). 2 vols.
Von Hugel, the great English Catholic leader, born in Florence of
German and Scotch parents, has here written "if not the last word,
certainly the fullest word" on mysticism, in which the reader has to
wrestle with a rather peculiar style. The devil's advocate against the
mystics is James Leuba, Psychology of religious mysticism ( 1925).

Hume, David
Treatise of human nature.

2

vols.

Often considered the greatest work of English philosophy. Reads easily,
but one needs some prior knowledge of philosophy to appreciate its
problems.

Huxley·, Thomas Henry
Methods and results
These are his most permanently important essays, defending his
interpretation of the meaning and methods of science. To these one
may profitably add his essay, Evolution and ethics, and his book on
Hume.
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James, William
Varieties of religious experience
A famous book on personal religion, though it has been called "religious
slumming," because of his fondness for religious cranks. Of his other
writings, one of the most readable is his Memories and studies, which
contains some of his finest essays-"that exposition at once vivid as
lightning and picturesque as romance." Philosophically his big book on
psychology comes first, followed by his Pragmatism and Will to
believe.

Jones, Rufus M.
Spiritual reformers in the 16th and 17th centuries (1914)
Rufus Jones of Haverford, Quaker leader, is at his best in appreciating
the mystics. This book treats of some interesting people as does his
Flowering of mysticism ( 1939).

Kant, Immanuel
Selections (Tr., ed. by T. M. Greene)
There is no use pretending Kant can be made easy, or that there is any
single book in English that reveals what he signifies, as the most
important modern philosopher. The above selected translations, with
A. C. Ewing's Short commentary on the Critique of Pure Reason,
may get the student a little way forward.

Kellett, Ernest E.
Short history of religions ( 1934)
Kellett is one of the best short surveys of the leading religions, though
Edward W. Hopkins is about as good. A more popularly written book
is Gaius G. Atkins, Procession of the gods ( 1930).

a Kempis, Thomas
Imitation of Christ (Tr.)
A famous book of devotion, mystic pantheism masking itself as
Christianity. Will appeal to those who can catch the spirit of the thing.

Kent, Charles F. ( ed.)
Historical Bible. 6 vols.
One of the best possible books for the general reader who wants the
Bible presented with some apparatus of scholarship, but not overweighted by commentary.

Lammens, Henri
Islam: belief and institutions (Tr., 1929, E. D. Ross)
A good little introduction to the characteristics of this influential religion.

Lamont, Corliss
Illusions of immortality ( 1935)
A highly sceptical and effective attack on all the existing evidences for
immortality, though the author's own positive philosophy is not too
profound.
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Lecky, William E. H.
History of European morals.
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vols.

Chapter I is an examination into English Utilitarianism. The historical
part, which follows, and is a survey of the civilization of later Rome,
makes a fascinating book.

Leibniz, Gottfried Wilhelm
.
The monadology, and other philosophical writings (Tr., 18g8,
by Robert Latta)
Easily the best book, especially valuable for the editor's notes. Leibniz
sketched a popular philosophy for princesses, as Bertrand Russell
remarks, and labored at a profounder one for himself, and the latter
is hard to come at.

Locke, John
Essay concerning the human understanding ( ed. by Fraser, 2
vols.) ; and, Conduct of the understanding ( ed. by Fowler)
The great edition is by Fraser. The Essay and the little Conduct are not
hard to read. Among the most famous of philosophical books.

Lovejoy, Arthur 0.
Great chain of being ( 1936)
Traces, particularly from Plato to Leibniz, the attempt to prove that
the existent world is as rich as it can possibly be, as being the only
theory consonant with the greatness of God.

MacDonald, Duncan Black
Hebrew literary genius ( 1933)
An able investigation of the Old Testament masterpieces. Julius A.
Bewer, Literature of the Old Testament in its historical development
( 1922), illustrates the different literary forms more completely.

McDougall, William
Body and mind (Ed. 8, 1938)
Better in criticism than construction, an excellent study of the age-old
problems of the relation of , body and mind. John Laird, Problems
of the self (1917), is a good additional study supplementary to
McDougall.

McGiffert, Arthur C.
History of Christian thought ( 1932).

2

vols.

The simplest and best organized survey of Christian thought from Jesus
to the Renaissance.

McTaggart, John
Some dogmas of religion ( 1906; new ed., 1930)
Real arguments about points of religion, rather sceptical.
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Merz, John Theodore
History of European thought in the 19th century. 4 vols.
Two volumes on science, and two on philosophy; a very able piece of
work, especially the science section.

Mill, John Stuart

System of logic
Books III and VI are the best worth reading; owing to Book III it
was one of the most influential treatises of the 19th century. His
Three essays on religion may be usefully compared with Hume's famous
Dialogues concerning natural religion.

Myers, F. W. H.
Human personality and its survival of bodily death.
edition.

2

vol.

This big edition is best, because the detailed examples are what count.
A survey of spiritualistic and supernatural phenomena by a careful
student, who came to believe there was a basis of truth to be found
there.

Newman, John Henry
Grammar of assent ( 1870)
A remarkable-defense of faith as against reason, this book not only contains some of his finest prose, but is more valuable to most readers
now than his famous autobiographical Apologia pro vita sua, or even his
Idea of a university (Scope and nature of a university education).

Nietzsche, Friedrich
What Nietzsche taught; edited by Willard Huntington Wright
Gives a good idea of the contents of each of his books, over-emphasizing,
perhaps, his brilliance and sensationalism. It is better to begin with this
than with the Modern Library omnibus volume.

Oesterley, William D. E., and Box, G. H.
Religion and worship of the synagogue ( 1907)
A book of impartial information, written by Gentiles. A similar book,
though more concerned with church organization than with ceremonials, is Michael Williams and J. Kernan, Catholic church in
ac#on ( 1934). ·

Palmer, George Herbert
The field of ethics ( 1901)
Palmer's little books on ethics are very helpful to the beginner; as is
the old standard Manual of ethics· (Ed. 6), by J. S. Mackenzie.

Pascal, Blaise
Thoughts ( 1670). (Tr.)
In these fragments of a great planned work on religion, Pascal "strikes
the highest note of religious passion." His Provincial letters were a
brilliant attack on the Jesuits.
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Patrick, George T. W.
Introduction to philosophy (Rev. ed., 1935)
It introduces the beginner to almost the whole range of philosophical
problems, though the treatment is often noticeably inconclusive. Similar
useful beginner's books are John A. Nicholson, Introductory course in
philosophy (1939); William P. Montague, Ways of knowing (1925);
and Cyril J oad, Guide to philosophy ( 1936).

Perry, Ralph Barton
Thought and character of William James ( 1935).

2

vols.

An intimate study of a mind that approached genius.

Plato
Dialogues and letters (Tr.)
Plato will usually be read in selected dialogues. The great poetphilosopher of Greece, "who makes havoc with all our originalities,"
artist in style, endlessly varied, is one of the essentials of a real
education. The Random House reprint of the Jowett translation, in
two handsome volumes, is best for the ordinary reader; but the student
will compare the translations by A. E. Taylor, by F. M. Cornford, and
(in the Loeb Library) by Paul Storey and others. The best brief book
on Plato, that by A. E. Taylor (in Philosophies Ancient and Modern
Series), is out of print, but Taylor's longer Plato, the man and his
work, is excellent (as is his little book on Aristotle in the People's
Books). Raphael Demos, The philosophy of Plato (1939), is for . study
rather than reading ; and there are many other good books on Plato,
for the special student.

Pratt, James B.
Religious consciousness ( 1920)
He "knows his subject and he knows how to write about it," emphasis
being on the normal rather than, with James, on the abnormal.

Radhakrishnan, Sir Sarvipalli
Eastern religions and western thought ( 1939)
This book, and his Idealist view of life ( 1932), are eloquent expressions
of this Oxford professor's views, concerning what India has to teach
the West.

Renan, Ernest
Life of Jesus (Tr.)
A biography famous because of its picturesque style and descriptive
power. Joseph Klausner, Jesus of Nazareth (Tr., 1925, H. Danby),
is how the life of Jesus looks to a modern Jew. Both these books are
unorthodox from the Christian point of view.

Roth, Leon
Spinoza ( 1929)
About the best book on Spinoza for the present-day reader, though
one must not overlook Sir Frederick Pollock, Spinoza: his life and
philosophy (Ed. 2, 1899; not his small book).
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Royce, Josiah
Spirit of modern philosophy ( 1892)
His most readable book, containing a brilliant survey of modern philosophy, and an exposition of his own idealism ; which latter comes
out again in his Sources of religious insight (1912). His ablest work
is The world and the individual (1899), 2 vols.

Russell, Bertrand
Selected papers (Modern Library, 1927)
Contains most admirable selections from his earlier writings. He has
written numerous other books on philosophy, always readable and full
of epigram: Sceptical essays (1928), Philosophy (1927), etc.

Santayana, George
Selections from his complete works (Edited, 1936, by Irwin
Edman)
A good book to begin with, for Santayana lends himself to such
selections. For further reading may be recommended Soliloquies in
England (1922), Dialogues in limbo (1925), and the earlier Three
philosophical poets ( 1910), Winds of doctrine ( 1913), and Character
and opinion in the United States (1920), as well as the selection of
Logan P. Smith, Little essays. Those who like Santayana at all are
apt to like him very much. His style has been described as too jeweled
to be clear, and even as too self-conscious to be altogether sincere,
but at his best he is superb.

Schopenhauer, Arthur
World as will and idea (Tr. Haldane and Kemp, 3 vols.)
The chief work of the great pessimist philosopher, well translated,
and to be preferred in English to his Essays, which are rather poorly
translated by Saunders and others. We might refer, in connection
with pessimism, to R. A. Tsanoff, The nature of evil (1931).

Scott, Ernest F.
Literature of the New Testament ( 1932)
Lucid summaries of the findings of modern scholarship about each
book. More for special students are James Moffat, Introduction to
the literatitre of the New Testament ( 1911), and Caspar R. Gregory,
Canon and text of the New Testament (1907).

Spencer, Herbert
First principles ( 1862)
Spencer is much more interesting reading than seems generally realized,
both here and in his three volumes on Sociology and two on Ethics.
This volume is a good one to test out one's powers of criticism,
checking up later by comparing with James Ward, Naturalism and
agnosticism ( 2 vols.).
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Spinoza, Benedict
Selections (Tr., ed. by John Wild)
This is the best convenient text for students who dare attack, Spinoza
direct, instead of reading about him in Roth and others. There is a
convenient selection of his Writings on political philosophy (Tr., edited,
1937, by A. G. A. Balz).

Stephen, Leslie
Agnostic's apology ( 1893)
Merciless criticism of accepted religious views. His greatest book,
History of English thought in the 18th century (2 vols.), is for those
who already know the 18th century.

Vitae patrum
. The desert fathers (Tr., 1936, by Helen Waddell)
The charm and even romance of desert life among the hermits, standing
in sharp contrast to Lecky's discussion of Christian asceticism. Miss
Waddell has elsewhere brought out the romantic side of the later
Middle Ages, especially in her translations of Latin Lyrics, in Medieval
Latin lyrics and The wandering scholars, which should be compared
with Arthur Symons, Wine, women, and song, an anthology of
similar translations.

Warren, Henry C.
Buddhism in translation ( 1896)
For the reader who likes glimpses into strange types of mind, this
book makes enthralling reading, and is the best book of Buddhist translations anywhere available. For sympathy with northern Buddhism,
one should turn to Reginald F. Johnson, Buddhist China (1914),
which may be read along with Arthur Waley, Three ways of thought
in ancient China ( 1940), and other brilliant translations of Chinese
philosophy by Waley.

Webb, Clement C. J.
A study of religious thought in England from 1850 ( 1933)
A good brief survey, which reveals the significance of some movements
not easy to understand. Along with it might be mentioned Walter M.
Horton, Contemporary continental theology ( 1938) .

Whitehead, Alfred North
Modes of thought ( 1938)
Recognizing the great originality of Whitehead, as of Charles S. Peirce
(Chance, love, and logic, 1923, etc.), one hesitates to recommend their
books for reading. The above title, however, is much freer than most
of Whitehead of baffling pages. Perhaps the easiest approach to Whitehead is through the little books on him by R. Da,s ( 1938), or Dorothy
Emmett ( 1932).
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Whittaker, Thomas
The Neo-Platonists (Ed.

2,

1917)

Like W. R. Inge, Philosophy of Plotinus (2 vols.), .a book for the
student, but necessary to anyone who would understand the great
currents of philosophical development from Plotinus to the present.

Windelband, Wilhelm
History of philosophy (Tr. by Tufts)
Topical arrangement, so presupposes some knowledge of the course
philosophy, but a book that will repay fairly careful perusal. Easier
read is Rudolf Eucken, The problem of human life (Tr., 19091
W. S. Hough and Boyce Gibson), a rapid survey of the 'h istory
thought.
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History.

Introduction.
There are great difficulties in making recommendations for history reading, due partly to the immense field, partly to the overlapping with texts used in history courses, but most of all to the
fact that some of the greatest subjects are nowhere interestingly
handled, and some of the greatest books overlap one another in
treating a restricted field. Reading lists in history are usually
intended to supplement textbooks and give a rounded knowledge
of a particular period or region. Our aim is totally different. It
refers not so much, in De Quincey's phrase, to the "literature of
knowledge'' as to the "literature of power," to books which are
inspiring reading and introduce us to the facts indeed, but still
more to the reactions of great minds, to the evaluation of fact.
Particularly difficult in these times of change is the task of
selecting books on recent events. A year, two years, may change
the .picture pretty completely. So all we can do is to suggest here
a reading list in contemporary events, subject to rapid modification
as time goes on. For Russia, one should surely begin with John
Reed, Ten days that shook the world, and Leon Trotsky, History
of the Russian revolution (Tr., 3 vols. in I), and possibly V. Marcu,
Lenin (Tr., 1928). Then there come The diary of a communist
schoolboy (Tr.), by M. G. Rozanov, and New Russia's primer
(Tr.), by Ilia I. Marshak. Of recent evaluations by outsiders we
might recommend as first choices Maurice Hindus, The great
offensive ( 1933) ; William H. Chamberlin, Russia's iron age
( 1934) ; Tatiana Tchernavin, Escape from the Soviets ( 1934);
Eugene Lyons, Assignment in Utopia (1937); John D. Littlepage
and D. Bess, In search of Soviet gold ( 1938) ; Harry G. and
Rebecca Timbres, We didn't ask Utopia ( 1939). For Italy there is
the obviously prejudiced but interesting G. A. Borgese, Goliath: the
march of Fascism ( 1938) ; and for Germany, Stephen H. Roberts,
The house that Hitler built ( 1937) ; G. E. Gedye, Betrayal in
central Europe (Fallen bastions, 1939); and Hermann Rauschning, The revol-ution of nihilism (Tr., 1939). These the interested
reader ought to know, bu.t the flow of new books and the changing
scene make further advice impracticable here.
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A valuable field of extra reading which many students neglect
is that referring to methods of historical research: for instance,
such books as C. V. Langlois and C. Seignobos, Introduction to the
study of history (Tr., Berry); Allen Johnson, Historian and historical evidence; Sir Charles Oman, On the writing of history;
John M. Vincent, Historical research; H. B. George, Historical
evidence; Jules J usserand, The writing of history; Ernest Scott,
History and historical problems; Frederick Harrison, The meaning
of history, and other historical pieces ( 1894) ; Antoine Guilland,
Mo.dern Germany and her historians (Tr., 1915). Even the most
elementary student of history should read and reread W. Watkin
Davies, How to read history ( 1924). Davies recommends for first
reading by the beginner, John Linton Myers, Dawn of history
(Home U. Lib.), and F. S. Marvin, The living past.
The reader of ancient history now needs to consider the recent
results of archaeology, as sketched in such books as Stanley Casson, The discovery of man ( 1939) ; Patrick Carleton, Buried
empires ( 1939) ; Vere Gordon Childe, Dawn of Eurqpean civilization ( 1939 ed.) ; or in Ur of the Chaldees and other small books
by Sir Charles Leonard Woolley.
In our main list we have mentioned some of the great manyvolumed histories, books which the reader can live with for weeks,
till they enter into the very furniture of his mind. Such books
frighten the hurried reader of today, but at least a volume out of
the larger series might, for want of time to read more, be occasionally a valuable excursion. There are other such histories, as
for instance :
Freeman, Norman conquest. 6 vols. (Vol. 3, Chap. XV.)
Froude, History of England. (Everyman's ed., the volume on
Mary, and Vol.Son Elizabeth, Chaps. 33 _to 37).
Gregorovius, City of Rome in the Middle Ages. 13 vols. (The
text is divided into Books. Read Chap. 7 of Books 6, 8,
ro, 12, and Chaps. 6 and 7 of Book 13).
Grote, History of Greece. II vols. (Chaps. 31, 45, 67-68, 92·- 94).
Lea, History of the Inquisition. 8 vols. (Middle Ages. Read
Book I, Chaps. 9 to 14; Book III, Chaps. S to 9. In Spain.
Book I, Chaps. r to 4; and Books VI and VII).
Channing, History of the United States. 6 vols. (An able history, of which the first volume is a good sample).
MacMaster, History of the people of the United States. 9 vols.
(The early volumes are much to be preferred).
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Henry Adams, History of the United States, I80I-I817. 9 vols.
(A great work, from which selection is possible almost
anywhere).
Rhodes, History of the United States, I850-77. 7 vols. (The
first two volumes are to be preferred).
Ludwig Pastor, History of the Popes, of which the translation
already .h as passed thirty volumes, is hopeless as a whole
for most readers, but very readable in selections. More manageable is Leopold von Ranke, History of the Popes (Tr.
Austin, 2 vols.) .
The student of history should know some of the great standard
textbooks, even if not studying them in college courses. James
Henry Breasted, Ancient times, has often been reprinted, under
various titles, The conquest of civilization ( 1938 ed.) for instance.
James Harvey Robinson, Introduction to the history of western
Europe, is equally a text that is a classic. Others are G. B. Adams,
Civilization during .the Middle Ages; Ephraim Emerton, Introduction to the study of the Middle Ages; James Bryce, The Holy
Roman Empire; F. P. G. Guizot, History of civilization in Europe
(Tr., which should be read in an edition with fairly recent annotations); various books by Henri Pirenne, his Medieval cities (Tr.,
1925) for instance; Jacob Burckhardt, The civilization of the
Renaissance in Italy (Tr.); J. H. Robinson and H. W. Rolfe,
Petrarch, the first modern scholar (Ed. 2, 1914); John Fiske, The
critical period of American history.
There are other books that are so valuable and informing that
we regret excluding them from our main list. They are such books
as J. A. R. Marriott, The Eastern question (Ed. 4, 1940) ; F.
Nansen, In northern mists (Tr., 19u, Chater, 2 vols.), on the
Norse explorations; Frederick J. Turner, Frontier in American
history ( 1920), indispensable to the special student of American
history; John Herman Randall, Jr., Our changing civilization
( 1929), and The making of the modern mind ( 1940 ed.) ; or
again, that famous attack on religions as the mischief makers of
past history, Winwood Reade, The martyrdom of man. Some
people have found a value in the showy erudition and generalizations of Oswald Spengler, Decline of the West (Tr.). ; or in the
elaboration of Arnold Toynbee, Study of history ( 6 vols., plus),
but we have here decided against such inclusion. We list the great
classic historians of the Greek world under cla:ss 8.
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History Booklist.
Allen, Frederick Lewis
Only yesterday ( 1931)
The hurrying events of today have awakened an interest in the
immediate past which formerly hardly existed. This book and its sequel,
Since yesterday ( 1940), are as well done a sketch of what was going on
in the United States since the First World War as probably we can now
hope for. For the early years of the century there is Mark Sullivan, Our
times ( 1928ff., 6 vols.). Allen has written a more detailed study of 20th
century American financiers, Lords of creation ( 1935). Here again,
Matthew Josephson, Robber barons: the story of the great American
capitalists, r861-1901 (1934), and Oscar Lewis, The big four (1938),
extend the story back into the previous century.

Beard, Charles A. and Mary R.
Rise of American civilization ( 1927).

.
2

vols.

American history related with verve and pungency. America in midpassage ( 1939) continues the story to the present time, but somewhat
less successfully. James Truslow Adams, Epic of America (Ed. 2, 1933),
though very popular, is much surpassed by the Beards.

Benns, Frank L.
Europe since 1914 (Ed. 4~ 1939)
Included here, though a text, because of the importance of the subject
to everyone, for it bridges the gap between two World Wars, and is
crowded with information, yet clearly organized.

Bowers, Claude G.
Jefferson and Hamilton ( 1925)
An epic of twelve years' struggle, written with sympathy for Jefferson,
but with fairness and dramatic vigor.

Breasted, James H.
History of Egypt (Ed.

2,

1909)

Easily the best as well as the most readable volume on the subject.
Along with it should be mentioned his Dawn of conscience (1933),
where he maintains that morality and civilization were born on the
Nile, and gives a popular survey of the growth of Egyptian religion.
A recent popular piece of fiction, The lost queen, of Egypt ( 1937), by
Lucile P. Morrison, may here be referred to, for the fidelity of the
background of Egyptian life.

Buckle, Henry T.
History of civilization in England. ( 1857-61)

2

vols.

Buckle never got further than his introduction concerning the background of civilization. He needs to be read critically, but after many
years there is still no introduction to history or sociology which so sweeps
the reader away by its cleverness, its readableness, and its enthusiasm,
and that is true in spite of the showy insecurity of his sweeping generalizations.
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Carlyle, Thomas
French revolution ( r 837)
A masterpiece of impressionism, titanic, willful, vehement, to which
one, of course, does not go for the facts. A less explosiye historian of
the period should be read first.

Churchill, Winston
World crisis. (Ahr. ed., r vol., 1931)
Prejudiced, graphic history of the First World War. His opinion that
the leaders of Europe were all, with the exception of Churchill,
criminally idiotic, seems fairly well founded-except as regards the
exception. The Russian-German front is discussed in his The unknown
war: the Eastern, front ( 1931).

Coulton, George G.
Medieval panorama ( 1938)
English life before the Reformation, learned, skillful, with a sense of
movement, a positive standpoint which is anti-Catholic, and an eloquent
style. His anthology, Life in the Middle Ages, is excellent in selection.
We might in connection with these books refer to J. Jusserand, English
wayfaring life in the Middle Ages (Tr. by L. T. Smith, new ed., 1921),
"a classic that never bores"; and to the Paston letters (Everyman's
abr. ed., 2 vols.) ; also to William Stearns Davis, Life on a medieval
barony, semi-fictional, and with the location France; to the Everyman's
edition of Villehardouin and De Joinville on the Crusades ; to Frederick
Seebohm's still valuable classic, The English village community (1883).

Diehl, Charles
Byzantine portraits (Tr., 1927, H. Bell)
The subjects mostly queens of the Eastern Roman Empire, a picture of
the Empire reflected in these lives, and sober truth that reads like
fiction. May we here also refer to W. S. Davis, The beauty of · the
purple ( 1924), a clever fictional rendering of the scene in Constantinople
in the days of Leo the !saurian; and Georgina Buckler, Anna Comnena
( 1929), which . reveals a civilization through a single .interesting
biography.

Dozy, Reinhart P. A.
Spanish Islam (Tr., 1913, Stokes)
For seventy-five years the standard history of a great period of history,
well translated. In popular form the end of the period is described by
Washington Irving, in The conquest of Granada.

Durant, William James
Our oriental heritage ( 1935)
This and his Life of Greece ( 1939) are two parts of a survey of the
cultural history of the world, successful to a degree, though not perfect,
but hav.ing no rival of the same scope and aim, and the same readability.
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Fisher, H. A. L.
A history of Europe ( 1935). 3 vols., reprint in

I.

He writes as an English Protestant liberal, and makes some slips due
to the impossibility of one man's knowing everything. But it is an able
history, by a sound historian, not so amateurish as Wells, and not too
like a textbook.

-Froissart, Jean
Chronicles ( 1326-1400) . (Tr.)
An unrivalled picture of the chivalry of France in the writ~r's own lifetime, "no more graphic account exists of any age."

Gibbon, Ed ward
Decline and fall of the Roman Empire. (Ed., 1902, J. Bury,
7 vols.)
One of the greatest of historical works, completed 1788, covering the
whole civilized Western world of the period, r8o to 1453 A. D., but most
fully up to 64r. Gibbon is unfair to the Eastern Roman Empire, and to
Christianity, yet . the latter furnishes material for some of his most
vigorous chapters, such as rs, r6, 23, and Justinian for others that are
noteworthy, 40 to 44. Other selections might include Chapter 34 (Attila),
and 49, 50, 51, 58, 68 (the conflict with Mohammedanism), and the
closing summary in 7r. A work less brilliant, but valuable as a supplement to Gibbon, is Milman, History of Latin Christianity (9 vols.), of
which we may recommend especially vol. 2, Book III, Chap. 7 ; vol. 41
Book VII, Chaps. r, 2 1 3, 6; vol. 6, Book IX, Chaps. 9 and ro.

Glotz, Gustave
Aegean civilization (Tr., 1926, Dobie and Riley)
One of the most interesting of recent historical works, because telling well
the story of the excavations in Crete and elsewhere, revealing ~ great
pre-Greek civilization.

Green, John Richard
Short history of the English people ( 1874)
A history of society, and not of wars and politics, it is justly renowned.
Perhaps the present-day reader would prefer the one volume History of
England by George M. Trevelyan, which is not so much a narrative as
an evaluating essay : "such pages, all full of knowledge and sanity and
daylight of truth" (London Times).

Gruening, Ernest H.
Mexico and its heritage ( 1928)
The standard book on Mexico, its history and its present; necessary
reading for those who would understand Latin America.

Gunther, John
Inside Europe (New ed., 1940)
Frequently revised, it is the most comprehensive picture of Europe and
its leading contemporary personalities that we have. His Inside Asia
( 1939) has tried to do the same for another great continent.
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Hammond, John L. and Barbara
Labour in England, 1760-1832 (3 vols.): Skilled labourer,
Town labourer, Village labourer; and, The age of the Chartists.
This series, completed 19301 gives an "arresting and appalling picture"
of the times, and constitutes a masterpiece of economic history. The Town
Labourer is perhaps to be recommended first. For a little earlier period,
but an even more melancholy picture, one should read M. Dorothy
George, London life in the I8th century (1925): every fourth house a
gin shop, with bootleggers in between; the sixteen hour day including
Sundays, with holidays off for hangings; and the average length of life
was eleven years. After all, there has been progress.

Harris, Herbert
American labor ( 1938)
Though he follows different threads separately down through the years,
the book gives the best general picture of the labor movement in this
country which is available in brief compass.

Haskins, Charles H.
Renaissance of the 12th century.( 1927)
Shows how little the later Middle Ages deserve to be called the dark
ages, or even "medieval," in any derogatory sense. A good popular book
is also his Normans in European history (1915).

Hitti, Philip K.
History of the Arabs ( 1937)
It is desirable to be acquainted with one of the great forces that has
shaped the modern world, Mohammedanism. For the historical aspects
of this Mohammedan culture, the first choice is Hitti, supplemented by
Tor Andrae, Mohammed, the man and his faith (1936).

Huizinga, Johan
Waning of the Middle Ages (Tr., 1924)
Deals with the period of the early Renaissance in the Nether lands and
contiguous territory. A chaotic assemblage of strange facts and keen
comments, it will appeal to the reader who knows already something
about the period.

Kenton, Edna (ed.)
The Jesuit relations: letters from Jesuit missions, 1610-1791
Interesting letters, formerly hidden in the complete edition, and selected
by Kenton ( 1925). They deal with early missions and settlements in
North America.

Lawrence, T. E.
Seven pillars of wisdom ( 1935)
One of the great books of our time ; there is more to this story of
desert marches and blood, in the First World War, than appears on the
surface, but there are readers who feel disappointed. The writer was a
powerful personality, as appears also in his Letters, a personality one
may even dislike, but not ignore.
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Lee, Sidney L.
Great Englishmen of the 16th century ( 1905) .
The introduction and the essays on. More and Bacon reach a high degree
of excellence. Along the same line are David Nicol-Smith (ed.),
Characters of the 17th century (19r8) 1 largely from Clarendon, and
Louis Madelin, The revolutionaries (Figures of the Revolution, Tr.,
1929). George B. Harrison, Elizabethan journals (3 vols. in 11 1938), is
an interesting fictional attempt to create an all-knowing Pepys for the
Elizabethan age.

Legacy Series ( Oxford Press)
Legacy of Greece (ed., R. W. Livingstone, 1922)
Legacy of Rome ( ed., Cyril Bailey)
Legacy of Israel ( ed., E. R. Bevan)
Legacy of Islam ( ed., T. W. Arnold and A. Guillaume)
Legacy of the Middle Ages ( ed., C. G. Crump and E. F. Jacob)
Legacy of India ( ed., G. T. Garratt)
Very well written essays by specialists, of very great value as surveys of
the civilizations in question.

Lohrke, Eugene (ed.)
Armageddon : the World War in literature ( 19 30)
Partly fiction, a very good anthology, which is incidentally a guide to a
large literature. A similar book is Guy Chapman (ed.), Vain glory
( 1937). Among the notable books coming out of the First World War
may be mentioned E. E. Cummings, Enormous room ( 1922), John Masefield, Gallipoli, and Ellen N. La Motte, Backwash of war (1934).

Macaulay, Thomas B.
History of England. 6 vols.
It covers only a short period, 1685-1702, but no history was ever more
graphic, more rapid-flowing, more readable. No selection from it should
fail to include the third chapter. The reader today might also profitably
refer to the Commentary ( 1938), by Sir Charles H. Firth. The brilliant
rhetorical style of Macaulay's Essays (S vols.) has done much to make
the reading of history popular.

Mommsen, Theodor
History of Rome (Tr., Dickson, 4 vols.)
One of the great histories. A possible selection is to read the closing
volume of Mommsen, and then the fourth volume of G. Ferrero, Greatness and decline of Rome (Tr., S vols.), which will give two brilliant
writers at their best.

Morison, Samuel E. and Commager, H. S.
The growth of the American republic. Rev. ed., 1937. 2 vols.
This is about the best narrative history. It does not go back to the
colonial period. A good accompanying volume is that of the selections in
The heritage of America (1939), ed. by H. S. Commager and A. Nevins.
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Motley, John L.
Rise of the Dutch republic. 3 vols.
One of the most vivid of histories, far too little read now, prejudiced
indeed, but on the side of liberty.

Mumford, Lewis
Technics and civilization ( 1934)
"Mr. Mumford not only accepts the machine, he glories in it," "a work
of creative imagination, stimulating and provocative despite technical
lapses," it "might perhaps be classed as one of the prophetic books."
He continues his discussion of the effects of the machine in The culture
of cities ( 1938), which starts in medieval times and ends day after
tomorrow.

National History of France
(Tr., r9r6ff., from the French)
Funck-Brentano, Frantz, The Middle Ages
Batiffol, Louis, Century of the Renaissance
Boulanger, Jacques, Seventeenth-century France
Madelin, Louis, French Revolution
The volumes mentioned are remarkably good. For other periods there may
be better alternatives. For instance, for the eighteenth century it would
be preferable to read James B. Perkins, France under Louis XV (2
vols.), H. A. Taine, The ancient regime (Tr. by J. Durand), and
Arthur Young, Travels in France and Italy (1792).

Olmstead, Albert T.
History of Assyria ( 1923)
Superbly printed, and a great book. His History of Palestine and Syria
to the Macedonian conquest ( 1931) is excellent, and covers a wider field
than Hebrew history. The deciphering of the cuneiform inscriptions is an
interesting story in itself, which was well treated in Robert W. Rogers,
History of Babylon and Assyria (2 vols.), and more recently in Edward
Chiera, They wrote on clay ( 1938).

Parkman, Francis
Pioneers of France in the New World (1865)
First in time of Parkman's enthralling series of frontier histories, which
was followed by The Jesuits in North America, La Salle, The Old
R egime in Canada, Caunt Frontenac, and Montcalm and Wolfe ( 2
vols.), as well as others, such as The conspiracy of Pontiac (2 vols.)
and The Oregon trail. No fiction can exceed the romance of these true
stories.

Parrington, Vernon L.
Main currents in American thought. 3 vols.

.

A history of the United States approached from the side of its literature;
beginning with 1620. Beard is the economic historian, Parrington the
cultural one. Perry Miller, New England mind; the 17th century (1939),
begins what may be a rival of Parrington, but it is hard to read.

54

A

CoLLEGE STUDENT.' s READING

Phillips, Ulrich B.
Life and labor in the old South ( 1929)
A scholarly and absorbing story, based on old diaries and the like.

Prescott, William H.
Conquest of Mexico ( 1843).

2

vols.

Prescott makes of this story, the chief original of which may be read
in Bernal Diaz del Castillo, Discovery and conquest of Mexico, 15171521 (Tr., 1928, Maudslay), an epic and an alluring tale of romantic
adventure. Only slightly less satisfying is his Conquest of Peru; and his
History of the reign of Ferdinand and Isabella (3 vols.) is a greater
piece of historical writing. There is a popular account of what has been
added by recent researches concerning the archeology of America in
Frederick M. Brown, America's yesterday · (1937).

Robinson, James Harvey
The mind in the making ( l 92 l)
A book that everyone ought to read. A noted historian, the author is
here as racy and slashing as was usual with him, and we must take it in
place of the big book he never wrote, on the history of human intelligence and stupidity.

Russell, Bertrand A. W.
Freedom versus organization, 1814-1914 ( 1934)
The author is not a professional historian, but his book is stimulating
reading, though not a complete survey of the thought of the period. The
subject dealt with is the causes of political change, and his ironic comments pierce through a lot of false pretenses.

Seeley, Sir John Robert
Expansion of England ( 1883)
A book that itself helped to make history, by confirming England in her
imperial policy, like the writings of the Amercan Mahan on naval
power. A good volume on the beginnings of expansion is The expansion
of Europe, r4r5-I789, by Wilbur C. Abbott.

Smith, Preserved
History of modern culture (2 vols. published, 1930-34)
A work in progress, it covers in these two volumes the period 1543 to
1776. Full of information, if not of new insights, it is a history of thought,
rather than of the arts.

Symonds, John Addington
Renaissance in Italy ( originally 7 vols., completed 1886)
Brilliant essays, rather than a connected history, and a bit diffuse. The
section on art is rather out of date; the treatment of the period of
Machiavelli, one of the best.
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Taylor, Henry Osborn
Medieval mind (Ed.

2,

1914).

2
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vols.

A perfect encyclopedia, almost too rich; try Book V, and then Books
III and IV. His Thought and expression in the 16th century (2 vols ..
1920) continues the story. "When he thoroughly likes his subject, Mr
Taylor is superb. One divines that the largest aspects of history on the
one hand, and minute research on the other, irk Mr. Taylor's mind"
(Nation). For the beginner, his Classical heritage of the Middle Ages,
and Edward K. Rand, Founders of the Middle Ages, might be recommended for first reading.

Traill, H. D. and Mann, J. S. (eds.)
Social England ( 1901 ed. or later). 6 vols.
Written by various authors, it is full of delight for those who like to
read about the customs of the past. One can begin anywhere.

Trevelyan, George Macaulay
England under the Stuarts ( 1905)
This book and his England in the age of Wycliffe (New ed., 1904) are
outstanding among period histories, though the Wycliffe has some errors
of detail. Frederick Seebohm, Oxford reformers ( 1867), is an older
classic about a short period of English history, the coming of the
Renaissance.

Webb, Walter P.
The Great Plains ( 1931)
What the Great Plains threaten to become today may be read in Paul
B. Sears, Deserts on the march ( 1935). But the early history is a great
epic of our last frontier, of hardy scouts and pioneers and Indian
fights. What our sainted forefathers did tq the Indian may be read in
William C. McLeod, American Indian frontier (1928).

Wells, Herbert George
The outline of history. (First published,

1920)

Scholars demur, and his emphases are often quite wrong-headed, but he
has brought it about that people were reading him who had read no
other history. He gives one a sense that things have happened in remote
regions and corners of the world, as well as in Europe.

Wilhelm, Richard
A short history of Chinese civilization (Tr., 1929, by J. Joshua)

It is not so well written, but the author knew his subject profoundly,
and relegates dates and the like to the end, conveying to the reader
his own admiration for a great civilizati«;m. The civilization of China
(Home University Library), by Herbert A. Giles, is "an admirable and
intimate little treatise." For an introduction to the politics of the Eastern
question, there is a meaty little book by Alexander F. Whyte, Future of
East and W est (1932).
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CLASS 5.

Geograp~y and Travel.
Introduction.

No literature is more interesting, or more ephemeral, than
that of travel. A few great classics survive the years, but most
of the currently popular books are of recent writing. A reading
list that tries to cover all the interesting regions of the world has
to be very large indeed. We have chosen to make selection of
books remarkable in themselves, rather than for the region they
treat. College students sometimes avoid the field as not instructive,
but only amusing: "I am a busy young man, and can read only
what will improve my mind." There could be no greater mistake
than avoiding travel books for such a reason.
We have not tried to be very complete on straight geography
bo.oks. But there are some very good ones, of which we may mention: Ellsworth Huntington and ·S .. W. Cushing, Principles of
human geography (Ed. 4, 1934); Joseph R. Smith, North America ( 1940 ed.) ; George B. Cressey, China's geographic foundations
( 1934); William R. Shepard, Latin America (Home U. Lib.).
Good anthologies of travel tales are full of entertainment: for
instance, Henry C. Adams (ed.), Wonder book of travellers' tales
(1936); Hardy R. Finch and M. T. Parker (eds.), Roads to travel
( 1936) ; Henry J. N ewbolt (ed.), Book of the long trail; Milton
Waldman (ed.), Omnibus book of travellers' tales ( 1932·).
We might have found a place in our main list for other varieties
of travel literature. There are, for instance, appreciations of the
English scene, as contrasted as Mary B. Mitford, Our village
(1832), and John B. Priestley, English journey (1934). There is
the photographer in the jungle, for example, Frederick W. Champion, With a camera in tiger-land (1928) and The jungle in sunlight and shadow ( 1934) ; or the fisherman on the seas, Zane Grey,
for instance, Tales of sword fish and tuna ( 1927). There are
wanderers by nature, Harry A. Franck, Vagabond journey around
the world ( 1910), · or William H. Davies, Autobiography of a
super-tramp; dwellers in out of the way places, Jack McLaren, My
crowded solitude, J. R. Ackerley, Hindu holiday ( 1932), Graham
Greene, A journey without maps ( 1936); sailors of strange seas,
John Bulkeley and J. Cummins, Voyage to the South Seas in His
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Majesty's ship, the Wager ( 1928 reprint) ; voyagers of the skies,
A. de Saint-Exupery, Night flight, and Wind, sand and stars (both
translated), or Ann Lindbergh, Listen! the wind. Autobiographies
like David Crockett's, or Frederick Burnham, Scouting on two
continents, may belong here too. This is reading to take a man
out of himself.

Geography and Travel Booklist.
Adamic, Louis
The native's return ( 1934)
The author's return to Jugoslavia, especially delightful when he reaches
his native village, and you see it all through his eyes.

Beazley, Charles R.
Dawn of modern geography ( 1907). 3 vols.
A survey of the travel literatulie of the Middle Ages and the Renaissance,
that grows more interesting as it proceeds.

Bell, Gertrude L.
Syria, the desert and the sown (1907)
A most remarkable woman, who in this book tells how she ventured
alone into the desert east of Palestine, a marvelous tale.

Benson, Edward F.
Ferdinand Magellan ( 1929)
An enthralling story of tempest and mutiny, of courage and privation.
The circumnavigators off er a whole series of thrilling narratives :
Captain Cook, or Kippis reporting about Cook; Lord Anson, as
reported by Richard Walter ; Dampier ; Drake ; etc.

Borrow, George H.
Bible in Spain ( 1843)
Very little about the Bibles he was distributing, but a great deal about
vagabonding in Spain, 1835-9. Borrow leads among books of Spanish
travel, though there is also Richard Ford, Gatherings from Spain, and
one should not forget Washington Irving, whose Alhambra "made the
place and all its memories so thoroughly his· own."
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Christy, Cuthbert
Big game and pygmies ( 1924)
Big game hunting in the Congo forests, vividly told and breathlessly
exciting. The travel books on Africa are, of course, very numerous,
including the classic explorers: Baker, Burton, Speke, Livingstone,
Stanley, Boyd Alexander, Mungo Park, Du Chaillu. The interested
reader can make a whole reading list out of these alone. And then there
are other more recent books of remarkable quality: H. Coudenhove,
My African neighbors (1925); Daniel Crawford, Thinking black;
Francis B. Young, Marching on Tanga; Thomas A. Barns, Wonderland of the eastern Congo; G. Frennsen, Peter Moor's journey; etc.; but
some of these unfortunately are out of print.

Colum, Padraic
Road round Ireland ( 1926)
"It has no plan save that of taking things as they happen to come,"
but it gives a good picture of the new Free State. Another survey, with
less travel in it, is Stephen L. Gwynn, Charm of Ireland (1934).

Cushing, Frank H. ( compiler and tr.)
Zuni folk tales (New ed., 1931)
Something of a classic of Indian lore, which some may like, some not,
but it is no ordinary feat of translation of the inner soul of a people. Leo
Crane, Indians of the enchanted desert ( 1925), has more the character
of a travel book of our Southwest, but brings us very close to Indian
life.

Dana, Richard Henry
Two years before the mast ( 1840)
Many sailors have pronounced this the most life-like description of sailor
life ever written. For other vivid descriptions of life at sea may we cite
Frank T. Bullen, Cruise of the Cachalot; Joshua Slocum, Sailing alone
around the world; and more recently, Alan J. Villiers, By way of Cape
Horn (1930). A minor, but interesting, book is that on sea chanteys,
Capstan bars (1932), by David W. Bone.

Daniels, Jonathan
A southerner discovers the South ( 1938)
The automobile has sent Americans hither and yon across their country,
and not a few have written of what they saw, but this is one of the best
for catching what is really significant today.

Dibelius, Wilhelm
England (Tr., 1930, M. G. Hamilton)
First written in 1923, with real understanding, balance, and restraint,
it was an effort to make the real England known to the Germans. It
makes interesting reading in retrospect now, as does Eugene Diesel,
the son of the inventor, in Germany and the Germans (Tr., 1931, W. D.
Robson-Scott).
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Doughty, Charles M.
Travels in Arabia deserta ( 1888, since reprinted).
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"Contains the most intimately true and penetrating account of desert
life ever written." Real literature, a tale of strange adventures told in
Saxon English with an oddly archaic flavor. Has been reprinted in full
(1936), and in an abridgement by Garnett (1931). Arabia has produced
some remarkable travel diaries in English: William G. Palgrave, A
year's journey through central and eastern Arabia; Richard Burton,
Pilgrimage to Al-Medina and Mecca; to which might possibly be added
Arabia felix (1932), by Bertram Thomas.

Dufferin, Frederick, Marquess of
Letters from high latitudes ( 1857)
The classic book of travel in Iceland, reprinted in Everyman's Library.

Gide, Andre
Travels in the Congo (Tr., 1929, D. Bussy)
The distinguished French author saw many things in the Congo, rather
more than he was expected to see, and the book shows the reactions
of a highly intelligent and sophisticated mind in the midst of savage surroundings. Alongside it may be placed Africa view (1931), by Julian S.
Huxley, a journey to East Africa.

Hakluyt, Richard
Voyages of Elizabethan seamen.
A famous classic, a remarkable collection of stories of sea-travel, first
published in 1589, revised in 1600, "the prose epic of the English
nation." Everyman's Library contains the most available edition (8
vols.), and some of the best are reprinted in E. Raymond Beazley (ed.),
Voyages and travels, 2 vols. (An English Garner, vols., IO-II).

Hall, H. Fielding
The soul of a people ( 1898)
A most sympathetic portrayal of the manners and beliefs of the people of
Burma.

Hearn, Lafcadio
Glimpses of unfamiliar Japan ( 1894).

2

vols.

Hearn, born of Irish and Greek parents in Greece, became an American
reporter, wrote the brilliant picture of travel, Two years in the French
West Indies (1890), then went to Japan to marry a Japanese wife and
teach English. His first and most colorful impressions of Japan are in
the book above, though his Japan: an attempt at an interpretation is his
most penetrating analysis and evaluation.
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Hedin, Sven A.
Trans-Himalaya ( 1909-1913). 3 vols.
Popular story by the Swedish explorer of one of the great journeys of
modern times, made across Asia. His Across the Gobi desert (Tr., 1932,
H. J. Cant) has the same vivid quality. Of travellers in the heart of
Asia there have been many: old Abbe Hue (E. R. Hue and J. Gabet),
Travels in Tartary, Thibet, and China, 1844-6 (Tr. by W. Hazlitt, ed. P.
Belliot, 1928, 2 vols); M. Aurel Stein, for instance his Ruins of desert
Cat hay ( 1912, 2 vols.), which makes one feel the desert desolation; William Gill, River of golden sand; or more recently the big volume by
Roy Chapman Andrews and others, New conqiiest of central Asia
(1933); or again the light-hearted News from Tartary (1936) of Peter
Fleming; and a book which, if true, gives an amazing impression of
lying on a big scale, Ferdinand Ossendo\Yski, Beasts, men and gods (Tr.,
1922).

Huxley, Aldous L.
Jesting Pilate ( 1926)

.

The reactions of a keen intellect to a journey round the world. Among
other travel sketches by English literary men may be mentioned two
about Italy: Norman Douglas, Old Calabria; and D. H. Lawrence,
Sea an,d Sardinia.

Jackson, A. V. W.
Persia, past and present ( 1906)
Travels in Persia, an interesting mixture of scholarly references and
personal anecdotes. Along with it may be placed Glory of the Shia world,
translated, it is claimed, from a Persian manuscript, by Percy M. Sykes
( 1910), a living picture of modern Persian life.
·

Kinglake, Alexander W.
Eothen ( 1844)
A classic of travel through Turkey, that tells more how he felt than what
he saw.

Kingsley, Mary H.
West African studies ( 1904 ed.)

.

"One of the most illuminating books on the problem of tropical Africa
ever given to the public" (London Times) ; and it may be added, by one
of the most remarkable women of recent times.

Lane, Edward W.
Manners and customs of the modern Egyptians
First published in 1835, it remains as fine a study of the daily life of a
people as can be found anywhere. "Gerard de · N erval" ( Gerard Labrunie), Women of Cairo (Tr., 1930, Elphinstone, 2 vols.), has not so
much about the customs of the Egyptians as it has Arabian Nights
fantasies of the author.
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Lin Yutang
My country and my people (1935)
A notable attempt to reveal the Chinese character to the West, continued
in his / mportance of living ( 1937). A foreigner who came as close as any
to understanding the Chinese character was Arthur H. Smith, Village
life in China (1900), and Chinese characteristics (1890).

Mackaness, George (ed.)
A book of the Bounty (Everymans, 1938)
This, or John Barrow's assemblage of the documents in the Oxford
World's Classics, gives the most accurate account of this strange melodrama of the South Seas in 1789.

Mafolo, Thomas
Chaka; an historical romance (Tr., 1931, F. H. Dutton)
In semi-fictional form the native author has brought to life a great Zulu
chief in his courage and pride.

O'Sullivan, Maurice
Twenty years a-growing (Tr., 1933, M. L. Davies and G.
Thomson)
A boy's life on the coast of Kerry, Ireland, too idyllic to seem quite
accurate, too medieval to seem quite of our age.

Paul, Elliot H.
The life and death of a Spanish town ( 1937)
The Balearic Islands, the old quiet village, and the coming of tragic war,
insufferable were it not so magically, poetically told.

Pioneer Histories
Beaglehole, J. C., Exploration of the Pacific ( 1934)
Brebner, J.B., Explorers of North America, 1492-1806 (1933)
Foster, Sir William, England's quest of Eastern trade ( 1933)
Hughes, E. R., The invasion of China by the Western world
(1937)
Kirkpatrick, F. A., Spanish conquistadores (1934)
Newton, A. P., European nations in the West Indies, 1493-1688
(1933)
Prestage, Edgar, Portuguese pioneers ( 1934)
Walker, Eric A., Great trek ( 1934)
Williamson, J. A., Age of Drake ( 1938)
A very well worked out series of travel and exploration, telling some
stories well known, others not so much so, with masterly concision and
often with thrills.

A

COLLEGE STUDENT'S READING

Polo, Marco
Book of Marco Polo ( Tr. and ed. by Henry Yule, revised by
Cordier, Ed. 3, 1903). 2 vols.
One of the most famous of travel narratives, best in its sections about
China. There are other less learned editions. A companion volume is
Contemporaries of Marco Polo (1928), edited by Manuel Komroff.

Powell, John Wesley
First through the Grand Canyon (New ed., 1915)
There are many stories and biographies of the winning of the West,
and the explorations that opened up a new empire. But in them all there
is no more thrilling story of straight exploration than this heroic feat.

Scott, Robert F.
Scott's last expedition, ed. by L. Huxley ( 1914).

2

vols.

The journal of his fatal Antarctic expedition, one of the finest modern
tales of heroism. The South Pole has produced rather the higher
quality of exploration narrative: Sir Ernest Shackleton, South ( 1920) ;
Apsley Cherry-Garrard, The worst journey in the world (1 vol. ed.,
1930); Frank A. Worsley, Endurance (1931), every one a classic of
valor and terror.

Stevenson, Robert Louis
An inland voyage; and, Travels with a donkey ( 1878-9)
A canoe trip from Belgium to France, and a journey over the hills of
southern France, two travel classics. It would be easy to make a reading
list of charming books devoted to French travels : Henry James, Little
tour in France ( 1884) ; A. Le Braz, Land of pardons; Charles W.
Wood, In the valley of the Rhone; etc.

Tomlinson, H. M.
Sea and the jungle ( 1913; new ed., 1920)
A well-written narrative of a tramp steamer trip from England up the
Amazon. His Tide marks (1924) 1 and his essays in Old junk (1919)
and Out of soundings ( 1931), touching many lands and many seas, are
marvellous prose.

Turi, Johan O.

Book of Lappland (Tr., 1931, Hatt and Nash)
A naive old man's story of the ways of his people, very human and
unspoiled.

Up de Graff, Fritz W.
Head hunters of the Amazon ( 1923)
Seven years in the jungle, where the world is really uncivilized, an
unimaginable story by an unimaginative man. Of other personal accounts
of South America we may here adduce for their quality of exciting
narrative William M. McGovern, Jungle paths and Inca rnins (1927),
and Julian Duguid, Green hell ( 1931).
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Waln, Nora
House of exile ( 1933)
This story of a Philadelphia girl in contact with an upper-class family in
old China, with its thousands of years of tradition, is a superb picture of
contrasting civilizations. Her Reaching for the stars (1939), in those
parts in which she relates her own experiences, brings the Germany of
Hitler before us with an almost unendurable lucidity.

Williams, Albert R.
The Russian land ( 1928)
The essential Russia, old and new; a book that differs from most in
being not so very much interested in Five Year Plans and the Ogpu, but
it helps one to understand.

Young, Geoffrey W.
On high hills ( 1926)
After a chapter or two of allusive writing, the author really begins to
climb, and it makes the arm-chair, traveller dizzy trying to keep up with
him. The literature of mountaineering is a large one, and makes fascinating reading. There are the classic writings of Edward Whymper,
Scrambles among the Alps, 1860-1869, and Travels among the Great
Andes of the Equator (vol. 1). There are A. F. Mummery, My climbs
in the Alps and Caucasus (1936 reprint); and Francis E. Younghusband,
Wonders of the Himalaya ( r 924) . Everyman' s Library contains Peaks,
passes and glaciers (ed. by E. H. Blakeney), and John Tyndall, Glaciers
of the Alps. But these are only a hint of what the literature contains.
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CLASS 6.

Biography.

Introduction.
In our selection of biographies, we have omitted many that
have a deservedly high reputation. We are not denying that there
are excellent biographies of Washington and Franklin, Andrew
Jackson, Robert E. Lee, Abraham Lincoln. For Lincoln, to take
one case, there are Charnwood, Nathaniel Stephenson ( Account
of his personal life), and Lincoln's own speeches and letters ( for
instance, in Everyman's), as well as Beveridge, whom we list, and
Sandburg. Then again, there are men whose careers have been so
intrinsically interesting that almost any biography of them must
reflect some of this interest: L. Binyon, Akbar; G. Brandes, Goethe
(Tr., 2 vols.) ; J. Forster, Dickens; Frank Harris, Oscar Wilde;
A. C. McGiffert, Martin Luther; C. G. Robertson, Bismarck;
Southey, Nelson; P. Villari, Savonarola (Tr., 2 vols.) ; Voltaire,
Charles XII; M. B. Werner, Barnum and Brigham Young; U.
Wilcken, Alexander the Great (Tr.); B. Williams, Cecil Rhodes;
0. E. Winslow, Jonathan Edwards; to which may be added quite
a number of others: Joseph McCabe, Peter Abelard, and the life
of his great rival, Satint Bernard, by J. Cotter Morison ; or that
remarkable segment of world history revealed in Ralph Fox,
Genghis Khan, and Harold Lamb, Tamerlane.
Numerous autobiographies are full of interest because of the
peculiar qualities of character illustrated : Henri Ami el, Journal
intime (Tr.); A. Blackwood, Episodes before thirty; R. Boleslawski, Way of the lancer; Giacomo Casanova, Memoirs (Tr. by
Arthur Machen, ed. F. A. Blossom, 1932, 2 vols.); Will James,
Lone cowboy; R. Jeffries, Story of my heart; F. Mistral (author
of the Proven~al epic Mireio), Memoirs (Tr.); George Moore,
Confessions of a young 1nan; John Muir, Story of my boyhood and
· youth; Dorothy Osborne, Letters to Sir William Temple; Theodore
Roosevelt, Letters to his children; J. Ruskin, Praeterita; Helen
Thomas, World without end; F. C. C. Yeats-Brown, Bengal lancer;
and Alexander Smith, Dreamthorp, is mostly autobiographical.
Three very interesting autobiographies might have a place in our
main list, Aleksander Herzen, My past and thought (Tr., 1925,
C. Garnett, 6 vols.), a remarkable study of early Russian revolu-
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.tionaries; William Hickey, Memoirs ( ed. by A. Spencer, 1923,
4 vols.), a curious example of an extravert without moral scruples;
and the Book of Talbot (1933), by Violet Mary Clifton, his wife,
telling of another extravert and traveller, in which the lyric flights
of the wife almost make us miss her "hero's" vitality and dash.
Of early biographies we might have included John Evelyn, Diary,
or Lucy Hutchinson, Memoirs of Colonel Hutchinson) or the autobiographies of Cardan, Hans Andersen, Holcroft, Trelawny,
Augustus Hare. Then there is Barrett H. Clark (ed.), Great short
biographies of the world.
We have here given these supplementary lists to indicate how
arbitrary is the line between our main list and other biographical
writing of very high order, but we think our main list is full of
good and pleasant things, however numerous may be its rivals.

Biography Booklist.
Adams, Henry
The education of Henry Adams ( 1918)
One of the most remarkable autobiographies, very modern, endlessly
whimsical to the point of repetition and fatigue, profoundly pessimistic.

Adams, John Quincy
Diary, 1794-1845 (Edited, 1928, by Allan Nevins)
Remarkable as a review of what was going on in Washington through
eventful years ; by no means all political, though it is our greatest
political diary.

Addams, Jane
Twenty years at Hull House ( 1910)
Autobiography, anecdotal and entertaining, of a famous settlement worker
in Chicago, continued in The second twenty years.

Aksakov, Sergiei T.
Russian gentleman; Years of childhood ; Russian schoolboy ;
(Tr. in Oxford World's Classics, 3 vois.)
A classic among Russian autobiographies; . period that of the late 18th
century. "To read this book is to live through Aksakov's childhood."

Anderson, Emily ( ed. and tr.)
Letters of Mozart and his family. (Tr. 1938, 3 vols.)
An amazing translation, that catches the tone of the originals, the humor,
the ~onsense, the touch of genius.
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Antin, Mary
The promised land ( 1912)
Autobiography of a young Russian Jewish girl, who found America the
land of opportunity. "The candid American will read this book with
mingled pride and humiliation." It is well to read, by way of contrast,
Rose Cohen, Out of the shadow (1918). The immigrant autobiography
is almost a literary genre in itself, and contains many interesting books :
M. I. Ravage, An American in the making; Jacob A. Riis, Making of an
American; C. M. Panunzio, .Soul of an immigrant; E. A. Steiner,
Against the current; Pascal d'Angelo, son of Italy.

Barrie, Sir James
Margaret Ogilvy ( 1894)
Barrie's portrait of his mother, the mother whose presence is in all his
works, .and living above all in this beautiful tribute.

Belloc, Hilaire
Danton ( 1899, new ed., 1928)
The first of his biographies, to be followed by Robespierre and others;
all showing his confidence, his style lucid and precise, his Catholic propagandist temper, a brilliant writer.

Beveridge, Albert J.
Abraham Lincoln, 1809-1858 (1928).

2

vols.

Beveridge tried to let the truth be told about Lincoln, and not all readers
will like it. It breaks off in the middle, and must be supplemented, for
instance by Sandburg, for the war years. Beveridge wrote another notable
and much liked American biography, that on John Marshall (4 vols.).

Boswell, James
Life of Samuel Johnson (1791) (ed. by . G. B. Hill; new
edition, 1934, edited by L. F. Powell, 4 vols.)
The greatest of biographies. This is the great edition, but there are many
less elaborate ones that will appeal more to the ordinary reader. Some like
the opening sections, where Boswell is speaking only from hearsay, but
all must like the later sections where he reports his own observations.

Cellini, Benvenuto
Autobiography (Tr. by Symonds, or in Everyman's)
The autobiography of a r6th century artist, who was also a person of
extravagant self-conceit and a good deal of a scamp. Of its own sort the
book is "a masterpiece without a rival."

Chekhov, Anton P.
Life and letters (Tr., Koteliansky and Tomlinson, 1925)
His letters are not inferior in interest to his literary works, and reveal
a remarkable· mind. Along with Chekhov we may mention Konstantin
Aleksieev ("Stanislavski"), author of My life in art (Tr., 1924, Robbins), who was director of the Moscow Art Theatre, and "lived the life
of the old Russia which Chekhov painted.''
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Chesterfield, Philip Stanhope, Earl of
Letters to his son ( 1774)
Letters of advice, and remarkably good advice, though the son did not
always profit by it. The subject is how to handle oneself in the great
world, and like Castiglione, The courtier (Tr. in Everyman's), a classic
on this subject.

Cowper, William
Letters (Everyman's Library)
Cowper, the 18th century poet, "was one of those men said to have a
genius for friendship, and this genius found expression in his letters."

D'Arblay, Frances Burney, Madame
Diary and letters ( ed., 1931, by Muriel Mansfield)
Better than her novel, Evelina ( 1778), were the early parts of her animated diary of the Samuel Johnson circle, the best of which is here
given.

Day, Clarence S.
God and my father ( 1931)
A minor classic of family portraiture, irresistible in humor.

Franklin, Benjamin
Autobiography
First published in 1791, it is a well-known work and deservedly so, "he
never said a word too much."
·

Garland, Hamlin
A son of the middle border ( 1917)
"A memorial of a generation, an epic of such mood and make as has
not been imagined before" (W. D. Howells). It is the epic of the farmer
and the settling of the West, which we meet again in Herbert Quick,
One man's life.

Gibbon, Edward
Autobiography ( 1789)
As much a classic as his great Decline and fall of the Roman empire.

Gissing, George R.
Private papers of Henry Rycroft ( 1903)
Fiction in form, it is largely autobiography, in which a personality
stands out clearly. Gissing wrote an excellent little book on Charles
Dickens.

Gold, Michael
Jews without money ( 1930)
Half autobiography, a Rembrandt picture of the East Side of New
York, with the smells and pathos.
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Gosse, Edmund W.
Father· and son ( 1907)
The extraordinary clash of temperaments between the author and his
father.

Gray, Thomas
Letters (New ed., 1935, edited by Paget Toynbee and L.
Whibley, 3 vols.)
An excellent edition of the 18th century poet who was also one of the
most attractive letter writers in English literature.

Hameln, Gliickel of
Memoirs (Tr., 1932, by M. Loewenthal)
An autobiography full of charm and intimacy, written by a Jewish
woman of Hamburg about her life in 1700, or thereabouts.

Haydon, Benjamin Robert
Autobiography (ed. by T. Taylor)
Haydon was an unsuccessful painter ( 1786-1846), whose disappointed
life ended in suicide. But his fame now rests secure on .these pages from
his journals, which are the historical masterpiece he dreamed of painting
with pigments.

Hudson, William H.
Far away and long ago ( 1918)
"Like a mixture of a Conrad novel and Robinson Crusoe." The story
of his own boyhood, it is his best book, and he is a writer of great
charm.

Hunt, Leigh
Autobiography ( 1850)
One of the most charming of early Victorian autobiographies, because
of the man's gaiety and good nature. The autobiographies of Harriet
Martineau and Anthony Trollope are notable later products of the same
general period ; as is that remarkable biograppy of an unremarkable man,
Thomas Carlyle's Life of Sterling.

Kang, Y ounghill
Grass roof ( 1931)
The story of his early life in Korea, each scene exactly visualized, a
romantic lost paradise, yet told with vigor and simplicity.

Keller, Helen
Story of my life ( 1903)
A most appealing autobiography, of a girl both deaf and blind, and
how she triumphed ovtr her handicaps.
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Lamb, Charles
Letters
There is a good edition of these friendly letters by one of the most loved
of English writers which is edited by A. Ainger (1904). The letters
were first published in 1837. Among the letters written by Englishmen in
the 19th century, may we call attention to the attractiveness of Carlyle's
correspondence with Emerson ( 1834-1872), and the letters of Edward
Fitzgerald and Robert Louis Stevenson.

Lockhart, John Gibson
Memoirs of Scott ( Abr. ed. in Everyman's Library)
One 0f the world's greatest biographies ( 1838). With it one should
read Sir Walter Scott's own very pleasant Journal (1904, 2 vols.).

Mill, John Stuart
Autobiography ( 1873)
Mill was a precocious youth who survived an education that would have
killed any ordinary mortal. Another of the Utilitarians was Herbert
Spencer, whose "admirable truth-telling autobiography" has certain
characters of unconscious humor along with some keen critical observation, for he was "like a logical concept come to life."

Montagu, Lady Mary Wortley
Letters ( ed. by Wharncliffe)
Brilliant letters, "vivid, downright, and scandalous," written from Constantinople and elsewhere, in the age of Pope and Addison.

Morley, John
Diderot ( 1878,

2

vols.)

Perhaps the best of Morley's able French biographies, and valuable for
understanding 18th century France. His most notable biography, the
Life of Gladstone, calls for some knowledge of the politics of the time on
the part of the reader.

Mukerji, Dhan Gopal
Caste and outcast ( 1923)
India and America as seen by a Hindu student. "The book contains the
most precious kind of knowledge for the modern man, the knowledge of
another race and civilization."

Munthe, Axel M. F.
Story of San Michele ( 1929)
This anecdotal autobiography of a fashionable physician with mystic
leanings is not a great work of art, yet somehow it catches certain phases
of life in a manner hard to forget.

N evinson, Henry W.
Autobiography ( Changes and chances, More changes, Last
changes, 3 vols.)
Better read in the complete edition, it is the career of a most remarkable war correspondent, "he is incapable of a dull page." The first twentyfive years of the century by one who really lived them.
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Newman, Ernest
Life of Richard Wagner (Vol. 1, 1933, vol.
not yet published)

2,

1935, vol. ,3

The great study of the life of a most erratic genius. Along with this
musical biography may be mentioned Newman's Unconscious Beethoven
(1927), and his translation of Romain Rolland, Beethoven, the creator
(Vol. I, all that was published). These are all works of great merit.

Paine, Albert Bigelow
Thomas Nast, his period and pictures ( 1904)
The Republican elephant, the Democratic donkey, the Tammany tiger,
we owe to Nast, but more than that, his fight against the Tweed ring
in New York City was one of the epics of American history.

Pepys, Samuel
Everybody's Pepys, edited by 0. F. Morshead ( 1926)
If we must abbreviate Pepys, this is the nearest to perfection in the
doing of it. The great 17th century diarist stands before us in living
concreteness in these pages.

Ramsay, Sir William Mitchell
,
Saint Paul, the traveller and the Roman citizen (Ed. 3, 1898)
Brings the resources of a great scholarship to bear, and yet makes most
fluent reading.

Reitz, Deneys
Commando ( 1930)
Written by a 21-year-old boy, who had fought at 17 in the Boer War;
a story heroic and glamorous, all South Africa is in it.

Rothenstein, Sir William
Men and memories; recollections. ( 1931-2)

2

vols.

In these volumes, and his Since fifty ( 1939), this English artist comes
down the years from 1872 to 1938. The great value of it is that he has
met so many people, Paris and London pass in review.

Rousseau, Jean Jacques
Confessions (Tr.)
There is a fairly good edition in the Borzoi Classics ( 2 vols.) of this
amazingly candid study in self-analysis. One of the world's great books.
Matthew Josephson, J. J. Rousseau ( 1931), is a good, clear biography,
by which Rousseau's own self-evaluations may be checked.

Sabatier, Paul
Saint Francis of Assisi (Tr., 1893, Houghton)
"M. Sabatier, by sheer sympathy of spirit, has caught the clue of such
gracious, guileless sainthood" (Dial). But no portrait of such a genius
of love and spirituality can quite contain all of him.
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Sainte-Beuve, Charles A.
.
Portraits of the 17th century; and, Portraits of the 18th century (Tr. by K. Wormeley, 2 vols.)
Perhaps the world's greatest critic and literary biographer, aiming "not
merely to appraise a writer but to lay bare his soul" ( A. Tilley).

Saint Simon, Louis de Rouvroy, Due de
Memoirs (Tr., 1915-18, F. Arkwright, 6 vols.; or tr. by St.
John, 3 vols.)
Brilliant memoirs, full of vigor and constant surprise, of the Age of Louis
XIV. "The stronger his passion, the better he writes."

Schweitzer, Albert
My life and thought, an autobiography (Tr., 1933, C. T.
Campion)
Musician, theologian, missionary, Schweitzer has lived half a dozen
lives at once, one of the miracle men of our time, and a personality well
worth knowing.

Sevigne, Marie, Marquise de
Letters to her daughter and her friends (Tr., 18II, Walker;
ed., 1927, Aldington, 2 vols.)
She was the world's greatest letter writer, though one loses something of
her spontaneity and ease in the best of translations. It is well not to read
too much at once.

Sheean, Vincent
Personal history ( 1935)
From the University of Chicago to Morocco, China, Palestine, with so
personal a reaction to all that he saw that one is apt to like or dislike
it rather strongly.

Steffens, J. Lincoln
Autobiography ( 1 vol. ed., 1931)
A boy with a pony, a student of psychology in Germany, a very live
reporter in New York, a muckraker in all our best cities to the point of
monotony, it is a series of stories in one, with some keen condusions
reserved for the closing pages.

Stephen, Sir Leslie
Hours in a library ( 1874-79). 3 vols.
Stephen was better as a biographer than as a literary critic, and is
at his best in these essays, which touch on the biographies of English
literary men. Frederick W. Maitland, Life and letters of Leslie
Stephen ( 19o6), is a book that is too often overlooked, for it is a most
living portrait of an intensely human character written by one who was
himself a master.
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Strachey, Lytton
Eminent Victorians ( 1918)
Distinguished and pungent sketches, written with an "air of malicious
detachment, and mock solemnity," it set a new style in biography. His
Queen. Victoria ( 1921) challenged even the sacred person of Her
Britannic Majesty.

Terry, Dame Ellen, and Shaw, George Bernard
Ellen Terry and Bernard Shaw; a correspondence (ed., 1931,
by C. St. John)
Shaw writes good letters, and Ellen Terry replies with better ones.

Trevelyan, Sir George Otto
Early history of Charles James Fox ( 1880)
Makes the reader feel he had lived in the England of the 18th century,
and knew its Parliament from the inside.

Walpole, Horace
Letters (selection in Everyman's Library)
His letters are "as useful to us as a contemporary newspaper," and are
most witty and entertaining, full of "high-toned gossip" about 18th
century England.

Washington, Booker T.
Up from slavery: an autobiography ( 1901)
The plain tale of a remarkable career. Another classic of negro literature, even more poignant, is W. E. B. DuBois, Souls of black folk.

Wells, Herbert George
Experiment in autobiography ( 1934)
An interesting certainly, though not a great book, flowing easily, full of
ideas, like good conversation.

Woolman, John
Journal (Everyman's Library)
Woolman was an American Quaker preacher; this record of his thoughts
(1774) has become even more of a classic than the Journal of George
Fox, the founder of Quakerism.

Wright, Frank Lloyd
Autobiography ( 1932)
A distinguished architect, an unconventional experimenter in living, "one
American life. that has already managed to be at least five lives."

Yeats, William Butler
Autobiographies ( 1938 ed., 3 vols. in 1)
"Truly invaluable to civilized readers," with its passion for human values,
its revelation of the mind of a poet and a mystic, and its rich store of
anecdote.

Zangwill, Israel
Dreamers of the Ghetto ( 1904)
Treats of Spinoza, Heine, and other famous Jewish thinkers, in a semifictional way.
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Fine Arts.

Introduction.
The student of the fine arts has now available some extraordinarily good reproductions of works of art, series such as the
Phaidon Press, Hyperion, Iris, as wen as the earlier Masters in
Art, and the German Klassiker der Kunst, and Propyfaen Kunstgeschichte. These are not so much for reading as for having at
hand when doing any reading, though they are often worth reading in themselves. To this may be added various books on single
artists ; no list can be exhaustive, but the following are suggestions :
R. A. M. Stevenson, Velasquez; T. S. Moore, Albert Durer.:
Romain Rolland, Michelangelo (Tr.); Sir Kenneth Clark, Leonardo da Vinci; Roger Fry, Cezanne; Auguste Rodin, Art (Tr. of
comments edited by Paul Gsell). Then there are valuable studies
on aspects of art: Joan Evans, Nature in design (1933); L. M.
Phillipps, Form and colour ( 1915); H. R. Butler, Painter and
space ( 1923), which is good for the first beginner; Arthur W.
Dow, Composition, an older book, or more recently, Walter J.
Duncan, First aid to pictorial composition ( 1939). Edwin Banta,
Small-house primer ( 1925), will teach the beginner some very
practical things about architecture. W. D. Teague, Design this day
( 1940), will tell him what is being done in industrial design.
The beginner should not scorn the aid of "how to" books, for
they can be very helpful: Frank Weitenkampf, How 1o appreciate
prints (Rev. ed., 1929) ; Robert C. Witt, How to look at ,pictures
(1921); J. C. Van Dyke, Studies in pictures (1907); C. H. P.
Thurston, The art of looking at pictures ( 1916) ; Russell Sturgis,
The appreciation of sculpture ( 1905) ; or for a more general book,
Carlton E. Nayes, Gate of appreciation, ( 1907). In music such boo}(s
are so important that we have entered several in our main list. And
we must remember that literature is an art, and there are good
introductions to it, such as Elizabeth Drew, Enjoyment of literature
(1935) and Discovering poetry (1933). Books on methods will
sometimes throw much light on the aims of art: Russell Sturgis,
The artist's way of working ( 2 vols.) ; Charles Moreau-Vauthier,
Technique of painting ( 1913); Albert Toft, Modelling and sculpture ( 1911), or Brenda Putnam, The sculptor's way ( 1939). or
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Malvina Hoffman, Sculpture inside and out ( 1939) ; and this is
to mention only a few.
The general field of aesthetics contains a number of notable
works which are classics in their way: Sir Joshua Reynolds, Discourses on art; G. E. Lessing, La.okoon (Tr.), and we must not
here overlook the remarkable book, The new Laokoon ( 1911), by
Irving Babbitt; Herbert Spencer's clever little Philosophy of style;
T. E. Hulme, Speculations (1924), which has had an influence on
several recent practitioners of literature and the arts; the very
influential Benedetto Croce, in his Aesthetic (Tr. by D. Ainslie,
enlarged edition). Two valuable books on literary criticism are
George Saintsbury, History of criticism (3 vols.), with its sourcebook, Loci critic£, and Ernest Rhys (ed.), Prelude to poetry
(Everyman's). Rhys collects what the great English poets have
said about poetry. · Saintsbury's big work has serious faults, but is
good about those who share his own romantic temperament. The
sourcebook may be supplemented by James Harry Smith and
E.W. Parks (eds.), Great critics (Rev. ed., 1939), an excellent
anthology-textbook.

Fine Arts Booklist.
Abraham, Gerald E. H.
Hundred years of music ( 1938)
This is a remarkable critical history of the last hundred years, for
the reader who knows a good deal already about music. The same is
true of Cecil Gray, History of music ( 1928), and of other writings
by him; and of the books on recent music written by George Dyson,
New music (1925); and Constant Lambert, Music ho! (1934). These
books are• not for beginners, but are a delight to the well-informed,
even if one does not agree with the authors.

Adams, Henry
Mont-Saint-Michel and Chartres (1913)
Written to emphasize the unity of the Middle Ages, contrasted to
the complexity of modern life, as portrayed in his autobiography. A
masterpiece of interpretation, which ranges from cathedrals to philosophy.

Aristotle
Poetics. (The Everyman's Library edition contains also selections from his Rhetoric ; Demetrius, On style; and Horace,
Ars poetica)
These are famous books in the history of literary criticism, and it is
good to have them under one cover. Lane Cooper, The poetics of Aristotle
( Our Debt Series, 1923), is a helpful little study.
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Bergson, Henri
Laughter (Tr., 19II, C. Brereton and F. Rothwell)
George Meredith, Essay on comedy, makes an interesting contrast work.
Both take Moliere as typical, and find different lessons in him ; both
have wider theories about art, in which the comic is only one aspect.

Blashfield, Edwin H. and E.W.
Italian cities (New ed., 1912)
An account of travel in Italy that makes the reader grow enthusiastic
in spite of himself about I tali an art.

Bradley, Andrew C.
Oxford lectures on poetry ( 1909)
The first lecture and that on Hegel are particularly penetrating and
important. His thesis that matter and form are inseparable in all
art has resemblance to Croce.

Carpenter, Rhys
The aesthetic basis of Greek arts ( 1921)
A little masterpiece of artistic analysis, that gives the reader real
illumination. A book of similar value has also been, like Carpenter,
allowed to go out of print, Edmund von Mach, Greek sculpture (1903).

Carritt, Edgar F. ( ed.)
Philosophies of beauty ( 1932)
An excellent anthology drawn from writers on aesthetics. This and his
Theory of beauty (Ed. 4) furnish a good review of the chief philosophers
who have written on aesthetics.

Copland, Aaron
What to listen for in music ( 1939)
Copland writes about music from the inside, as himself a composer,
and shows an extraordinary skill in putting musical ideas into words.
One of the best introductions for the layman. For recent music Ernst
Krenek, Music here and now (Tr., 1939, B. Fies), is very good, but
suited to the more critical and sophisticated music lover.

Craven, Thomas
Modern art; the men, the movements, the meaning ( 1934)
Modern a-rt explained through sketches of the men who have made it.
It is an amusing book, full of grudges and vehement assertions: "a
violent, bad-mannered book, which to all true lovers of art will bring
obscene delight" (Nat ion). For a more sympathetic approach there is
Sheldon Cheney, Primer of modern art (Rev. ed., reprint, 1939).

Delacroix, Eugene
Journal (Tr., 1937, Walter Pach)
· This has been long a landmark in the study of art; Pach for the first
time gives us a translation, abridged, with rather poor illustrations.
Delacroix was an artist of great ability, immensely intelligent as a
critic.
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Ducasse, Curt John
The philosophy of art ( 1929)
Definite ideas vigorously expressed, which should provoke the reader
to occasional dissent; one of the most readable books on aesthetic theory.

Eberlein, Harold D., and others
Practical book of interior decoration ( 1918)
This is an informative encyclopedic survey of styles and furnishings.
A rival book is Frank A. Parsons, Interior decoration (1924), and
both will enlighten and improve the taste of the ordinary home
decorator. More palatial interiors are interestingly discussed in Roger
Gilman, Great styles of interior architecture ( 1924), and William F.
Paris, Decorative element in architecture ( 1917).

Edgell, George H.
The American architecture of today ( 1928)
The best book on the facts of American architecture today, well written
and finely illustrated. Covers less ground in the past than the volume
by Hamlin in the Pageant of America Series, which is pictures with
comments. A good wider survey is Sheldon Cheney, The new world
architecture ( 1930).

Faure, Elie
History of art (Tr., 1921ff., by W. Pach) 5 vols.
Not for the beginner in art history, but stimulating to one who has
read a little previously. Part of the time he is nebulous and rhetorical,
but much of the time he is really acute and subtle and occasionally
even profound. It is something of a strain to keep pace with him.

Fenollosa, Ernest F.
Epochs of Chinese and Japanese art ( 1912) 2 vols.
Beautiful volumes, summing up the life-work of an American student
of the great periods, particularly of Japanese art. For Chinese art
the best introduction is Laurence Binyon, Flight of the dragon ( 19n),
which may be followed up by his Spirit of man in Asian art ( I 935),
and The Chinese eye (1936) by Chiang Yee.

Fry, Roger E.
Vision and design ( 1921 )
One of a number of valuable books by this recent English art critic ;
another is his Characteristics of French art (1933) ; he combines
scholarship, sensitivity and wit. Another critic of similar powers of
discrimination was Kenyon Cox, in such books as his Old masters
and new (1905).

Gardner, Helen
Art through the ages (Rev. ed., 1936)
The best one-volume history of art, though attempting the well-nigh
impossible in the way of compression. But still briefer is the famous
Apollo by Salbmon Reinach (Tr. by Simmonds), which does miracles
in the way of summing up a century in a paragraph. Another good
one-volume survey is D. M. Robb and J. J. Garrison, Art in the
western world ( 1935).
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Hamerton, Philip G.
The intellectual life ( 1873)
Hamerton was a r,eal appreciator of art, and he here gives some excellent
advice to the sincere seeker after a wider culture. A valuable book llQW
too little read.

Havell, Ernest B.
Ideals of Indian art ( 1911)
An enthusiastic defense of the opinion that Hindu art developed independently, and that religion is the basis of great art. He may not
convince, but he is worth while.

Hind, Charles Lewis
Landscape painting from Giotto to the present day ( 1923)
2 vols.
Written in popular style, "a gallant attempt to consolidate hundreds
of admirations," pleasant volumes, well illustrated.

Hubbard, Henry V., and Kimball, Theodora
An introduction to the study of landscape design ( 1917)
Perhaps the best book for the layman. Samuel Parsons, The art of
landscape architectu,re (1915), is a sort of anthology of the literature.

Huneker, James G.
Ivory apes and peacocks (1915)
A sample of the author's gossipy criticism and zestful cleverness.
Another choice is his Essays ( as selected and edited, 1929, by H. L.
Mencken).

Klaczko, Julian
Rome and Renaissance (Tr., 1903, John Dennie)
A masterly and felicitous picture of the High Renaissance under Julius
II, and the great artists who made the period so notable. It is a remarkably fine book. One of the great critics of the art of the period is
Bernhard Berenson, whose Italian painters of the Renaissance ( 1930
ed.) may be recommended, and his Three essays on method (1927),
which deals with the methods of the ascriber and connojsseur.

Krehbiel, Henry E.
How to listen to music ( 1897)
Remains probably the best of popular books for the complete beginner,
who knows little about music but wants to learn. Another helpful book
for such a person is Orchestral instruments and what they do ( 1909),
by Daniel Gregory Mason. For one who has got along a little
farther may be recommended Edward Dickinson, The spirit of music
(1925), and Clarence Lucas, Story of musical form (1,908), or if one
can read music fairly well, Martin Bernstein, An introduction to
music (1937). But Copland (above) must not be overlooked.
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Lowes, John Livingston
Road to Xanadu ( 1927)
This study of Coleridge is a noteworthy analysis of a poet's mind.

Mason, Daniel Gregory
From song to symphony ( 1924)
Part of a series, Mason's book may be read separately, and is really a
delight. Among his other books may be especially recommended his
Contemporary composers (1918).

Mumford, Lewis
Sticks and stones; a study of American architecture and
civilization ( 1924)
"By all odds the most stimulating book on architecture in many a
long day'' (T. F. Hamlin).

Parkhurst, Helen Huss
Beauty (1930)
A gorgeous piece of writing in its best sections, with an able argument
to prove music the topmost of the arts. But there is another book
that should be ranked alongside it, namely Concerning beauty ( 1935),
by Frank Jewett Mather.

Parry, Charles H. H.
Evolution of the art of music ( 1925 ed.)
Sound and scientific, though not covering the latest phases. His
Style in musical art ( 19u) is another work of classic quality. Edward
Dickinson, Study of the history of music (Ed. 2, 19o8), and William H.
Hadow, Studies in modern music (Ed. IO, 1923, 2 vols.), may be
recommended to the student. But better for most readers are The
story of music by Paul Bekker (Tr., 1927, by M. Norton and A.
Kortschak), and (still better, if anything) David Ewen (ed.), From
Bach to Stravinsky (1933). There are books on the history of special
branches, for instance C. F. A. Williams, Story of organ music ( 1906).
But for the reader who has the time, the great Oxford history of m1Jsic
( ed. by Hadow, 8 vols.) is more satisfying than shorter books can be.
We have not tried to cover all musical biography, though some are
included above in the biography section, but two books are worth
special mention here: Hector Berlioz, Life, by himself (Tr.), and
the little fiction story founded on fact, Esther H. Meynell, Little
chronicle of Magdalena Bach (1925).

Pater, Walter
The Renaissance ( 1_878)
Contains some of his finest essays, and a famous postscript. But it is
well to read other books on the Renaissance first, and have illustrative
material on hand to refer to. His book, Appreciations, chiefly literary
criticisms, contains a famous essay on style.
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Pennell, Joseph
The graphic arts ( 1921)
Six informal, vivacious, pugnacious lectures, discussing modern illustrators. His Etchers and etching (Ed. 3, 1925) is made pungent by the
author's general belligerency, but it is a beautiful book. A similar book
in the latter respect is Alfred Brooks, From Holbein to Whistler (1920),
dealing with line engraving. A charming survey is Elizabeth Pennell,
French cathedrals, monasteries, etc. ( 1909), illustrated by Joseph
Pennell.

Prentice, Sartell
Heritage of the cathedral ( 1936)
A masterly interpretation, "the influence of history and thought upon
cathedral architecture," sometimes questionable but always colorful
and entertaining.

Price, Charles M.
Practical book of architecture ( 1910)
One of the best introductions to the understanding of architecture.
There have been many good books on architecture published for the
ordinary reader recently, such as : Talbot F. Hamlin, Enjoyment of
architecture (Ed. 2, 1921) ; A. S. G. Butler, The substance of architecture ( 1928) ; Seward H. Rathbun, A background to architecture
(1926); Walter C. Behrendt, Modern building (1937).

Rader, Melvin M. (ed.)
A modern book of aesthetics : an anthology ( 1935)
A good selection from writers on aesthetics since 1895. An anthology
of recent writers, leaning more towards literary criticism, is Edwin
B. Burgum (ed.), New criticism (1930), and Babbitt, Spingarn,
Mencken, and others may be found in Criticism in America ( 1924).

Richards, Ivor A.
Practical criticism ( 1929)
Report of a test of the ability of ordinary students to pick out what
is good in a poem, when the author is not known,-or even to understand what it means. Of real value towards awakening in the reader
a more thoughtful and honest attitude towards literary excellence.

Ruskin, John
Modern painters. 5 vols.
As a whole, or in selected parts, esp. Part 3 ( vol. 2). A book that is
marvelous in the style of its great passages. Doubtless unsound in
many respects, it nevertheless revolutionized English feeling about
painting when it was first published in 1843, and made the fame of
Turner. His Stones of Venice (3 vols.) "has probably done more than
any other book to awaken admiration for the beauty of the enchanting
city of the sea."
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Scott, Geoffrey
Architecture of humanism ( 1915)
Written with the fire of one who has a message; a brilliant, overemphatic exalting of Renaissance architecture above both Greek and
Gothic.

Tolstoy, Leo N.
On art (Tr. edited by Aylmer Maude, 1924)
Tolstoy )Vas always frank and original, if not always coherent, in his
ideas about art and literature. This edition contains his What is art!'
and other similar writings.

Tovey, Sir Donald Francis
Essays in musical analysis ( 1935-1940). 6 vols.
These concert notes constitute about the best criticism of separate
musical works available today, and cover most of the standard orchestral
repertory. Their learning, humor, and keen judgment will be best
appreciated by students well acquainted with music, but for such
readers they will be full of illumination. The older style of musical
commentary is well illustrated in George Grove, Beethoven and his
nine symphonies.

Vasari, Giorgio
Lives of seventy painters, etc. (Tr. edited by Blashfield and
Hopkins, 4 vols.)
First published in 1550, this is a very famous and pleasing series of
biographical sketches of the Italian Renaissance. The longer biographies
about the more famous men are the best, and the earlier ones the
poorest.

Warren, Herbert L.
The foundations of classic architecture ( 1919)
The Greeks and their predecessors, an unfinished history of architecture.
Of value to professional architects, yet so untechnically written as to
appeal to anyone. There are numerous historical works on architecture.
One that catches in brief a few of the great periods is Thomas G.
Jackson, Architect1~re ( 1925).

Wolffiin, Heinrich
Principles of art history; the problem of the development of
style in later art (Tr., 1932, by M. D. Hottinger)
A book of great importance, dealing with the rise of baroque art, a
style as expression of the temper of an age. Sacheverell Sitwell,
Southern baroque art ( 1924), starts with confusion and culminates in
horror, but brings back a whole civilization.

Wright, Frank Lloyd
Modern architecture ( 1931)
Highly personal, exuberant, one man's reaction to the modern trends
in architecture, but that man a creative leader.
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Classic Civilization.

Introduction.
Books under this head include the great classics of Greece and
Rome, and books about those great civilizations. We have not
included all the great names of these literatures, but the choice has
not always been easy. There are readers who still enjoy Livy and ·
Josephus among historians, not to speak of Sallust and Suetonius
and the Greek Xenophon; who read plays of Plautus and Terence,
and the fiction of ~etronius and Apuleius. Caesar is too well
known to some Latin students, but they often overlook his interesting Civil wars. The survey of Latin education and of classic
literatures in certain of the sections of Quintilian is still valuable.
From Hesiod to Boethius, we have omitted many names, including Theocritus, and the Greek Anthology, and many other poets.
The philosophers and some of the saints we have entered elsewhere. But then there are the great scientists. Thomas Heath and
others have made fine editions of these, and written the history
of Greek mathematics. Then also, there are the great classics of
Greek medicine, of Hippocrates and Galen.
Certain brilliant modern books, William Ridgeway, Origin of
tragedy ( 191 l), Jane Harrison, Prolegomena to the study of Greek
religion ( 1903), and the like, we hesitate to list because expressing
opinions which have not won general acceptance. There are historical works, such as Tenney Frank, Roman imperial,ism, which
might have found a place in our list. And we must not fail to call
attention to two classics about translation itself : Matthew Arnold,
On translating Homer (in Everyman's Library, with his Study
of Celtic); and Alexander F. Tytler, Essay on the principles of
translation ( 1791, also in Everyman's).
Helpful in understanding these literatures are J ebb's little
primer of Greek literature, and Mackail's sketch of Latin literature, or for a fuller account of the latter, J. Wight Duff's two
volumes. D. A. Hayes, Greek culture and the Greek testament, ·
is an eloquent plea for greater interest in the classics. The volumes
of the Our Debt to Greece and Rome Series which concern particular authors are very good: Gummere's Sen,eca, Haight's Apuleius,
Rand's Ovid, Sheppard's Aeschylus and Sophocles, Norwood's
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Plautus and Terence, especially Mackail's Virgil. The same series
contains other good things: Lanciani, Ancient and modern Rome;
R. G. Kent, Language and philology.

Classics Booklist.
Aeschylus
Tragedies
First and grandest of the Greek tragic writers. The Plumptre translation is famous; the partial translation ( Oresteia and Prometheus
bound) by R. C. Trevelyan is the best recent one; other good ones
are by Morshead and by Cookson.

Aristophanes
· Comedies
All translations are necessarily rather free and expurgated, and many
allusions are lost, even in so good a translation as that by Benjamin
B. Rogers (3 vols.). But one can still catch something of the quality
of exuberant wit, which made the great Greek comic dramatist unique,
and even something of the verve of his poetry.

Cicero ·
Letters
Cicero's letters are "the best picture we can ever hope to have of the
private life of a Roman gentleman," and a chief source of history of the
epoch. There are several translations (Loeb Library, 3 vols., and
elsewhere), . Also, such books as W. W. Fowler, Social life at Rome
in the age of Cicero (1910), or G. Boissier, Cicero and his friends
(Tr. by A. D. Jones, but best read in French), are based pretty much
on these 900 letters. Of his other writings there are the Orations, and
various essays, of which that On offices (On duties) can be especially
recommended.
·

Demosthenes
On the crown, etc. (Tr. in Everyman's Library)
The reader of Demosthenes' orations really needs some help to
appreciate the virtues of his style, even though he knows he is reading
the greatest orator of all time. Much is lost in translation.

Dickinson, Goldsworthy Lowes
Greek view of life (Ed. 7, 1925)
Clear, brief, yet it gives a real appreciation of the Greek spirit. Another
book, equally sensible and yet admiring, is Richard W. Livingstone,
The Greek genius and its meaning to us (Rev. ed., 1915). Edith
Hamilton, Greek way ( 1930), is brief but well done. The ·student who
wants a preliminary general map of the Greek realm would do well to
try LaRue Van Hook, Greek life and thought (1923), or T. R.
Glover, The ancient world (1935).
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Dill, Samuel
Roman society from Nero to Marcus Aurelius (1905)
An authoritative group of essays on personalities and aspects of the
period, omitting Christianity. His Last century of the Roman Empire
is of similar quality. Dill is an important author for the serious student.

Euripides.
Tragedies
"Euripides the human" is the most tragical and most modern of Greek
dramatists. Some 18 or 19 of his plays survive. There are translations
in the Loeb Library (4 vols. by Way), and in Everyman's. But it is
interesting to note the better quality of the new translation of the
Alcestis ( 1936) by D. Fitts and R. Fitzgerald, and also that of the
Medea, by R. C. Trevelyan. All those interested in the classics should
read Gilbert Murray's little book, Euripides and his age (Home
Univ. Lib.).

Flaubert, Gustave
Temptation of Saint Anthony (Tr. by Hearn, Modern Lib.)
Fiction. A tumultuous nightmare, a pageant of ancient life, in the
form of visions brought on by ascetic self-torture. His Salammbo
(Tr.) is an amazing grandiose and theatrical evocation of the life of
ancient Carthage. The attempt to recreate in fiction the classic scenes
of Greece and Rome has been the inspiration for some very fine
products of modern literatures. Walter Pater, Marius the Epicurean,
E. Bulwer Lytton, Last days of Pompeii, Charles Kingsley, Hypatia, are
among those which at once come to mind, as does Henri Sienkiewicz,
Quo Vadis (Tr.). D. S. Merezhkovski, The death of the gods (Tr. by
B. G. Guerney), is a better book than his famous Romance of Leonardo
da Vinci (also tr. by Guerney). Of more recent fiction we may recommend most highly Edward L. White, Andivius H edulio ( 1921), Naomi
Mitchison, Corn king and spring queen (1931), and Robert Graves,
I, Claudius, and Claudius the god (1934-5).

Freeman, Kenneth J.
Schools of Hellas (Ed. 3, 1922)
An excellent book on Greek education. Werner Jaeger, Paideia (Tr.,
1939, of Vol. 1, by G. Highet), is an able, scholarly book on Greek
culture-what the Greeks had to teach.

Herodotus
Histories
The first historian, he had an infinite curiosity and was a "prince of
story-tellers." There are good translations in the Loeb Library and
Everyman's.

Higham, Thomas F. and Bowra, C. M. ( eds.)
Oxford book of Greek verse in translation ( 1938)
Renderings into English of the poems in the Oxford book of Greek
verse, many of them excellent, by Highet, Bowra, and others.
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Homer
Iliad
The first great epic of the Greeks. The prose version by Blakeney
(Bohn Lib., 2 vols.) revises the famous Lang, Leaf, and Myers translation. There is a readable verse translation with summary by Prentiss
Cummings (2 vols.). Maurice Hewlett translated twelve books of the
Iliad very well. It need scarcely be said that Pope's translation is
fine poetry of the Pope sort, but not the Iliad at all.

Homer
Odyssey
More attractive than the Iliad, one always finds new charms in returning to it. Homer, of course, baffles translation: the dignity is lost, or
else the simplicity and movement. There is a good translation by
Cotterill, and that by Way is a remarkable effort to render the movement of the original verse. Other fine translations are the prose ones
by G. H. Palmer (in rhythmic prose), and Butcher and Lang, and
more recently (1932) that published by Lawrence of Arabia (then
calling himself T. E. Shaw). T. D. Seymour, Life in the Homeric
age, is something of a classic, as a readable and most informing study
of Homer's picture of the world of the early Greeks.

Horace
Poetical works

We may_refer to the volume of translations in Everyman's, a.n4 in the
same series the new volume on Ovid, also to John Conington's translation of Horace, Satires and epistles (Bell's Pocket Horace, Part
II). But the many efforts to render Horace, Ovid, Catullus into English
have merely shown the task is impossible. Tenney Frank, Catullus and
Horace ( 1928), is a pleasant book.

Juvenal
Thirteen satires (Tr. by Strong and Leeper)
Juvenal is all the more interesting if, as is probable, he paints too lurid
a picture of the vices and frivolities of Imperial Rome. Dryden, Johnson,
Gifford. tried their hands at translating Juvenal ; the Loeb Library contains still another.

Livingstone, Richard W. (ed.)
Pageant of Greece
Perhaps the best single volume for the student beginning the study of
Greek literature in translation. It consists of selections from the great
writers, with a running commentary that weaves them into a unity.
The later Greek writers are taken up in a supplementary volume, The
mission of Greece. A useful book to read along with these is the
History of ancient Greek literature by Gilbert Murray.

Lucian
Works
Lucian of Samosata, in the secpnd century A. D., by birth a Syrian,
intellectually "the last of the Hellenes,'' is a vivacious humorist. The
Harmon (Loeb Lib.) and Fowler translations each have certain merits.
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Lucretius Carus, Titus
De rerum natura (Tr., 1937, Trevelyan)
This poem On the nature of things combines the most sublime of Latin
poetry with an atomic theory and scientific attitude that seem modern.
The translation by Trevelyan is recommended, though the old Munro
translation, or its revision by Rouse (Loeb Lib.) may be used.

Martial
Twelve books of epigrams (Tr. by Pott and Wright, Broadway
Translations)
_
When the original gets too spicy, the translators omit. Gives a picture
of Rome in the first century, A. D., through a variety of short poems, not
all of them epigrammatic in the modern sense.

Murray, Gilbert
Five stages of Greek religion ( 192 S)
A survey of the intellectual history of Greece, particularly as regards
religion, "delightfully clear and intelligible, as well as provocatively
suggestive." His Rise of the Greek epic (1907) has also aroused much
discussion.

Murray, Gilbert
Translations of Greek plays
Gilbert Murray's seventeen renderings are paraphrases into excellent
English verse, and the ordinary reader will · find them delightful,
though scholars find them too modernized and too smooth. But a trial,
for instance, of his Seven against Thebes ( 1935), from Aeschylus, is
worth while, as a test of whether the reader likes such renderings.

Pliny the Younger
Letters (Tr. by Melmoth, revised by Hutchinson,
the Loeb Library)

2

vols., in

"In his letters Pliny presents us with a picture of the varied interests
of a cultivated Roman gentleman."

Plutarch
The parallel lives
Plutarch's Moral essays (Moralia) are interesting, but his fame rests
on the Lives, one of the finest biographical works of all time, and
formerly one of the most widely read of all books. While the translations in Everyman's and Loeb Library are usable, the great translation,
or paraphrase, was the Elizabethan one of Sir Thomas North : "North
composed a new masterpiece upon Plutarch's theme."

Rohde, Erwin
Psyche (Tr., 1925)
Deals with Greek ideas of immortality. The main text is most delightful, though the notes may unnecessarily frighten the unlearned reader.
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Sandys, John E.
History of classical scholarship ( 1908 and 1921). 3 vols.
Itself a work of notable scholarship, and of great interest and value. It
may be supplemented by his Harvard lectures on the Remval of
Learning.

Sellar, William Y.
Roman poets of the Republic ( 1863; Ed. 3, 1889)
Will appeal to students who know a little Latin, and is of high value
as literary criticism.

Sophocles
Tragedies
Only 7 of the 120 plays survive of this most classic of dramatists, "who
saw life steadily and saw it whole." We may recommend the translations by Lewis Campbell (Oxford World's Classics), Whitelaw, and
R. C. Jebb, and the (1939) translation of the Antigone by D. Fitts
and ·R. Fitzgerald, and also the Ajax and Antigone by R. C. Trevelyan.

Tacitus
Annals and History (Tr. by Ramsay, 3 vols.)
No English translation can match the terseness and force of this
greatest of Roman historians. There are other good translations by
Church and Brodribb, and in the Loeb Library. Note also in the Loeb
the Agricola and Germania.

Thucydides
History of the Peloponnesian war
Though it has been claimed that Thucydides no longer fulfills the
highest canons of historical writing, he may well outlive some that do,
for h:is history is the living work of a vigorous mind. There are various
translations: Thomas Hobbes, for instance, though often defective,
catches very well the quality of the great speeches. But the best
translation for the ordinary reader is that of Jowett.

Virgil (V ergil)
Aeneid (Tr. by T. C. Williams)
There are other good translations by J. W. Mackail, J. Rhoades, and
J. Conington (verse), and then there is the old Dryden translation,
which is a little too free and un Virgilian. But Williams is very good.
There are translations of the Eclogues by Rhoades, and the Georgics
by Williams, by T. F. Royds, and by Mackail. Though Virgil is
commonly read in selections in Latin, a continuous and complete
reading of him in a good translation is for most students a revelation.

Zimmern, Alfred E.
The Greek commonwealth ( 19n; ed. 5, 1931)
A readable book on Periclean Athens, vigorous and shrewd.

FOREIGN LITERATURES
/

CLASS 9.

Foreign Literatures.

Introduction.
Any selection from foreign literatures must be limited by the
limitations of translations, except for students of the language in
question. If we omit reference to French poets, Hugo, Heredia,
Mallarme, Rimbaud, it is largely a matter of the adequacy of
available translations. The reader of foreign literatures should
acquaint himself with the literary history of the countries in which
he is interested, and if he can read the language, he can then make
his own choices, but even if he can not, the reading of specific
authors will mean more to hini. The general reader may orient
himself first with the aid of such a book as Barrett Wendell, The
traditions of European literature ( 1920), which deals with earlier
literatures in the West, or Albert J. Guerard, Preface to world
literature ( 1940), which deals with types of litera,ture, but ignores
the East. Of more special literatures, Gustave Lanson's fine history of French literature has not been translated, but the surveys
by Kathleen Butler and by Nitze and Dargan (Ed. 3, 1938) may
partly take its place. There is an admirable little book by Lytton
Strachey, Landmarks in French literature, while George Saintsbury, History of the French novel (2 vols.) is also most commendable. The old and famous book on Spanish_literature by .George
Ticknor ( 3 vols.) is probably not now much read. Richard Garnett,
History of Italian literature, is a most readable survey, though not
a masterpiece like De Sanctis. For the medieval period we may
recommend W. P. Ker, Epic and romance; for Scandinavian
literature, Edmund W. Gosse, Northern studies; for German
literature, C. von Klenze, From Goethe to Hauptmann,· for
Spanish, S. de Madariaga, Shelley and Calderon; for Russian,
Maurice Baring, Outline of Russian literature. These are not the
chief reference authorities, but rather selected for readable quality.
For some recent movements we may call especial attention to
Arthur Symons, Symbolist movement in literature (Rev. ed.,
1919), and Edmund ·Wiison, Axel's castle (1931). Not all literature is European, as Herbert A. Giles, Chinese literature, may
remind us.
Anthologies are to be used with discretion, but sometimes one
can learn a goo~ deal from such selections, if one ·selects what
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has personal appeal, or opens a new field. We are thinking of such
books as Mark Van Doren (ed.), Anthology of world poetry
( 1928) ; Carl C. Van Doren (ed.), Anthology of world prose
(1935); H. M. Tomlinson (ed.), Great sea stories of all nations
( 1930). Drama offers a good opportunity for the anthologist, as
for instance Montrose Moses (ed.), Dramas of modernism and
their forerunners ( 1931) ; George R. Noyes (ed.), Masterpieces
of Russian drama ( 1933) ; or Samuel M. Tucker (ed.), Modern
continental. plays ( 1929). For the poetry of the East anthologies
are particularly useful, such books as Eunice Tietjens (ed.), Poetry
of the Orient (1928); Joseph L. French (ed.), Lotus and chrysanthemum, or many of the little books in the Wisdom of the East
Series, especially L. Cranmer-Byng's translations from the Persian
and Chinese poets. Then there are other sorts of anthologies.
Richard Aldington (ed.), Book of characters, is a collection of
examples of an interesting literary form. Meyer Levin ( ed. and tr.),
Golden mountain ( 1932), is an anthology of Jewish legends,
charming folktales, otherwise unknown to us readers of English.
Quite a study could be made of the great epics of the world.
Besides Homer and Virgil, Dante and Milton, and others in our
main lists, there are the Nibelungenlied, the poetical Edda (Tr.,
Bellows), the prose Edda of Snorri Sturluson (Tr., Brodeur), the
Finnish Kaleva/,a, Beowulf (Tr., Gummere), The song of Roland,
The Cid (Tr., Southey), and the Ramayana and Mahabharata, and
the famous devotional interlude, the Bhagavad-Gita. Then there
are the great Persian Shah-nama of Firdausi, (Tr., Warner), and
the Portuguese Lusiad of Camoens (Tr. by Aubertin, Fanshaw, or
Burton).
Other books of classic quality we might have listed. There are
the maxims of La Rochefoucauld and Gracian. There are authors
not any too well represented in English translation, such as Pushkin
or Alfred de Musset. There is Edward Dekker, Max Havelaar
( 186o, tr., 1927), the Dutch Uncle Tom's cabin. Isaak Querido,
Toil of men (Tr., 1904), seems to be out of print; Jules Verne, a
bit out of style. But lines are hard to draw, and so we give here
a list of novels we almost included in our main list, and promise
they will be found worth anyone's reading:
Fauconnier, Henri, Mal.aisie ( 193p, tr., 1931, E. Sutton)
Fierro Blanco, Antonio de, Journey of the Flame (Tr., 1933,
W. de Steiguer)
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Fournier, Alain, The wanderer (Le grand M eaulnes, 1913; tr.,
1928, F. Delisle)
Gras, Felix, Reds of the Midi (Tr., 1896, Janvier)
Heidenstamm, Verner von, The Charles men ( 1898, tr., 1920,
Stork, 2 vols.)
·
Jokai, Maurus, An Hungarian nabob (1856, tr., Bain)
Kallas, Aino, The white ship (Tr., 1924, Matson)
Maurois, Andre, Silence of Colonel Bramble ( 1918, tr., 1930,
Wake)
Merimee, Prosper, Tales (Tr., 1929)
Perutz, Leo, The master of the day of judgment ( 1923, tr.,
1930, Singer)
Reymond, Ladislas, The peasants (Tr., 1924, Dziewicki)
Rolvaag, Ole E., Giants in the earth (Tr., 1927)
Singer, Israel J., The brothers Ashkenazi (Tr., 1936, Samuel)
Thiess, Frank, Gateway to life (Tr., 1927, Lowe-Porter)

Foreign Literatures Booklist.
Andreyev, Leonid
Seven that were hanged; and, The red laugh (Tr.)
Fiction. How it feels to get ready to be hanged, and how it feels to
get shot down by your own side· in war, are the subjects of these
pages, that have the harrowing quality of nightmare.

d' Annunzio, Gabriele
The triumph of death (Tr.)
Fiction. A story of passion .and suicide.

Arabian Nights
Select tales from the Richard Burton translation (Modern
Library, 1932)
The Burton translation is far superior to Lane. The Arabi.an nights,
like Boccaccio, The Decameron (Tr.), contains some of the greatest
stories of the world. All the riches of the gorgeous East are in these
stories and the splendors of an unfettered imagination.

Ariosto, Ludovico
Orlando furioso (Tr. by Rose,

2

vols.)

The English-speaking reader must read this epic of chivalry, and
Torquato Tasso, Jerusalem delivered (Tr. by Edward Fairfax), in
translation, if he can not read Italian, but the translations are not bad.
Something of the spell of their charm comes over, and the endless rush
of incident.
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Asch, Sholem
Three cities (Tr., 1933, W. and E. Muir)
Fiction. The Jews in Russia just before the war of 1914. A mighty
flood of narrative, actual, unselective, but most dramatic in its high
scenes.

Bain, Francis William
A syrup of the bees ( 1914)
Fiction. Supposed to be a translation from the Hindu, as are also his
Digit of the moon (1899) and other stories. They do have a remarkably
exotic quality.

Balzac, Honore de
Eugenie Grandet (Tr.)
Fiction. His most artistic novel, avarice contrasted with self-sacrifice.
While Balzac produced some notable pieces of imaginative fiction,
such as The ·wild ass's skin, he is at his best in realistic portrayal of
the "human comedy" of his own time. Old Goriot, a modern King Lear,
is another of this type.

Beyle, M. H. ( de Stendhal)
Chartreuse of Parma (Tr., Loyd)
Fiction. Semi-historical novel of the time of Napoleon, it suggests rather
the 16th century. Some prefer his other psychological study, The
red and the black (or, Scarlet and black, tr. by Scott Moncrieff, the
best translation).

Bjornson, Bjornstjerne
Arne; and, Synnove Solbakken (Tr.)
Fiction. Two short stories which are possibly his best work, as they
are certainly his most charming. Norwegian peasant life. A happy boy
is also good.

Bourget, Paul
The disciple ( 1889). (English tr., 1898, rather poor and out
.of print.)
Fiction. The simple-minded philosopher and his too-enthusiastic
disciple. Written as a warning of the dangers of a too narrow pursuit
of truth.

Brandes, Georg M. C.
Main currents in 19th century literature (Tr., 1923, D. White
and M. Morison). 6 vols.
.
Gives his own interpretation of the great figures in early 19th century Romanticism and the reaction from it, in Germany, France and
England.
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Cervantes, Miguel de
Don Quixote de la Mancha (Tr. by Ormsby).

2

vols.

Fiction. This travesty on knight-errantry is, of course, · one of the
great books of the world, as well as a wonderful panorama of the Spain
of the period around 1600 A. D. ,

Chekhov, Anton
The sea gull (Tr., 1939, by Stark Young)
This volume is good to begin with, because of the introduction on
translating Chekhov. There are other well-known dramas, The cherry
orchard for instance, and he was a great short story writer, a master
of mood, realistic, intellectual, gloomy. (The best-known translation of
his Tales is that by Constance Garnett.)

Corneille and Racine
Six plays (Tr., 1931, in Modern Library)
This volume of translations is about all that is readily available in
English of these two preeminent classical French dramatists.

Coster, .Charles T. H. de
Legend of the glorious adventures of Tyl Ulenspiegel (Tr.,
1918, G. Whitworth)
An attempt to render into English one of the most notable books of
modern Belgian literature ( 1867), "the Bible of the Fleming,s." It is
essentially an historical romance.

Cournos, John (ed.)
Fifteen finest short stories ( 1928)
Fiction. A very well chosen selection.

Cross, Tom Peete and Slover, C. H. ( eds.)
Ancient Irish tales ( 1936)
Epic legends, with a wild beauty and grandeur. This book is an aid to
understanding a number of modern Irish writers. The famous Celtic
epics are the Welsh M abinogion, translated by Lady Charlotte Guest
in 1849, and the Irish Cuchulain, translated and combined into one
narrative by Lady Augusta Gregory in 1902, to which may we add
Darrell Figgis, Return of a hero ( 1930).

Dante Alighieri
Divine comedy (Tr. in verse by Melville B. Anderson)
One of the world's great classics. This translation is preferable to
Cary's, which has, indeed, a charm of its own. Norton's prose translation is accurate but solemn. There are other notable translations, for
instance that by Laurence Binyon.
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Dasent, George W. (translator)
Njal's saga; or, Story of Burnt Njal (Everyman's Library)
The greatest of the Norse sagas. Another of the great sagas is the
Laxdaela saga (Tr. by Muriel Press).

Daudet, Alphonse
Tartarin of Tarascon (Tr.)
Fiction. The Everyman's edition also contains Tartarin on the Alps.
Amusing extravaganza, satirizing the boastful exaggerations of the men
of his native Provence. Daudet wrote other excellent things, Letters
from my mill, The nabob, Numa Roumestan, but Tartarin stands out
above them alt

Dostoevski, Fedor
Crime and punishment (Tr.)
Fiction. A study of the workings of conscience, so powerfully set forth
that it has almost the qualities of a nightmare. Some prefer others of
his novels, such as The brothers Karamazov, but Crime and punishment is undoubtedly one of the world's great novels. His House of the
dead (Buried alive) is close to autobiography, an intense and moving
recital, revealing convict life in Siberia.

Dumas, Alexandre
Three musketeers (Tr.)
Fiction. One of the most irresistible of historical romances. It has two
delectable sequels. His Count of Monte Cristo is a famous romance,
intensely exciting, particularly in its opening chapters, and his Black
tulip is a curious little .piece of semi-history.

Feuchtwanger, Lion
Power (or, Jew Siiss; tr., 1926, Muir)
Fiction. Brilliant many-faceted historical novel of the early 18th
century, melodramatic and finally tragic. His Josephus (Tr., 1932)
and its sequel are an effective re-creation of Roman history.

Flaubert, Gustave
Madame Bovary (Tr.)
Fiction. Greatest of all realistic novels, though the heroine is not an
inspiring character. The marvelous literary art is best appreciated
in the original French.

"France, Anatole"
Penguin island (Tr., 1909, A. W. Evans)
Fiction. Before this satire gets tangled in the Dreyfus case, it is a
delight. At the sign of the Queen Pedauque and Thais are among the
best of his other writings, as well as the charming, but not very
characteristic, Crime of Sylvestre Bonnard, and the essays in his
Garden of Epicurus.
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Freytag, Gustav
Debit and credit (Soll und Haben; Tr.)
Fiction. A remarkable novel, written in 1855, a picture of the new industrial middle class. Gustav Frenssen, Jorn Uhl, pictures the breaking up
of an old farming aristocracy in Schleswig-Holstein. These are perhaps
the most valuable of the easily obtainable German fiction of the 19th
century, for Fritz Reuter, Ut mine Stromtid ( An old story of my
farming days), the masterpiece of Low German literature, has long
been out of print in English. Other noteworthy German novels are
Auerbach, On the heights; Heyse, Children of the world; Spielhagen,
Problematic natures; and among short story writers, Keller, People of
Seldwyla, etc. (Tr. 1920), Rosegger, Hoffmann.

Gautier, Theophile
One of Cleopatra's nights (Tr., L. Kearn)
Fiction. Short stories; the remarkable translation catches the color and
glow of the original. Another story by Gautier, Captain Fracasse, is a
picturesque romance of the days of Louis XIII.

Gide, Andre
The counterfeiters (Tr., 1927, Dorothy Bussy)
Fiction. Very modern and Freudian presentation of some diabolical
youngsters, and perhaps disagreeable on that account. The immoralist
(Tr. 1930) is similar. Gide is an important figure in recent French
literature.

Goethe, Johann Wolf gang von
Faust (Tr. by Bayard Taylor)
No one can really translate the quality of Goethe's verse, but Taylor
did well. A good supplementary volume is Thomas Davidson, P hilosophy of Goethe's Faust. Prose works by Goethe, such as Wilhelm
Meister's apprenticeship ( Everyman's, 2 vols.) are available in good
English translation, but his dramas and poems are scarcely duplicated
in the English versions. His Poetry and truth, and Conversations with
Eckqrmann (Tr. in Everyman's) perhaps belong here, under creative
literature, rather than under autobiography.

Gogol, Nikolai V.
Dead souls; also called, Tchitchikoff's journeys (Tr.)
Fiction. The greatest humorous novel in the Russian language, though
not all the humor comes over in some of the translations. His historical novel of Poles and Cossacks, Taras Bulba, has been called "an
epic shout of battle." Gogol belongs with Turgenev, Tolstoy, Dostoevski, among the great writers of Russia; others, such as I. A. Goncharov,
in Oblomov, come close to the same inner circle.
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Gourmont, Remy de
Decadence (Tr., 1921, W. A. Bradley)
The title is misleading, referring to only one of this collection of his
essays. Supremely the critic and the man who dislikes commonplaces,
his essays are full of suggestive novelty. The similar set of essays by
Paul Valery, Variety ( Tr., two series), are hardly representative of
their author's best, though his little Eupolinos; or, The architect (Tr.,
1932, Stewart) is very good.

Hamsun, Knut
Growth of the soil (Tr., 1921, W.W. Worster,

2

vols.)

Fiction. An epic novel, the founding of a new community in the wilderness. Johan Bojer, The great hunger (Tr.), is another classic of Norwegian life.

Hebbel, Friedrich
Three plays (Tr., 1914, Allen and Fairley, Everyman's
Library)
This is the most available selection in English. Hebbel chose classic
subjects, and treated them with great power in a naturalistic style.

Heine, Heinrich
Poems (Complete translation, 1937, L. Untermeyer)
Heine's charming and effective versification is almost impossible to
duplicate in translation, but Untermeyer has often been close to complete success. There are English versions of his Travel sketches and
other prose writings, which are also of considerable interest, and there
is a volume of selections in Everyman's Library.

Hemon, Louis
Maria Chapdelaine (Tr., 1921, W. H. Blake)
Fiction. A beautiful tale of French-Canadian pioneers in the Lake
Saint John country.

Holberg, Ludvig
Comedies (Tr., 1914, 0.

J.

Campbell and F. Schenck)

Representative plays by the greatest Danish dramatist. Other interesting
samples of Danish literature may be found in the Book of Danish verse
( Selected by Oluf Friis, tr. by Damon and Hillyer).

Hugo, Victor,
Les miserables (Tr.)
Fiction. A long novel and a famous one, Hugo's greatest work. But
about equally famous is his historical novel, The hunchback of Notre
Dame.
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Ibsen, Henrik
Selected works (Tr.)
Typical selections might include: Doll's house, Ghosts, Wild duck,
Hedda Gabler, Little Eyolf. Some might like to add: The master builder,
Rosmersholm, Peer Gynt. Ibsen, born in Norway of Danish descent, is
by many considered the greatest dramatist of the 19th century.

La Fontaine, Jean de
Fables (Complete tr., 1933, by Edward Marsh)
This is a clever paraphrase, but perhaps La Fontaine should be read
in French. La Fontaine made of the fable a real work of literature,
told less for the moral, as with Aesop, than for the story and the picture.

Lagerlof, Selma
Gosta Berling ( Best tr. by Tu deer)
Fiction. Written out of a memory kindled with the legends of Sweden,
Gosta is "immortal romanticism made flesh."

Leopardi, Giacomo
Poems (Tr., 1924, G. L. Bickersteth)
Fortunately the beautiful original is on the opposite page, so the
English translation ·will not altogether obscure the literary , power of
Italy's great pessimist. His prose Thoughts and dialogues are obtainable
in two translations, by J. Thomson and by Maxwell.

Le Sage, Alain Rene
Adventures of Gil Blas of Santillane (Tr.)
Fiction. A "picaresque" romance of Spain, whose hero goes through
all sorts of humorous adventures ; first published 1735.

Lessing, Gotthold E.
Dramatic works (Tr.)

.

His Nathan the wise and Minna, etc., are attractive drama, if not the
very greatest.

Lin Yutang
Moment in Peking ( 1939)
Fiction. A real Chinese novel, though written in excellent English;
leisurely to the point of monotony, but revealing the soul of the people,
in a way no outsider, such as in the very clever Son of Han (1937)
by R. T. LaPiere, can quite equal. Among the novels written in
Chinese may be mentioned Shiu Hu Chuan (Tr., 1933, by Pearl Buck),
and Chin P'ing Mei (Tr. by Miall and by Egerton).

Maeterlinck, Maurice
Life of the bee (Tr., 1921, by Alfred Sutro)
A most inviting and poetical book, but to which scientists demur.
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Malraux, Andre
Man's fate (Tr., 1934, H. M. Chevalier)
Fiction. A gripping, intense story of Chinese revolutionists.

Mann, Thomas
The magic mountain ( 1924; tr., 1927, H. T. Lowe-Porter)
Fiction. One of the great masterpieces of modern fiction, a picture of
life in a sanatorium that even verges on the gruesome but is powerfully presented. His Buddenbrooks is a story of the slow decline of a
German family through four generations. His Joseph series (Joseph
and his brethren, Young Joseph, Joseph in Egypt) is a reconstruction
of the Bible narrative into a story of great power and depth.

Manzoni, Alessandro
The betrothed (Tr., 1924, by D.

J.

Connor)

Fiction. Italy's greatest historical romance, and a captivating book.

Matthews, Brander (ed.)
Chief European dramatists ( 1916)
Ranges from Aeschylus to Ibsen, twenty-one plays, with a mm1mum
of notes. But one may wish to read more of some, such as Calderon, than
is here given, and to add some more recent classics, such as Rostand,
Cyrano (in Brian Hooker's translation), and Hauptmann, The weavers,
The sunken bell. More attractive in make-up, and an excellent selection, is the Treasury of the theatre, edited ( 1935) by Burns Mantle and
John Gassner.

Maupassant, Guy de
Stories (Tr. by Marjorie Laurie,

II

vols.)

Fiction. To be read in selections rather than as a whole. This is the
best translation. Maupassant is a master of ruthless realism and subtle
analysis of human weaknesses.

Moliere
Complete plays (Tr.)
There are many translations, Page's for instance, but those who can
should read the original. This great comic dramatist is too seldom
read in sufficient bulk to get a really total impression of him.

Montaigne, Michel de
'Essays
Dating from 1588, these essays are intensely personal, skeptical, reflecting
as in a mirror his changing mood. The Florio translation is in Everyman's (3 vols.), and there are other more recent ones, for instance that
by Trechmann (2 vols.).
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"Milnchausen, Baron" (R. E. Raspe)
Travels of Baron Miinchausen (Broadway Translations)
Fiction. These absurd stories were first published in English in the
year 1785. The Baron has become a synonym for the limit .in prevarication.

Murasaki Shikibu
Tale of Genji (Tr., 1925-1933, A. Waley)
Fiction. A classic tale of old Japan, in six parts, a masterpiece most
prepossessing, that flows on like life itself, and a life exquisitely .refined,
rendered into English in beautiful translation. All Waley's translations are fine, for instance his A hundred and seventy Chinese poems
(1919).

Orri:ar Khayyam
Rubaiyat (Tr. by Fitzgerald)
A brief series of quatrains, Fitzgerald has made it one of the jewels of
English literature. The reprint in Everyman's Library includes also
Fitzgerald's translation of six plays of Calderon.

Peet, T. Eric
A comparative study of the literature of Egypt, Palestine, and
Mesopotamia ( 193 I)
A very readable and attractively translated set of extracts from these
literatures.

Perez Gald6s, Benito
Lady Perfecta (1876, Tr.)
Fiction. "From the first moment to the last it is like some passage
of actual events." An excellent work of modern Spanish literature.
Other modern Spanish writers might include Palacio Valdes, The
MMquis of Penalta; Pio Baroja, Tree of knowledge; Ramon S~nder,
Pro Patria, and Seven red Sundays; as well as Valera ( see below).

Proust, Marcel
Remembrance of things past (7 parts; tr., 1922-31, by Scott
Moncrieff and S. Hudson)
Fiction. Swann's way (1913; tr., 1922) was the first part of this
gigantic autobiographic and psychoanalytic novel, "six pages to tell
of a woman's smile." "By the concentrated activity of intuition, it
makes the past live again in the eternity of art" ( E. A. Baker).

Rabelais, Franc;ois
Gargantua and Pantagruel (Tr. by Urquhart and Mottemc,
3 vols.)
Fiction. The exuberant Rabelais is perhaps best read in selections. But
the above is the classic translation, though there is another good
one by W. F. Smith.
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Remarque, Erich M.
All quiet on the Western front (Tr., 1929, by A. W. Wheen)
Fiction. Remarque produced in this book so vivid and ghastly a
picture of war on the West~rn front that any dictator like Hitler
naturally forbids it to be read, for here is the mud and filth and blood
of four terrible years.

Rilke, Rainer M.
Duino elegies (Tr., 1939, Leishman and Spender)
With the original poems facing the translation, it is the best book
from which to get some appreciation of this Austrian poet who created
a style all his own. His Stories of God (Tr., 1932,) and Letters to a
young Poet (Tr., 1934) should also be read.

Rolland, Romain
Jean Christophe ( 1904-1912; tr., 1910-1913, G. Cannan, 3
vols.)
Fiction. A great work, though too long and rambling. It is the biography
of a German musician, in form ; and is particularly good when it
anatomizes musical life in Germany and France.

"Romains, Jules" (Louis Farigoule)
Men of good will
Fiction. The translation of this gigantic work, begun in 1933,
reached volume 8, Verdun, in 1939, one of the best volumes to read,
if one is not going to attempt it all. Like Proust, Romains is setting
out to portray a whole civilization, but where Proust dug down into
the depths of his own soul, Romains is more objective and more
chaotic, for the whole of France in the present century is a big subject
for one novel.

Sanctis, Francesco de
History of Italian literature (1871; tr., 1931, by Joan Redfern,
2 vols.)
A masterpiece of literary criticism, superb on Dante, picturing the
spiritual progress of a great people.

"Sand, George"
Devil's pool; and, Fran<;ois the waif (Tr. in Everyman's
Library)
Fiction. Agreeable short stories. Her ConsHelo is an entertaining
melodramatic novel.

Scheffel, J. V. von
Ekkehard: a tale of the 10th century ( 1859; tr. in Everyman's)
Fiction. An exceptional German historical novel, court and convent
in the early Middle Ages. J. W. Meinhold in 1843 wrote another historical novel, Mary Schweidler, the amber witch (Tr.), set in
Pomerania in 1628, that deceived readers into thinking it a contemporary narrative, so grimly realistic was it.
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Schiller, J. C. F. von
Dramas (Tr.)
A selection should include his chief dramas ( Bohn Lib.), and his
Aesthetic letters. His poems, though there is a translation by Bowring,
are best read in German.

Schnitzler, Arthur
Viennese novelettes (Tr., 1931 ed.)
Fiction. Schnitzler is one of the lighter novelists, a master within
narrow limits.

Sienkiewicz, Henri
With fire and sword (Tr., with sequels, 4 vols.)
Fiction. Grand scale historical novel of old Poland. The sequels are
called The deluge and Pan Michael.

Silone, Ignazio
Fontamara (Tr., 1934, M. Wharf)
Fiction. Of importance because of its revelation of life in Fascist Italy.
Of other Italian fiction writers we may recommend G. Verga, Little
novels of Sicily (Tr., r925, D. H. Lawrence) ; L. Pirandello, Horse in
the moon (Tr., r932); Ettore Schmitz ("Italo Svevo''), Confessions of
Zeno (Tr., r930).

Strindberg, Johan August
Road to Damascus ( 1904; tr., 1939, G. Rawson)
An allegory in three parts, probably the greatest drama by this erratic
genius of Sweden.

Tegner, Esaias
Poems, especially Frithiof's Saga ( 1825; tr. 1914, W. L.
Blackley)
The author is the greatest of r9th century Swedish poets. Johan Runeberg, principal poet of modern Finland, but who wrote in Swedish,
has as his chief work The songs of Ensign Stal ( r84,8-6o; tr., r925).

Tolstoy, Leo
Anna Karenina (Tr. by Garnett)

·

Fiction. "Less a work of art than a piece of life" (M. Arnold). Among
his other stories the short one, Death of Ivan Ilyitch, is typical of his
power. But the great masterpiece is his War and peace (Tr., Dole),
a panorama of Russia in the days of Napoleon. As William James
once remarked, life itself seems unreal in contrast with the reality of
Tolstoy's pages.
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Turgenev, Ivan S.
Fathers and children (Tr., Garnett)
Fiction. Also called Fathers and sons; the old and new in Russia
around 1861. Like Tolstoy, he is one of the world's greatest novelists.
Other remarkable novels by him are Sportsman's sketches, and House of
gentlefolk (also called A nest of noblemen, and Liza), and some would
add Smoke, and the short story, A Lear of the steppes. He has a somewhat humorless sadness, a poetry, a power to portray character,
especially his women, which make him admired of other novelists,
though less popular than Tolstoy.

Unamuno, Miguel de
Essays and soliloquies (Tr., 1925, J. Flitch)
Written by a Spaniard to express the soul of Spain, which would seem
a bit daft if the account is correct, but the descriptions are in beautiful
style. Jose Ortega y Gasset, Revolt of the masses (Tr., 1932) is
another Spaniard, a somewhat "superior person," from whom we may
profit if we read him critically.

U ndset, Sigrid
Kristin Lavransdatter ( 1922; tr., 1927)
Fiction. This is a great historical trilogy of the 14th century, that
hardly lets you feel its pastness, so much do its sympathy and characterdrawing make the people seem present, and like personal friends we
have known.

Valera y Alcala Galiano, Juan
Pepita Jimenez (1874; Tr.)
Fiction. One of the most popular of modern Spanish novels, essentially
Spanish, "that complete synthesis of gravity of matter and gaiety of
manner which is the glittering crown of art" (Patmore).

Vega Carpio, Lope Felix de
Four plays (Tr., 1936, John G. Underhill)
Lope de Vega would have made a great writer of plots for the movies.
This translation will do as a sample of nis five hundred plays.

Viaud, L. M. J. ("Pierre Loti")
Iceland fishermen (Tr.)
Fiction. A real work of art, though some of its magic of description
of the Arctic seas is lost in translation.

Voitaire
Candide (Tr. in Everyman's, or the Broadway Translations)
Fiction. Many of his stories are worth reading ; Candide is a satire
on Leibniz's opinion that this is "the best of all possible worlds"; Zadig
is a man who tries to reform society ; others also are satirical stories
contrasting theories with reality.
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Wassermann, Jacob
World's illusion (Tr., 1920, L. Lewisohn,

2

vols.)

Fiction. A brilliant, feverish picture of pre-war society in central
Europe. A novel of "strange and sombre power."

Zola, Emile
The downfall (La debacle; Tr.)
Fiction. The frightful realities of the war of 1870. Among his other
works, Germinal, on the struggle between capital and labor, is fairly
typical. He is probably still worth reading, though no longer popular;
"his works are large frescoes, the lines of which appear distorted when
examined too close" ( G. True).

Zweig, Arnold
The case of Sergeant Grischa (Tr., 1928, Eric Sutton)
Fiction. A picture of war at its most inhuman and mechanical, in which
the hero, far from the field of battle, is only a minor pawn.
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CLASS

10.

English Literature.

Introduction.
The list is here split in two, the first section being general and
current books in English literature, the second, the classics. It is
merely for convenience, and in no sense implies that all classics
were written by people now dead. To read English literature is
better than to read books about it, but such a work as James
Bennett, Much loved books ( 1927), is an inspiration to the untrained
reader.
There are classic histories of English literature by Taine ( 4
vols.), and by J usserand ( 3 vols.), and much-used texts, such as
that by Legouis and Cazamian, as well as the special period books,
such as Oliver Elton's two volumes on the period 1830-1880, and
the valuable early chapters of Hugh Walker, Literature of the
Victorian era. Every student of English literature should be
acquainted with the enthusiasm of George Saintsbury, for instance
his Prefaces and essays (ed. 1933, 0. Elton). Another type of
book is illustrated by Irving Babbitt, Literature and the American
college (1908) or Van Wyck Brooks, Letters and leadership
(1918).
In a reading list one might think books of reference hardly
belong, yet what is more readable than Henry W. Fowler, A dictionary of modern English usage ( 1929), or the old standard Age
offable ( 1855) of Thomas Bulfinch? On the outskirts of literature
are other books, such as A. Edward Newton, The amenities of
book collecting ( 1918), and Stanley Unwin, The truth about publishing (1927), also Andre Blum, On the origin of paper (Tr.), for
which a place ought to be found somewhere in our list.
Anthologies present a problem. Probably they should be dipped
into, as fancy dictates, rather than absorbed as wholes, and always
as supplementary. But much of the drama is likely to be overlooked, and many minor poets, were it not for the anthologists.
The following is a list of good English drama anthologies :
Canfield, Curtis ( ed. )-Plays of the Irish renaissance, 18801930.
Gassner, John (ed.)-Twenty best plays of the modern American theatre.
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MacMillan, D., & Jones, H. M. ( eds. )-Plays of the Restoration and the I8th century.
Moses, M. J. (ed.)-Representative British dramas, Victorian
and modern.
Parks, E. W., & Beatty, R. C. ( eds. )-English drama, an
anthology, 900-1642. .
Schweikert, H. C. ( ed. )-Early English plays.
Walley, H. R., & Wilson, J. H. ( eds.)-Early I7th century
plays, I600-I642.
Of poetry anthologies, besides those given a place in the main
list, we may reco~mend the following:
Moore, George ( ed. )-An anthology of pure poetry.
Quiller-Couch, Arthur ( ed.)-Oxford book of English verse
( 1939 ed.)
Untermeyer, Louis (ed.)-Book of living verse.
Untermeyer, Louis (ed.)-Modern American poetry; and,
Modern British poetry. Combined in one vol., 1936.
Then there are valuable anthologies of prose, the Oxford, by
A. Quiller-Couch, and Modern American prose, by Carl Van
Doren ; and of lighter anthologies there are many, like The haunted
omnibus, edited by A. K. Laing, The supernatural omnibus, by
Montague Summers, the crime story omnibuses assembled by
Dorothy Sayres, and anthologies of letters, such as The lost art,
by Dorothy Van Doren, and E. V. Lucas, The gentlest art, to
which we may add Table talk, edited by J. C. Thornton, and the
second Woollcott reader. For that matter, there have been less
readable things than the thirty volumes of the old Warner Library.
Books of humor seem to call for mention by themselves, including such things as Mr. Dooley, or the Uncle Remus stories of
Joel Chandler Harris, or th~ Paul Bunyan stories, or Frank Stockton, Casting away of Mrs. Leeks and Mrs. Aleshine. An excellent
introduction to much of this type of literature is Constance Rourke,
American humor ( 193 I). But there are more recent writers also,
some almost too well known to need listing: Dorothy Parker, P. G.
Wodehouse (Nothing but Wodehouse, The week-end Wodehouse),
Ring Lardner (Round up, First and last), and Laugh with Leacock.
Perhaps less known are W.W. Jacobs, Many cargoes (1896), or
the omnibus reprint (1928) of The Irish R. M. and his experiences,
by Somerville and Ross, or J. 0. Hannay, Spanish gold, but there
is no end to such a list. We must mention in closing Carolyn Wells
(ed.), Book of humorous verse, and that instructive anthology of
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what poetry ought not to be, D. B. Lewis and C. Lee (eds.), The
stuffed owl ( 1930).
Some will miss from our classics list William Blake, or Burton,
The anatomy of melancholy, or the poems of Dryden and Pope,
or Spenser, Faerie Queene. About all we can do is to refer the
student to the long list of Everyman's Library volumes, and to
Jack R. Crawford, What to read in English literature ( 1928). Perhaps we should include Longfellow and Whittier, and are we to
draw a line against Tagore (Gitanjali, Sadhana), or Sarojini
Nayadu?
Our list, intended to open up new fields for college reading, is
intentionally rather limited on merely readable fiction, and on
books about children, such as Kenneth Grahame, The golden age,
or S. Kaye-Smith, Children's summer, and on books for children,
beginning with the well-known Andersen and Grimm. But it must
be admitted that there are books of not so long ago to which the
present-day college student needs to be directed. He might find
interest still, if not in Uncle Tom's cabin, or Little women, or
Last of the M ohicans and The pilot, at least in some of the following:
Ainsworth, W., Tower of London.
Besant, W., & Rice, J., Chaplain of the Fleet.
Cable, G. W., Old creole days.
Carleton, William, Traits and stories of the Irish peasantry
( and Carleton's autobiography).
Clarke, Marcus, For the term of his natural life.
Converse, Florence, Long Will.
Eggleston, Edward, Hoosier schoolmaster.
Haggard, Rider, Favorite novels ( in Blue Ribbon reprint).
Harte, Bret, Luck of Roaring Camp, and other stories.
Hearn, Lafcadio, Chita.
"O. Henry" (W. S. Porter), The four million.
Murfree, Mary ("Charles Craddock"), In the Tennessee mountains.
Page, T. N., In ole Virginia.
Smollett, T. G., Humphrey Clinker.
White, W. Hale, Autobiography of Mark Rutherford.
But not all of our omissions are in any sense old-fashioned
titles, and for the benefit of those who want a more complete fiction
list we suggest the following :
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Adams, Andy, Log of a cowboy ( 1903).
Anderson, Sherwood, Winesburg, Ohio.
Brown, George D., The house with the green shutters.
Brown, Thomas A. ("Rolf Bolderwood"), Robbery under arms.
Buchan, John, Four adventurers of Richard Hannay (39 steps,
etc.).
Burke, Thomas, Limehouse nights.
Byrne, Donn, Messer Marco Polo.
Cabell, James B., Cream of the jest.
De la Roche, Mazo, J alna.
Doyle, Conan, Complete Sherlock Holmes.
Glasgow, Ellen, Barren ground; and, They stooped t9 folly.
Guthrie, T. A. ("F. Anstey"), Vice versa.
Hergesheimer, Joseph, Java Head; and, The three black Pennys.
Hobart, Alice T., Oil for the lamps of China.
Holtby, Winifred, South Riding.
Hughes, Richard, High wind in Jamaica.
Jacks, L. P., Magic formula and other stories (1927 omnibus).
Kantor, Mackinlay, Long remember.
Kaye-Smith, Sheila, Joanna Godden.
Kelly, Myra, Little citizens.
Lincoln, Joseph C., Galusha the magnificent; and, Mary-'Gusta.
Locke, William J., Beloved vagabond.
McFee, William, Casuals of the sea.
Mackenzie, Compton, Youth's encounter.
Marquand, John P., The late George Apley.
Montague, C. E., A hind let loose.
Myers, L. H., The root and the flower.
Peterkin, Julia, Scarlet sister Mary.
Priestley, John B., The good companions.
Richardson, Henrietta, Ultima Thule; and, Maurice Guest.
Roberts, Morley, Rachel Marr.
Russell, W. C., Wreck of the Grosvenor.
"Saki" (A. A. Munro), Short stories.
Sassoon, Siegfried, Memoirs of George Sherston (Fox-hunting man, etc.).
Sinclair, May, Divine fire.
Steinbeck, John, Grapes of wrath.
Suckow, Ruth, The folks.
Traven, Bruno, The death ship.
Walpole, Hugh, Fortitude; and, Mr. Perrin and Mr. Traill
(The gods and Mr. Perrin).
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Weyman, Stanley J., Gentleman of France.
White, Edward Lucas, El Supremo.
White, Stewart Edward, The blazed trail.
Wister, Owen, The Virginian; and, Philosophy 4.
Woolf, Virginia, To the lighthouse.
We are far from denying that some of the above probably deserve a place on our main lists. But even that does not exhaust the
limitations of our main lists. We have reluctantly le£ t out some
important contemporary poets: in England, Auden, Day-Lewis,
Spender, etc.; and in America: MacLeish, Edna Millay, Benet,
Jeffers, Vachell Lindsay, Sandburg, etc. There are also other writers
of drama and fiction, Caldwell, Faulkner, Farrell ( of Studs Lanigan fame), Wolfe, and our only excuse is that these will usually
be known to interested students, who will also know, rather too
well, Kenneth Roberts and Sabatini, and Edgar Wallace (The
ringer), and E. P. Oppenheim (The great impersonation), though
even these latter have their use for Freshmen who have never
learned to read for enjoyment. But our list is not for every purpose.

English Literature Booklist.
Section A.

General and Contemporary.

Barrie, James M.
Sentimental Tommy ( 1896)
Fiction. Story of a schoolboy with unconquerable powers of selfdeception. Barrie's Plays have been published in one volume (1929),
but their sentimentalism palls if read too much at a time.

Beerbohm, Max
Zuleika Dobson ( 1911)
Fiction. An amusing story of undergraduate Oxford. His book of
parodies, Christmas garland, "one of Max's most serious volumes," is
. often good reading apart from the original. It is much better on Wells
and Meredith than on Kipling and Shaw. But perhaps his most typical
book is Seven men.

Belloc, Hilaire
Cruise of the Nona (1925)
A cruise along the Cornish coast, but more a cruise of the mind,very Bellocian. The author is a Roman Catholic, and a man of vigorous
opinions. There is a selection from him, Stories, essays and poems,
in Everyman's Library.
·
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Bennett, Arnold
Old wives' tale ( 1908)
Fiction. A long and minute novel, giving a sense of actuality, as if part
of life itself. Bennett is very amusing in some of his shorter satirical
things, A great man, and Buried alive.

Bierce, Ambrose
In the midst of life ( 1891)
Fiction. Various ways of dying unpleasantly : there is nothing much
more ghastly in all literature,-if you like that sort of thing. Can such
things be! dwells on the uncanny.

Bradley, Andrew C.
Shakespearean tragedy (Ed.

2,

1914)

"Worthy to rank very near the immortal works of Lamb and Coleridge"
as an interpretation of Shakespeare's four greatest tragedies.

Bridges, Robert
Spirit of man: an anthology ( 1915)
Verse and prose fitted into the author's scheme, some in French.
Contains some great literature, with particularly fine choices of
religious poetry.

Brooks, Van Wyck
The flowering of New England ( 1936)
A most brilliant treatment of the literature of New England, 1815-1865,
the delineation of a culture rather than of individuals.

Buck, Pearl S.
Good earth (1931)
Fiction. The Chinese farmer, a deeply sympathetic appreciation, and a
story whose style and telling perfectly echo its thought.

Butler, Samuel
Erewhon ( 1872)
Fiction. "Nowhere spelt backwards" is a country where things are
done as absurdly as here with us, only with the opposite absurdity;
continued in a sequel, Erewhon revisited, not quite so good. Some would
rank among the great book of English literature his striking novel,
The way of all fie sh ( 1903), a cynical exposure of cant and convention.

Campbell, William E. M. ("William March")
Company K ( 1933)
Fiction. Not much plot, merely what happened to some members of
one company of American soldiers in the First World War ; but like
Humphrey Cobb, Paths of glory (1935), a devastating condemnation of
military glory.
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Cather, Willa S.
My Antonia (1918)
Fiction. Pioneer life in Nebraska, and the goodness of a life close
to the earth. Death comes for the archbishop (1927) is an exquisite
story of New Mexico.

Chesterton, Gilbert Keith
The man who was Chesterton ( 1937)
This is an anthology, essays, stories, poems, compiled by R. T. Bond ;
there is another anthology in Everyman's. Heretics is perhaps his most
famous book, paradox in the service of orthodoxy, endlessly clever. His
little books on Dickens, Blake, Browning, Aquinas, and The Victorian
age are very pleasing, and his poetry has a charm of its own.

Child, Francis J. (ed.)
English and Scottish popular ballads ( Re-edited by Sargent
and Kittredge in 1 vol.)
The interest of these ballads is too often overlooked by students.

Clifford, Hugh C.
Further side of silence ( 1916)
Fiction. Stories of Malaya, vivid and often horrible, "magnificently
violent experience," at once unbelievable and convincing. There is
another series, In days that are dead.

Conrad, Joseph
Short stories, including: Youth, Heart of darkness, Typhoon,
An outpost of progress ( 1898-1903)
Fiction. These stories are superb, French in clarity, by a master of verbal
magic. One who likes Conrad may then go on to read the longer novels,
Nigger of the Narcissus, Lord Jim, Nostromo, but it is better not to
begin with them. His Mirror of the sea (1906) is not fiction, but essays
on the mystery and fascination of the sea.

Crane, Stephen
The red badge of courage ( 1895)
Fiction. A startling evocation of the feel of battle by an author who
had never been to war.

De la Mare, Walter
Memoirs of a midget ( 1922)
Fiction. A remarkable novel, which some find disagreeable in parts,
though no one can deny the art and humor of it. Guessing the height
of the heroine is a game that every reader tries his skill at. De la Mare's
anthologies, Come hither (1923), Behold this dreamer (1939), etc.,
are delightful; Everyman's Library now contains an anthology of De la
Mare.
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De Morgan, William
Joseph Vance (19o6)
Fiction. A leisurely novel of London, delightful in its character-drawing.
The reader has hard work to resist going on to his later novels,
Alice-for-short and Somehow good.

"Dinesen, Isak" (Karen Blixen-Fineke)
Seven Gothic tales ( 1934)
Fiction. A modern refinement of German romanticism, fantastic stories,
remarkable in style.

Dobson, Austin
Eighteenth century vignettes (Oxford World's Classics). 3
vols.
Literary and biographical essays, by one who knew England of that day
very well indeed.

Dos Passos, John
U. S. A. (Modern Library Edition)
Fiction. The three parts first appeared 1930-36. The sights, sounds,
smells of America in a whirligig of impressions. A proletarian novel,
but his small folk are very small.

Douglas, Norman
South wind ( 1917)
Fiction. Dubious people in the island of Capri, described in a style
cynical and suggestive, but with a curious attractiveness notwithstanding.

Dreiser, Theodore
American tragedy (1925).

2

vols.

Fiction. "An epic of tawdry detail," written very badly, and apparently
intentionally so. "Through endless pages of dullness he comes lumbering
down the trail," but he will get you in the end. His first novel, Sister
Carrie (1901), showed at once his power as a realist.

Du Maurier, George
Peter Ibbetson ( 1894)
Fiction. This romance of dreams is of more permanent worth than his
once famous Trilby.

Dunsany, Edward Plunkett, Baron
A dreamer's tales ( 191 o)
Fiction. Visions of unheard-of lands and rivers, mysterious and strange.

Eliot, Thomas Stearns
Collected poems, 1909-1935 (1936)
As a poet, this American now resident in England has been one of
the most powerful influences on recent poetry. As a critic, as in for
instance his Selected essays (Ed. 2), he has shown both erudition and
independent judgment, with a certain conservatism, and a touch of biting
malice.
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Forster, Edward M.
A passage to India ( 1924)

.

Fiction. England in India; a literary masterpiece and a disquieting
problem. "Nothing is said as any one else would say it."

Frederic, Harold
Damnation of Theron Ware ( 1896)
Fiction. Also called Illumination. The zealous young Methodist minister
in conflict with the Catholic priest and the agnostic, and his collapse.
A novel of permanent significance.

Frost, Robert
Collected poems ( 1939)
Even more than Robinson the contemporary poet of New England, with
a vividness, yet reticent dignity, that express the quality of the New
England hills and their people,

Galsworthy, John
Forsyte saga ( 1922)
Fiction. Combines several of his novels in one powerful arraignment
of the dominance of property in modern life. Rivaling this great novel
in importance are such plays as Justice, Pigeon, Strife.

Greenough, James B., and Kittredge, G. L.
Words and their ways in English speech ( 1920)
Very nearly the best of such books about words. But there are others:
George H. McKnight, English words and their background; Richard
C. Trench, English past and present (a classic}; "Vernon Lee" (Violet
Paget), The handling of words; L. P. Smith, The English language
(Home U. Lib.); and a number of works by Ernest Weekley, such
as his Words ancient and modern, and Romance of words.

Hemingway, Ernest
The fifth column, and the first forty-nine stories ( 1938)
Fiction. The short stories show great skill in handling forcible, racy
conversation, with economy of detail. His best longer novel is the
World War love story, Farewell to arms (1929).

Hopkins, Gerard M.
Poems (Ed. 2, 1931)
Gerard Hopkins is a poet who dissolves language itself to reconstitute
its rhythm and make of it music with a power of expressiveness that
comes to haunt the reader. Like Francis Thompson a Catholic poet,
like Robert Bridges an experimenter in verse forms, Hopkins, though
it took the world long to appreciate him, is a greater innovator than
either, and we grant they are both worth reading.
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Housman, Alfred Edward
Collected poems ( r 940)
Short pessimist lyrics that have had a great influence on other poets.
He has united the simple and natural with the disillusioned in a form
so finished that he has brought a new classic perfection to English
poetry. His Shropshire lad was first published in 18g6.

Howells, William Dean
Rise of Silas Lapham ( 1885)
Fiction. This novel of business is probably his. best. An interesting comparison story is the cruel Jewish satire, The rise of David Levinsky,
by Abraham Cahan.

Hudson, William Henry
Purple land ( 1885)
Fiction. This and The crystal age are better novels than his overratedly
popular Green mansions. The Hudson anthology (ed. by E. Garnett)
is a fine selection from his work. One should not overlook his Idle days
in Patagonia and Shepherd's life, the latter an exquisite description
of Wiltshire life. We have entered other books elsewhere.

Huxley, Aldous
Point counter point ( 1928)
Fiction. Huxley's is a very modern mind, with all its vices, and blown
on by all its winds of doctrine. It is for this, and not for its literary
per£ection, that one reads this book, and the same is true of his
Brave new world (1932), or After many a summer dies the swan
( 1940). Everyman's Library has recently published an anthology of
Huxley, Stories, essays and poems.

James, Henry
The ambassadors ( 1903)
Fiction. This is typical of his minute and roundabout analytic manner.
Many readers would prefer something less typical, like his early short
story, Daisy Miller, or his startling pseudo-ghost story, Turn of the
screw.

Jewett, Sarah Orne
Country of the pointed firs ( 1896)
Fiction. A seaside village in Maine, a book of quiet charm.

Joyce, James
The portrait of the artist as a young man ( 1916)
Fiction. An able if not always pleasant book, a prelude to his great
experiment in the stream-of-consciousness novel, Ulysses. The latter is
an experiment in allegory, allusiveness, and ugliness, which may well
be important in the history of the novel, but which most people can
safely leave unread.
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Kipling, Rudyard
Selected short stories ( ed. by William Lyon Phelps)
Fiction. His best stories are of surpassing vigor. His Collected verse still
has many admirers, and the spectacle of India in Kim is praised, but
hardly can compare in merit with the short stories and the Jungle
books.

Kronenberger, Louis ( ed.)
An eighteenth century miscellany ( 1936)
After a good editorial introduction, this book contains many characteristic 18th century writings, some entered elsewhere in our lists :
Swift, Pope, Chesterfield, Sterne, Walpole, Sheridan, Gibbon, Blake.
Other anthologies supplementary to this are the Everyman's Library
volume, Shorter novels, volume 3 (18th century novels), and Essays and
characters: Montaigne to Goldsmith ( 1933), ed. by Robert Withington.

Lawrence, David Herbert
Sons and lovers ( 1913)
Fiction. Reads a good deal like autobiography, with a preoccupation with sex and the Oedipus complex; plain spoken but not coarse.

Lever, Charles J.
Charles O'Malley ( 1841)
Fiction. A broadly humorous Irish story that is perhaps not quite a
classic, but is jovial enough to debar the reader from being too critical.

Lewis, Sinclair
Babbitt ( 1922)

_

Fiction. The title of this book and Main Street gave new words to the
language. The opening chapters of Main Street made an epoch in
American literature, but that book falls off as it continues. Possibly to
be ranked above Babbitt is his Arrowsmith ( 1925), which is a treatise
on the place of medicine in America in the form of a novel. The man
who knew Coolidge and It can't happen here are clever minor works,
which Americans may profit by reading.

London, Jack
Call of the wild ( 1903)
Fiction. One of the great dog stories. Another is Bob, son of Battle
(Owd Bob), by Alfred Ollivant.

Machen, Arthur
Hill of dreams ( 1907)
Fiction. A book of sinister beauty, about a boy whose dreams overwhelm him. The book's appeal depends on the temperament of the reader.
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Mansfield, Katherine
Short stories
Fiction. First published in her books, Bliss (1920) and The garden
party ( 1922). Cruelly vivid psychological sketches: "all's wrong with
the world, and I'm much too clever to be a bit sorry for it."

Marryat, Frederick
.
Mr. Midshipman Easy (1836)
Fiction. A thrilling tale by one of the best writers of old-time sea
stories, who has written many such, Peter Simple, Jacob Faithful, etc.
There are other similar stories: for instance, Michael Scott, Tom
Cringle's log (1833).

Masefield, John
Collected poems ( 1938)
Many who had thought they cared little for poetry have found
Masefield's narrative poems a new sort of thing, that makes them eager
for more. He has a narrative style that carries one along irresistibly. His
sea story, The bird of dawning (1933), has a similar appeal.

Masters, Edgar Lee
Spoon River anthology ( 1915)
Very modern epitaphs in verse, a cruel revelation of the meannesses
and hates of American village life.

Maugham, William Somerset
Of human bondage ( 1915)
Fiction. A story of a frustra~ed career, detailed yet powerful.

Mencken, Henry L.
The American language (Rev. ed., 1936)
A study of American speech, and through it of American civilizatio~,
written with energy and an enthusiasm that never flags, and learning
lightly carried.

Moore, George
Esther Waters ( I 894)
Fiction. Scene laid in horseracing circles in England, the style modeled
after French realistic novels.

Norris, Frank
McTeague: a story of San Francisco ( 1899)
Fiction. Probably the best of his realistic novels, though The octopi,s
and The pit are more widely known.
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O'Faolain, Sean
A nest of simple folk ( 1933)
Fiction. Three generations in southwest Ireland, told in a manner that
is sensitive, rich in imagery, catching the very odor of the soil. His
Bird alone ( 1936), about the town of Cork and its people, has a
similar quality.

O'Neill, Eugene
Selected plays
By the leading American playwright of the present day. Selection might
include: Beyond the horizon, Emperor Jones, Anna Christie, Strange
interlude, Moon of the Caribbees, and Mourning becomes Electra.

Pickthall, Marmaduke
Said the fisherman ( 1903)
Fiction. An objective story that catches the color and mood of Syria
and the Near East. Amusing are The adventures of Hajji Baba of
Ispahan (1824), by James Morier, and possibly we might add a third
Oriental tale, William G. Palgrave, Hermann Agha (1872).

Robinson, Edwin A.
Collected poems ( 1937)
A poet of extraordinary, if somewhat intellectualized, achievement ; profoundest, though possibly not the most popular, of recent American
poets.

Schreiner, Olive
Story of an African farm ( 1883)
Fiction. Queries about the fate of woman and of man, passionate,
straight from the heart of the writer.

Shaw, George Bernard
·Selected plays and prefaces
The prefaces are, of course, even more significant than the plays.
Various choices are possible, but one might include : Man and superman., Androcles and the lion, Back to Methuselah, Saint Joan; and
possibly Major Barbara, The doctor's dilemma, Candida, Pygmalion,
Caesar and Cleopatra, Getting married.

Steel, Flora A.
On the face of the waters ( 1896)
Fiction. Included here for its subject, the great Indian mutiny and its
terrible scenes.

Stephens, James
The crock of gold ( 1912)
Fiction. An allegory and fairy fantasy, mixed with Irish peasant life,
most amusing in the comments of the philosopher near the beginning.
"There is no book in the world the least like it."
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Swinnerton, Frank
Nocturne ( 1917)
Fiction. A remarkable short novel of English life, the five characters
of which linger in one's memory, though it is one evening with
little that happens.

Wells, Herbert George
Scientific romances ( 1933 ed.)
Fiction. These stories, The war of the worlds (1898), The time machine
( 1895), etc., are thrilling scientific romances. His Tona-Bungay ( 1909)
is a clever book about advertising "bunk," in the form of a novel. Many
readers delight in such stories as The history of Mr. Polly (1910),
Kipps (1905), Love and Mr. Lewisham (1900), or the short story,
The country of the blind. About his later stories opinions differ.

Wharton, Edith
Ethan Frome (19n)
Fiction. Brief and depressing, but a masterpiece of realism, and probably her best work; though close rivals are The house of mirth (1905),
and the short story, The old maid.

English Literature Booklist.
Section B.

The English Classics.

Addison, Joseph, and others
The Spectator
There are various editions, including Everyman's (4 vols.). One of
the most famous of essayists, Addison is at his best here. There is a
value in reading The Spectator continuously and entire.

Arnold, Matthew
Essays in criticism. Series

I

and

2

Famous essays, "perhaps the most important utterance
in modern times" (Gayley and S_c ott). His Cultiire and
real value for the college reader of today. His Poetical
unrest, a modern discontent, burdened with regret for a
yet expressed with a moving dignity.

upon cntic1sm
anarchy has a
works express
vanished faith,

Austen, Jane
Pride and prejudice
Fiction. Everyday people minutely and keenly portrayed by one of
the greatest of novelists. There are, of course, some readers who do not
care for this sort of thing, even when done by a master hand; others
eagerly read all she wrote.
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Bacon, Francis
Essays
Meaty, amazingly compact, by a master of sententious epigram and
surprising metaphor.

Blackmore, Richard D.
Lorna Doone
Fiction. A sentimental romance in a more or less historical setting, a
delightful story if one is in the proper romantic mood.

Borrow, George H.
Lavengro
Fiction. Borrow was a natural wanderer, and describes queer people in
an inimitable way, in this semi-autobiographical story. Those who like
him at all like him intensely.

Bronte, Charlotte
Jane Eyre
Fiction. "Autobiographical in the passionate expression of a woman's
personal feeling" (Baker). To create a heroine who was not a beautiful
doll, not even good-looking, was a bold stroke at the time. It is good
to read along with this book Mrs. Gaskell, Charlotte Bronte, itself
a classic.

Bronte, Emily
Wuthering Heights
Fiction. A work of great genius, a wild tale of terror and hatred.

Brown, John
Rab and his friends; Marjorie Fleming; etc. (Everyman·s
Library)
A famous dog story (fiction); and a pleasant account of a remarkable
little girl.

Browne, Sir Thomas
Religio medici, etc. (Everyman's Library)
His style at its best has a majestic pomp of diction seldom equalled.

Browning, Robert
Selected poems
Browning needs to be read in selections, and the three volumes in
Everyman's may be recommended. He is best known for dramatic
monologues. Arthur Symons, Introduction to the study of Brouming
(Rev. ed., 19o6) is a useful help.

Bunyan, John
Pilgrim's progress
An allegory ; a famous classic in homely prose, but one often taken
for granted, unread by present-day students.
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Burns, Robert
Poetical works
The peasant poet of Scotland suffers somewhat by being read all at
once in bulk. But his place among the classics is secure, as every
Scotsman will tell you.

Byron, George, Lord
Poetical works
Few read much of Byron now, but some young readers miss a pleasure
and inspiration by not giving him a trial.

Carlyle, Thomas
Past and present
"Past and present is at once the most tender and pathetic picture of the
(medieval) Past and the most unsparing indictment of the Present
that exists in modern English literature" (Toynbee). Carlyle's Sartor
resartus is the fantastic and strangely powerful exposition of his own
philosophy, in symbolic and eruptive diction; the Everyman's edition
contains also his characteristic Heroes and hero worship. His Essays
are interesting for their insight into such personalities as Goethe, Burns,
and others.

"Carroll, Lewis" ( C. L. Dodgson)
Alice in wonderland; and, Through the looking-glass
Primarily a fantastic story for children, it takes a clever adult reader
to catch the hidden satire behind the laughable absurdities.

Chaucer, Geoffrey
Canterbury tales
The music of Chaucer's verse, the keenness of his characterizations,
are best pointed out by a teacher, who will help with the many apparent,
and some real, difficulties of language. But the veriest novice soon
perceives why Chaucer is called "one of the world's three or four
great story-tellers.''

Coleridge, Samuel Taylor
Selected poetry and prose ; ed. by Stephen Potter
This is a first-rate selection. Everyman's Library offers another useful
edition, including his poems (Golden book), his Biographia literaria,
and his Lectures on Shakespeare. Coleridge is very good at his best,
but a selection is especially desirable.

Defoe, Daniel
Captain Singleton
Fiction. Robinson Crusoe is well known. But one can get pretty nearly
the same thrill of the authentic from reading Captain Singleton's
adventures. Of Defoe's other works, Moll Flanders is a classic of realistic
fiction; The journal of the plague year reads like an eyewitness account;
and The essay on projects is a notable thing, though not fiction.

n8

A

COLLEGE STUDENT'S READING

De Quincey, Thomas
Selected writings; ed. by P. V. D. Stern
De Quincey is probably seldom read now except in selections, but he
is still interesting and the possessor of a rather ornate English
style that can be very effective. The opium eater is his most famous
book.

Dickens, Charles
David Copperfield

.

Fiction. Generally considered his best work, semi-autobiographical.
Picku,i,ck papers have a humor which still makes them popular. Beyond
that, preferences vary, Martin Chuzzleu,i,t, Great expectations, but no
lover of Dickens would be satisfied to stop with these. His Tale of
two cities is rather excessively popular, but not at all characteristic.

Dickinson, Emily
Complete poems ( 1937)
It took nearly forty years to discover that Emily Dickinson ( 1830-1886)
was a real poet, and certainly the greatest American woman poet. She
still needs a better editor. "One hears (in her), more distinctly perhaps
than in any English poetry, the voice of the self-communing soul, aware
of its own infinite smallness before the vast. In Emily Dickinson its
clarity is heartbreaking" (London Times).

Donne, John
Complete poetry and selected prose; ed. by John Hayward
Donne is for the few and the reader should begin by acquainting himself with Donne's biography (for instance, that by Gosse if time permits). But the taste for his poetry is worth acquiring, if one can.

Edgeworth, Maria
Castle Rackrent ; and, The absentee
Fiction. Good Irish stories, written about 1800.

·"Eliot, George" (Marian Evans Cross)
Mill on the Floss
Fiction. Some consider this novel her greatest, with its powerful and
tragic ending, though Adam Bede is close to it in merit. Of her other
books the early Scenes from clerical life, and even the late Middlemarch
are preferable to the famous Romola.

Emerson, Ralph Waldo
Conduct of life
Selections from Emerson have to be fitted to the reader. Some like him
in his more homely moments, as in The conduct of life; others prefer
him in his transcendental moods, as in The essays or N at1,1,re; and still
others would choose the best of his Poems, or parts of his Representativg
men, or his English traits. But do not overlook the Heart of Emerson's
journals, edited by Bliss Perry.
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Fielding, Henry
Tom Jones
Fiction. Published 1749, it remains one of the greatest English novels.
Fielding may lack at times in delicacy, but he is generous, masculine,
vigorous.

Gaskell, Elizabeth
Cranford
Fiction. "Dainty miniature painting of a little old-fashioned, peaceful
country town" (Baker).

Gilbert, William S.
Bab ballads
As poetry not great, but as humor a perpetual delight. His Plays make
good comedy reading, but of course they go best when heard with the
music written for them by Sir Arthur Sullivan, The Mikado, Pinafore,
etc. The play Engaged is perhaps the most amusing for the arm-chair
reader.

Goldsmith, Oliver
Vicar of Wakefield
Fiction. This and his Poems and plays (both in Everyman's Library)
are the chief things of interest, and we read him now for himself, not for
what he says, for he is a kindly and likeable man.

Hardy, Thomas
Return of the native
Fiction. Emphasizes the influence of Nature on human character; a very
powerful novel. Some like best his story, Mayor of Casterbridge;
others admire his Far from the madding crowd, or the rather different
tragic pastoral, The woodlanders. Tess of the D'Urbervilles is usually
recognized as his supreme novel. The great drama, The dynasts, and his
other poems, which "have a power to make the world look different"
to the appreciative reader, have appealed to many. But the Return of
the native is best to begin with.

Hawthorne, Nathaniel
Scarlet letter
Fiction. Perhaps the greatest American novel ; a moving and far from
cheerful story of the workings of the New England conscience, with
a remarkable summation of tragic power. Some might prefer to add
also his House of seven gables to our list.

Hazlitt, William
Selected essays; ed. by Geoffrey Keynes
Hazlitt was a great critic, who had read everything and remembered
most of it, if not always accurately. He is admirable on Shakespeare,
and on the English stage generally; he can write of art or just personal
essays with equal delightfulness.
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Holmes, Oliver Wendell
Autocrat of the breakfast table
The elder Holmes, in these genial essays, is still a pleasure.

Hughes, Thomas
Tom Brown's schooldays
Fiction. The great classic of English schoolboy life. But Horace
Vachell produced another that is near to being a classic, in his story,
The hill.

Irving, Washington
Sketch book

Fiction. "The best example of his powers is the Sketch book, mild,
cheerful, fanciful, thoughtful, humorous."

Keats, John
Complete poems and letters
The poet's poet, a master of verbal felicity and magic. But one should
read the Letters as well as the Poems, though there is tragedy in them.

Kingsley, Charles
Westward ho !
Fiction. One of the great historical novels; the Spanish Main in the
days of Queen Elizabeth. The most famous book of his brother, Henry
Kingsley, was Ravenshoe, a very English family romance, attractive
in its characters.

Lamb, Charles
Essays of Elia
Essays polished and rewritten till they "mimic inconsequence" and
"seem simply the overflow of talk" ( G. H. Mair). Also his imagination
and insight made him one of the first of critics, so that his Specimens
of the English dramatic poets ranks along with Coleridge's Lectures
on Shakespeare ( ed. by T. Ashe).

Landor, Walter S.
Imaginary conversations and poems (Everyman's Library)
This is a good selection. His Pericles and Aspasia is his most famous
"imaginary conversation."

Malory, Sir Thomas
Morte d' Arthur ( ed. by Strachey)
A storehouse of knightly adventure, told in strong and simple English.
First printed by Caxton in 1485. Readers who would enjoy this sort of
thing are frequently hindered by a foolish prejudice that it is going
to be dry reading for them.
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Melville, Herman
Moby Dick
Fiction. A tense and stirring story of whaling ships, interrupted by
the author's own peculiar mystical digressions, till the effect is something
like a Greek play with interludes by the chorus.

Meredith, George
Ordeal of Richard Feverel
Fiction. Though in parts unnecessarily tragic, there are other parts of
this love story which are among the most delightful in all fiction. This
or his Evan Harrington makes easy reading. The contrary is true of
The egoist and Diana of the Crossways, the latter with its absurdly
difficult opening chapter. Some of his poems are difficult too, those which
most directly embody his philosophy, though others are a delight.

Milton, John
Complete poems
Whether one likes Milton well enough to read him extensively seems
to vary greatly with individuals. But more would like him if they
really tried : Milton is still a great poet.

Morris, William
Sigurd the V olsung
A stirring imitation of the Norse saga, and a true epic. His Early
romances (Everyman's) show the reactions of a poetical mind steeped
in medieval romance, and are very pleasing.

Palgrave, Francis Turner (compiler)
Golden treasury of English songs and lyrics
The anthology which is usually cited as the perfect example of poetic
taste.

Peacock, Thomas Love
Misfortunes of Elphin
Fiction. This, with his Maid Marian (reprinted in The greenwood,
edited by Henry J. Newbolt), are the best examples of his delicious
semi-poetical burlesques.

Poe, Edgar Allan
Tales of mystery and imagination (Everyman's Library)
Fiction. This is a typical selection of his short stories, though it
omits The black cat. The reader should add to these his Poems, and
something from his critical essays (Everyman's). The Poe quality of
eerie fantasy is never quite equaled elsewhere.
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Reade, Charles
The cloister and the hearth
Fiction. One of the best historical novels for the average reader. It
deals with the late Middle Ages, and "attempts with amazing success
to reconstruct the whole life of the times."

Richardson, Samuel
Clarissa Harlowe ( Some abridged ed.)
Fiction. A novel of great power, and still attractive reading, though
in the complete edition much too long.

Rossetti, Dante G.
Poetical works; including translations of early Italian poets,
and Dante and his circle (Everyman's Library)
An English poet of Italian descent, his Italian translations are admirable.
His sonnets also rank high. His sister Christina is by some considered
the greatest English woman poet.

Scott, Sir Walter
Heart of Mid-Lothian
Fiction. A very dramatic story. His Ivanhoe is well known; and Old
Mortality is considered about the finest of his properly historical novels.
His poems, such as The lady of the lake, still have a movement to thrill
the reader of today. Of his other stories we may also mention Quentin
Durward, though von Ranke compared it unfavorably with the chronicles of Comines. A. Neumann, The devil (Tr., 1928, H. Paterson),
makes another interesting comparison, in its treatment of this same
age of Louis XI.

Shakespeare, William
Complete poems and plays (For example, the Oxford Shakespeare Head edition, in I vol.)
Of course Shakespeare needs no commendation, except to point out
that various programs of Shakespeare reading are possible which avoid
the usual tasks set in school and college courses. The continuous reading
of the whole of Shakespeare is not an impossible feat, and it leaves
a unique impression, if one culminates with the greatest of the plays.
Of books on Shakespeare we may refer to Coleridge, Andrew
Bradley, etc., entered in these lists, and to John Masefield's tittle book
in the Home University Library. Then there is the Companion to
Shakespeare studies (1934), edited by H. G. Granville-Barker and
G. B. Harrison; and also Hazelton Spencer, The art and life of
William Shakespeare (1940). But the plays themselves are the thing.

Shelley, Percy B.
Complete poems
Lyric poet and poet of revolt. It is wise not to try to read him all at
once.
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Sheridan, Richard Brinsley .
Comedies
The rivals and The school for scandal are comedies sparkling with wit,
and The critic reads even better, but they need to be seen on the stage
to get the full effect, as does also Goldsmith, She stoops to conquer.

Shorthouse, Joseph H.
John Inglesant
Fiction. Historical novel of the time of Charles I, "often called the best
religious novel in English literature."

Sterne, Laurence
Tristram Shandy
Fiction. Droll and eccentric novel ; a unique masterpiece of waywardness and sentiment, with a touch of ribaldry. No more than his Sentimental journey is it a book for puritans or those lacking in a sense
of humor.

Stevenson, Robert Louis
Kidnapped; and sequel, David Balfour (also called Catriona)
Fiction. The first volume is hairbreadth adventurous romance; the second introduces more love-interest and character. His Treasure Island,
like his Dr. Jekyll, hardly needs to be recommended here, for they are
known to well-nigh everybody.

Swift, Jonathan
Gulliver's travels, and selected writings in prose and verse; ed.
by John Hayward (1934)
A good selection. Of his powerful style no praise is too high, whatever
one thinks of his bitter cynicism. (Another edition is that in Everyman's of the unexpurgated Gulliver, new ed., and volumes containing
the Journal to Stella, Tale of a tub, etc.)

Swinburne, Algernon Charles
Poems and prose (Everyman's Library, 1940)
So small a selection is probably enough Swinburne for most readers
now, but the skill of his verse, the enthusiasm of his prose, are not
to be scoffed at too much.

Tennyson, Alfred, Lord
Complete poems
For those who love the music of verse. Both Stopford Brooke, Tennyson, his art and relation to modern life, and A. C. Benson, Tennyson,
are books well adapted to bring to the reader's attention the many
admirable aspects of Tennyson, his craftsmanship, his powers of observation.
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Thackeray, William M.
Vanity Fair
Fiction. The most famous and typical of his novels, though not perhaps
the most loved. His most per£ect novel, almost too perfect, is Henry
Esmond. Then there are The N ewcomes, his "middle-class epic," and
Pendennis, and his English humorists and the Christmas books.
Thackeray is usually liked by masculine readers, disliked by feminine.
His admirers often commend some of his minor writings, The book
of snobs, Barry Lyndon, above even the recognized masterpieces,
Esmond and Vanity Fair.

Thoreau, Henry David
Works of Thoreau; selected and edited by Henry S. Canby
(1937)

We may prefer this edition because it is so attractively made up, in
binding and type, though there are other books of selections that
are well chosen. It should be supplemented by The heart of Thoreau's
journals (ed. by Odell Shepard). "Thoreau was a Nature lover, not a
naturalist. He went to Nature to feel, not to see" (B. Graham).
But he is more; he has a philosophy of life, and a style in which to
record it.

Trollope, Anthony
Barchester towers
Fiction. This and The warden are his best novels. He seems to be
coming back, and it is realized that his clergy and their ladies are
caught in intonations and mannerisms with a skill that is not merely the
result of industry.

"Twain, Mark" (Samuel L. Clemens)
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
Fiction. Well known boy's story, but also a great work of literature.
Of the other books by Mark Twain, the best are the semi-autobiographical, such as Life on the Mississippi and Roughing it.

Walton, Izaak
The compleat angler
The charm of the author's personality and the open air freshness of
his descriptions have delighted many generations of readers.

Whitman, Walt
Leaves of grass
Not all people care for Whitman's poetry, with its robust vigor and
strange enumerations of details. But all admit his unique originality,
as a man who burst through the New England tradition.
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Wilde, Oscar
The picture of Dorian Grey
Fiction. A novel that scintillates with wit, but under the surface is a
powerful criticism of modern Epicureanism, and an unforgettable
evocation of something uncanny. Of his other writings, The ballad of
Reading gaol is especially to be mentioned, and also his comedies,
such as Lady Windermere's fan, and The importance of being earnest.
He seldom quite escapes from insincerity and pose.

Wordsworth, William
Selected poems
A poet who at his highest gives one a new vision of the universe, and
at his worst is almost intolerable. Hence the desirability of reading him
in selections, of which those edited by Dowden are a good choice.
·

